

Specialist Solution for English Test 



LECTURE 1   접두어 AB(ABS, A)

Abduct   ,..

v. kidnap; carry off a person by force 

abduction / abductor / ab(=away)+duct(=lead)

It has been a week since Lisa Lancer was kidnapped on her way home from school. A witness who saw an old man abduct her near the library says she was carried off in a red minivan.

Abominable   

a. worthy of being hated; very unpleasant 

abomination/abominator/abominate/ab(=away)+om<hom(=man)

The service at Oakley’s Restaurant really sucks. It’s not just bad-it’s downright abominable! Such terribly low-quality eateries should be forced out of business.

Abstain   

v. from+sth/ing 

hold oneself back; refrain; voluntarily do without 

abstention / abstinence / abstainer / abstinent / abs<ab(=from)+tain(=hold)

With AIDS spreading, the best bet is to just abstain from having sex with a person you don’t know well. The momentary pleasure you deny yourself now could save you from a lot of suffering later.

Abnormal   
a. not usual; not normal; irregular; strange 

abnormality / abnormally / ab(=from)+norm(=rule)

You won’t believe the abnormal weather we’re having in Florida this spring-it’s actually snowing! Very strange! This hasn’t happened since 1927.
Abound   

v. in/with+sth   

be plentiful; be filled 

abundance / abundant / abundantly / ab(=intensive, away)+o(=s.e.)+und(=wave)

In the fall, Sorak Mountain abounds with wonderful shades of yellow and red as millions of leaves on the abundant trees change colors. Just as plentiful are the people, who come in droves to enjoy the sights and the skies.

LECTURE 2   접두어 AB(ABS, A)

Abdicate   

v. from+sth   

formally give up an office 

surrender a fight, responsibility, etc; give up the throne 

abdication / abdicator / ab(=off)+dic(=say, proclaim)

Congressman Riley did not retire from office willingly. He was forced to abdicate by his involvement in political scandal. He only stepped down after a lot of pressure from the party.

Abscond   

v. with/to+sth   

go away suddenly and hide 

abscondence / abs<ab(=from, away)+cond(=hide)

Police also raided Pablo’s house in East L.A. but found nothing. Apparently the drug lord had fled the city, most likely absconding to Mexico, where he usually runs and hides.

Avert   

v. turn away, turn aside; avoid; prevent 

avertible / avertable / a<ab(=away, from)+vert(=turn)

You want to avoid growing old and fat, yet you aren’t willing to put forth the effort to avert it by exercising and eating less. Talk alone isn’t going to prevent anything.

Abhor   

v. hate something very much 

abhorrence / abhorrent / ab(=away, from, intensive)+hor(=shudder)

There’s only one kind of person I absolutely can not stand : I abhor a man who takes advantage of my kindness. I find such behavior abominable.

Averse   
a. unwilling; opposed 
aversion / a<ab(=away, from)+vers(=turn)

I’m shocked that Green peace has not objected to NASA’s proposal to deposit nuclear wastes on the moon. Are they only averse to pollution on Earth?

LECTURE 3   접두어 AB(ABS, A)

Absolve   

v. sb+of+sth 

declare someone free form guilt or punishment 

absolution / ab(=from)+solv/solu(=loosen)

Rather than trying to punish your father for the way he treated your mother, it’s better for you to absolve him and get on with your own life. I’m not saying forget, only forgive.

Abstemious   

a. not eating and drinking too much; frugal 

abstemiousness / abs<ab(=away, from)+tem(=cut)

I respect a person who lives moderately, but Nelson’s stoic, penny-pinching ways are too much. He’s beyond abstemious-he’s masochistic!

Abject   

a. miserable; contemptible; mean 

abjection / abjectly / ab(=from)+ject(=throw)

Iraq’s abject defiance of the terms of the cease-fire agreement is abhorrent. The international community will long remember this outrageous, contemptible disregard for world opinion.

Ablution   

n. the act of washing one’s body or a part of it as a religious ceremony 

abluent / ab(=intensive, away, off)+lu(=wash)

Before you get a tattoo on your young body, you should know that no amount of ablution in the future will wash it off.

Abrogate   

v. abolish laws, customs, etc 

abrogation / ab(=away)+rog(=ask)

Boris Yeltsin used his powers as president to dismantle the Soviet-era Politburo, doing away with the last vestige of communism. Ironically, it was the old guard’s attempt to hold onto power that empowered Yeltsin to abrogate the system that kept them alive.

LECTURE 4   접두어 AB(ABS, A)

Abstruse   

a. deep in meaning; difficult to understand 

abstruseness / abs<ab(=intensive, away)+trus(=thrust)

I thought twice before enrolling in Quantum Physics, thinking it was a mysterious field perhaps beyond my understanding. It turned out to be not as abstruse as I had thought.

Avocation   

n. an occupation besides one’s regular work; hobby 

a<ab(=away)+voc(=voice, call)

My job at the bank is only that-a job. You know what I mean? It’s just a way to earn money to support my family, and my avocation-skydiving! It’s an expensive hobby, but an excellent way to spend free time.

Aberration   

n. the state of being abnormal; an abnormal act; failure of rays to focus 

aberrant / ab(=from)+err(=wander)

Peering through the huge telescope, Dr. Kwon saw nothing out of the ordinary. Then suddenly he noticed a strange aberration in the moon’s glow, “How very queer” he said to himself.

Abortive   

a. unsuccessful; born before grown enough to live 

abortion / abortionist / abort / ab(=from)+ort<ori(=arise)

Rescuers attempted to raise the sunken ship near Wi Do again this morning to no avail, making this the third abortive attempt. Captain Cho blamed the failures on a shortage of proper equipment.

Abrasive   

a. causing abrasion; harsh, rough 

n. substance used for rubbing or grinding down surfaces 

abrasiveness / abrasion / abrade / ab(=away)+ras/rad(=scrape)

Bob was our best programmer. Unfortunately, he was also an insensitive, inconsiderate man. His abrasive personality offended even the most patient of us, so I had to fire him.

LECTURE 5   접두어 AD(AC, AS, AF, AG, AL, AN, AP, AR, AT, A)

Acclaim   

v. welcome someone with praise, joy, and applause along with loud shouts 

n. the act of doing this 

acclamation / ac<ad(=to)+claim(=cry out)

Fiddler on the Roof opened to rave reviews in the early 1970’s. Critical acclaim in the New York Times hailed it as “an epoch drama not to be missed.”

Accommodate   

v. oneself+to+sth 

make fit; kindly give someone what he wants; have rooms for persons; reconcile disputes 

accommodation / accommodating / accommodative / ac<ad(=to)+com<con(=together)+mod(=fit)

Door-to-door salesmen bother you until you finally accommodate them just to free yourself. Tired of these abrasive peddlers and letting them have their way? Call us, we can help you learn to say “NO!”

Acquit   

v. sb+of+sth   

set someone free from a charge of crime or from duty; behave; conduct 

acquittance / ac<ad(=to)+qui(=quiet)

Thomas Payne, the real estate tycoon, was cleared of all charges of tax evasion. A federal judge acquitted him, saying the evidence presented by his lawyer clearly absolved him of the accusation.

Adhere   

a. to+sth   

stick fast to; support firmly; remain faithful 

adherence / adhesion / adherent / adhesive / ad(=to)+her(=stick)

Do you think we should stick these posters on the wall with tape or glue? They have to hold on for about three months. Which do you think would adhere best?

Adverse   
a. contrary in direction; unfavorable; opposing; hostile / adversity / adversary / adversely / ad(=to)+vers(=turn)

Instead of helping her husband succeed, she worked against him, becoming an adverse influence in his home with her constant negative comments about his work.

LECTURE 6   접두어 AD(AC, AS, AF, AG, AL, AN, AP, AR, AT, A)

Affluence   
n. rich supply; great wealth / affluent / af<ad(=to, intensive)+flu(=flow)

Hawthorne would spend long periods without writing anything at all. Then in a burst of creativity, he would hit upon an affluent period and produce a remarkable volume of work in a few short weeks.

Allegiance   
n. loyalty; faithfulness / at<ad(=to)+leg(=law)

Senator Patterson, usually a staunch ally of the environmentalist, surprised even his own staff when he broke his allegiance and voted against protecting the northwestern forests.

Apparel   
n. clothing, garments; things used to equip a ship, such as sails and another anchor / v. clothe; dress / ap<ad(=to, near)+par(=arrange)

Many people decorate a Christmas tree so heavily that you can’t see its natural beauty through all the unnatural apparel. This year try to use fewer adornments-you’ll be amazed at how nice your tree will look.

Append   
v. sth+of+sth   add in writing or in print; attach; hang / appendix / appendage / appendicitis / ap<ad(=to, add)+pend(=hang)

Here’s the contract. If you feel there’s anything that should be added, let me know and I’ll see if we can append it before the meeting. But try not to tack on too much, it already has too many pages.

Aspect   
n. the side or part of a subject; a look, countenance; view / a<ad(=to)+spect(=look)

There is much more to a labor dispute than just the legal considerations. Special attention must be given to the human relations aspect as well.

LECTURE 7   접두어 AD(AC, AS, AF, AG, AL, AN, AP, AR, AT, A)

Assailant   
n. person who attacks / assail / as<ad(=to)+sail<sal(=leap)

If you propose eliminating scholarships for black students, you had better be prepared to come under attack. Your first assailant will be me!

Avenge   
v. punish someone in return for his wrong act or injury / avenger / avenging / a<ad(=to)+veng(=punish)

Getting even with someone who has done you a wrong can sometimes lead to a vicious cycle of retaliations, with each person forever trying to avenge the other.

Accelerate   
v. make something move faster; speed up; step up; make something happen or come sooner / increase in speed / acceleration / accelerator / ac<ad(=to, add)+cel(=swift)

Opening of the park was scheduled for next summer, but Mayor Inders has ordered the construction crew to pick up the pace so that it cat be ready b this fall. The reason for the accelerated completion is not exactly abstruse : city elections are this November!

Adequate   
a. sufficient; suitable / adequacy / adequately / ad(=to, add)+equ(=equal)

This is only a three day trip, so one suitcase will be more than adequate. If any student thinks one bag is not good enough to hold his apparel, then he is probably bringing too much.

Adjacent   
a. lying near or next to; neighboring / adjacency / ad(=to, add)+jac(=throw)

A man in an adjoining room thought he heard gunshots and got up to check. He found someone had blown open the safe in the adjacent office and absconded with the company’s payroll.

LECTURE 8   접두어 AD(AC, AS, AF, AG, AL, AN, AP, AR, AT, A)

Advocate   
v. speak in favor of something / n. a person who advocates / advocacy / advocator / ad(=to)+voc(=call)

We have to consider the motivation behind their decision to call for lower taxes. Are they really in favor of tax cuts or are they only advocating cuts to please voters?

Affliction   
n. suffering, distress; cause or occasion of suffering / afflict / af<ad(=to)+flict(=strike)

Was Beethoven’s deafness an affliction or actually a blessing in disguise? It’s true the disorder was the bane of his life, causing him great anguish, but it’s also true that it pushed him to create his greatest works.

Alliance   
n. a union between nations, parties, or families; relationship by marriage and treaty / ally / allied / al<ad(=to, near)+li<lig(=bind)

Following the second world war, western European nations joined together and teamed up with America to form NATO, a military alliance.

Available   
a. able to be used; able to be obtained / availability / avail / a<ad(=to)+vail(=worth)

In line with your increased duties, we will make two of our office clerks available to you. They will be at your disposal all day. You can use them anytime just by calling the office manager.

Accord   
v. with+sb   be in agreement or harmony / sth+to+sb give, grant / accordance / accordant / ac<ad(=to, near)+cord(=heart)

Though there are drawbacks to the peace plan, we are of the same opinion that the pluses far outweigh the minuses. With this accord, we announce we have reached settlement.

LECTURE 9   접두어 AD(AC, AS, AF, AG, AL, AN, AP, AR, AT, A)

Adapt   
v. oneself+to+sth adjust; make suitable; modify / to+sth adjust oneself / adaptation / adaptability / adaptable / adapted / adaptive / ad(=to)+apt(=fit)

Moving a Ford engine into a Dodge truck is possible with a few adjustments. You’d have to make some changes to the fuel intake valves and adapt the exhaust outlets to the Dodge’s frame.

Allot   
v. sth+to+sb give a part of something to each / allotment / al<ad(=to)+lot(=lot)

We’ve set aside a trust fund of $45,000 for our children’s education. We’d budget even more if we could, but for now it’s all we can afford to allot.

Annul   
v. destroy the effect of a law, etc; do away with; cancel / annulment / an<ad(=to, near)+n<ne(=not)+ul(any)

By giving our technology to your sister company, you have invalidated our contract. We will ask the court to annul it officially next month, but as far as we are concerned, it is no longer in effect as of today.

Apparition   
n. ghost, specter; phantom; anything strange or unexpected that comes into sight / ap<ad(=to, near)+par(=appear)

Charles Dickens’ character, Mr. Scrooge, was actually visited by four ghostly beings. Before the spirits of time appeared, he talked with the apparition of his former business partner.

Appease   
v. quiet an angry person, etc.; satisfy an appetite; yield to the demands of someone / appeasement / unappeasable / ap<ad(=to)+peas<pac(=peace)

Before taking office, a meeting with big business could help ease matters with them. Anything you can do to make them happier now would be good. Once you’re in, it will be harder to appease them.

LECTURE 10   접두어 AD(AC, AS, AF, AG, AL, AN, AP, AR, AT, A)

Arrogance   
n. the state or manner of having too great pride in oneself / arrogant / arrogation / ar<ad(=to, add)+rog(=ask)

The last thing we need is some self-important, pompous government official coming over here and telling us how to do our jobs. His arrogance will only make matters worse.

Assert   
v. declare or insist on something solemnly and with certainty / assertion / assertiveness / assertive / as<ad(=to, intensive)+sert(=put)

Your Honor, my client’s confession does not in the least change the defense’s argument that he is innocent. We continue to assert that he was acting in self-defense and therefore should be acquitted of assault charges.

Avowed   
a. acknowledged; declared openly / avowal / avow / avowedly / a<ad(=to)+vow<voc(=call)

I have nothing to hide-I’ve stated it before and I’ll proclaim it again here on national television : I am an avowed member of the KKK and proud of it.

Access   
n. the act of coming near; a fit or attack of illness / v. gain or have access to / accessibility / accessible / ac<ad(=to, near)+cess(=go)

The computer bulletin system can be accessed form three different source : you can get into it by fax, modem or telephone. If you have any problem entering the system, contact Bob at 555-8798.

Accomplice 
n. a person who helps another in a wrong act / ac<ad(=near)+com(=together)+plic(=fold)

If I find out that you had a part in the bribery, I will not hesitate to turn you over to the police as an accomplice. I will not tolerate employee who are mixed up in organized crime.

LECTURE 11   접두어 AD(AC, AS, AF, AG, AL, AN, AP, AR, AT, A)

Adept

a. highly skilled

n. a person with great skill; expert

ad(=to)+ept<apt(=fit)

Charlie is probably the most competent lab assistant we have here. Not only is he adept in all of the standard blood tests, but he’s also good at training new assistants.

Adjourn

v. put off or stop a meeting, etc.

to+sth

go to another place; break off proceedings and separate

adjournment / ad(=to, near)+journ(=day)

I don’t know about you guys, but I’m hungry! Let’s take a break for lunch. I suggest we adjourn this negotiation until two o’clock.

Admonish

v. blame or scold gently; warn; give advice to someone

admonition / admonitory / ad(=to)+mon(=warn, advise, remind)

The two boys didn’t intend to hurt anyone, but still they need to be admonished for starting the fire. If I don’t scold them, they might try it again. I’ll have a few words with them tonight after dinner.

Advent

n. coming or arrival; the second coming of Christ at the Last Judgment

ad(=to, near)+vent(=come)

You call these recent events the birth of true racial harmony? I’m sorry, but I don’t see them as the beginning of anything but rather as isolated incidents of kindness, in no way marking the advent of any great social change.

Aggravate

v. make an existing trouble worse or more severe; anger

aggravation / aggravating / ag<ad(=to, add)+grav(=heavy)

The difficult task of removing the debris is aggravated by heavy furniture blocking the entrances, making it much more difficult to move about.

LECTURE 12   접두어 AD(AC, AS, AF, AG, AL, AN, AP, AR, AT, A)

Annexation

n. the act of joining or adding something to a large thing; something added

annex / an<ad(=to, near)+nex<nect(=bind)

The annexation of the Louisiana Purchase, bought from the French, more than doubled the size of the United States. The addition of this land turned the young nation’s eyes westward.

Annihilate

v. destroy completely; defeat completely in a competition, sports, election, etc.; put an end to

annihilation / an<ad(=to, near)+nihil(=nothing)

Polio, easily curable and virtually annihilated in the developed world, still abounds in many African and Southeast Asian nations. WHO hopes to stamp out the affliction within the next decade.

Apportion

v. give a part of something to each; divide; allot

apportionment / ap<ad(=to)+portion(=part, share)

If they actually find the sunken British treasure ship, the team plans to divvy up the $30 million  in gold, apportioning it according to the amount each member invested in the search.

Appreciable

a. able to be felt or estimated

appreciate / appreciation / appreciative / ap<ad(=to)+preci(=price)

When you mix the two chemicals, there is a significant release of electrical energy. It’s appreciable enough to register on your electrometer. Remember, any measurable current must be monitored.

Aspire

v. to+sth/R

desire eagerly or strongly

aspiration / aspirant / aspiring / a<ad(=to, intensive)+spir(=breathe)

The annual Miss Korea pageant featured over 100 would-be beauty queens, each aspiring to be throned as the most beautiful woman in Korea.

LECTURE 13   접두어 AD(AC, AS, AF, AG, AL, AN, AP, AR, AT, A)

Assimilate

v. cause someone to be like others in customs, etc.; compare with; digest; understand fully

assimilation / as<ad(=to, near)+simil(=same)

Do you realize the massive amount of information an aspiring doctor must absorb? His brain must assimilate more in four years than it has taken in the previous 20 years of school.

Assurance

n. confidence in oneself; guarantee

assure / assured / assuredly / as<ad(=to)+sur(=certain)

Without an ironclad promise of support from the unions, I can’t risk voting against this legislation. I need assurance from the labor leader himself.

Accede

v. th+sth

agree; take up a position; succeed; become a member of an organization

accession / ac<ad(=to, near)+ced(=go)

Don’t waste your breath-I will not give my consent just to appease your faction. If you think your public protest will force me to accede to your demands, you’re wrong.

Acclimate

v. oneself+to+sth

accustom someone or something to a new environment, climate, etc.

acclimation / acclimatization / ac<ad(=to)+clim(=slope, ladder)

It’s always hectic around here, but you’ll get used to it. After a few days of acclimating, you’ll settle in and feel right at home. Let me know if you have any trouble adjusting.

Acquiesce

v. to+sth

give consent silently

acquiescence / acquiescent / ac<ad(=to, intensive)+qui(=quiet)+esc(=becoming)

In control of the purse strings, Mr. Binder felt confident his two sons would go along with his plan to divorce their mother and marry another woman. He was right-they offered little resistance, quietly acquiescing to his wishes.

LECTURE 14   접두어 AD(AC, AS, AF, AG, AL, AN, AP, AR, AT, A)

Adulterate

v. make something poorer in quality by adding something improper

adulteration / ad(=to, add)+ulter<alter(=other)

Ancient American Indians would cry if they could see the polluted rivers and lakes they once worshipped. With the Europeans came industrialization and the adulteration of the nature Indians so honored.

Affiliate

v. sb+with+sth

bring someone or something into close association; have someone or something as a member; adopt

with+sb

associate

n. an affiliated organization or individual

affiliation / af<ad(=to, near)+fil(=son)

How were we to know he had dealings with drug traffickers? He works here from 9 to 5. What he does and whom he affiliates with after work is none of our concern.

Alleviate

v. make pain or suffering less or easier to bear

alleviation / al<ad(=to, add)+lev(=light, lift)

Until we find a full-time secretary, I suggest we hire a temporary to take the load off our poor Ms. Kwak. I’m afraid that if we don’t alleviate her situation soon, she may quit too.

Allude

v. to+sth

speak of something indirectly

allusion / allusive / al<ad(=to)+lud/lus(=laugh, play)

He doesn’t come right out and say it, but he’s always dropping hints that if it weren’t for his father’s generosity, the school would fail. That’s true, but by alluding to it so often, he makes it less worthy.

Appall

v. fill with fear or terror; dismay; shock deeply; terrify

appalling / appallingly / ap<ad(=to)+pall(=pale)

Even hardened police veterans found gruesome murder scene appalling. “It was pretty disturbing,” sad Sgt. Thomas, a man with twenty-two years of service.

LECTURE 15   접두어 AD(AC, AS, AF, AG, AL, AN, AP, AR, AT, A)

Applicable

a. able to be applied; suitable

application / appliance / applicability / applicant / applied / apply / ap<ad(=to, near)+plic(=fold)

It’s great report and I can tell you put a lot of effort into it, but I can’t see the connection between this stuff on page 32 and the rest of the report. Are you sure it’s applicable?

Apprehensive

a. fearful about something that might happen; quick to understand; perceptive

apprehension / apprehensible / apprehend / ap<ad(=to, near)+prehens(=take)

Go ahead and buy it if you really want to, but I’m telling you I really don’t like the sound of that deal. If I were you, I would be apprehensive about buying land in Africa that I’ve never seen.

Ascertain

v. find out in order to e certain about; get to know

ascertainable / ascertainment / as<ad(=to)+cert(=sure)

If you really want to ascertain whether I can paint your portrait, why don’t you come and see for yourself the work I’ve done for others? That way you can remove all doubt.

Assent

v. to+sth

agree to something

n. agreement

assentation / as<ad(=to, near)+sent(=feel)

You’ll get nowhere without Mr. Green’s stamp of approval. You had better talk with him and persuade him to accede. Nobody does anything in this town without Mr. Green’s assent.

Asset

n. anything owned by a person, company, etc. that has money value and that may be sold to pay debts; valuable or useful quality or skill

as<ad(=to, near)+set<sat(=enough)

It is better to think of your personal peace and good health as your greatest assets rather than any material wealth.

LECTURE 16   접두어 AD(AC, AS, AF, AG, AL, AN, AP, AR, AT, A)

Assiduous

a. working steadily, diligent; eagerly attentive

assiduity / assiduously / as<ad(=to, intensive)+sid(=sit)

Pat’s a hard worker. Whatever you ask of him, he assiduously goes about accomplishin it. I’ve never seen anyone put as much effort and enthusiasm into their work. Hi’s a real eager beaver.

Attainment

n. achievement; skill or knowledge gained by training or study

attain / attainable / at<ad(=to, near)+tain(=hold)

Mission accomplished, we sat back and enjoyed the warm feeling of companionship that can only be had by those who have stuck together and realized their goal, when its attainment was no easy task.

Abase

v. make someone lower in rank, position, character, etc.

abasement / a<ad(=to)+bas(=lower)

Nothing you can say will ever take away from the respect this town holds for George Peabody. Even if you’re right, your abasing arguments will fall on deaf ears-he’s a hero and people don’t want to hear anything bad about him.

Accentuate

v. pronounce a word, syllable, phrase, etc. with an accent or a stress; put an emphasis upon; distinguish

accent / accentuation / ac<ad(=to, intensive)+cent<cant(=sing)

Our multi-colored fluorescent highlighters make it easy to accentuate the main ideas in whatever you are reading. Once you’ve marked something, you’ve made it noticeable forever.

Accrue

v. to+sb

com as a natural growth or development; come as a natural increase especially of money

accretion / ac<ad(=to, add)+cru<cre(=grow, increase)

Ten million won in the bank today with a rate of 10% interest accruing-wow, you could build up quite an appreciable nest egg for your retirement.

LECTURE 17   접두어 AD(AC, AS, AF, AG, AL, AN, AP, AR, AT, A)

Adventitious

a. happening by chance; coming from outside

ad(=to, near)+vent(=come)

Doctor Walton hadn’t planned to discover the cure to cancer when he started his research. He stumbled upon it completely by chance in an adventitious mistake in the lab.

Affable

a. easy to talk to; friendly and polite

affability / af<ad(=to, near)+fa(=say)

Martin’s parents are the most affable people I know. Too bad their kindness is wasted on Martin. He’s exactly the opposite-not pleasant, not nice and definitely not easy to get along with.

Aggrandize

v. make someone or a nation greater in power, wealth, rank, etc.; exaggerate

aggrandizement / ag<ad(=to, add)+grand(=great)

Japanese history books aggrandize their naked aggression against Korea, glorifying their forced annexation of the peninsula as a “mission of co-prosperity.”

Approbation

n. approval; sanction

approbate / ap<ad(=to)+prob(=try, test, good)

Personally, I’m in favor of Tom Handy as governor of Texas and would give him my endorsement, but only if he had the blessing of the Democratic Party. Without their approbation, my hands are tied.

Ascribe

v. sth+to+sb/sth

give the cause, etc. of something

ascription / ascribable / a<ad(=to)+scrib(=write)

Don’t ever think about putting the blame on me. You’re the manager, so anything that goes wrong in this store can only be ascribed to you.

LECTURE 18   접두어 AD(AC, AS, AF, AG, AL, AN, AP, AR, AT, A)

Aspersion

n. the act of sprinkling water; slander

asperse / a<ad(=to)+spers(=strew)

How dare you attack the name of Norton Boys’ School by slandering our highly qualified teaching staff. Your aspersions are only a vicious attempt to avenge your dismissal by abasing our reputation.

Assess

v. ab/sth+at+sth

determine or fix the value of property, income, etc.; fix the amount of a tax, fine, damage, etc.

assessment / assessor / as<ad(=to, near)+sess(=sit)

Joe, I want you to go down to the factory and size up the situation with the fire. Make a quick judgment on the expected cost of repairing the damage and give me your assessment by noon.

Attribute

v. sth+to+sth/sb

consider one thing as belonging to or caused to by another

n. quality looked upon as naturally or necessarily belonging to somebody or something; symbol

attributable / attributive / attribution / at<ad(=to)+tribute(=give)

You’ve mentioned all of his negative characteristics, but haven’t said a thing about the qualities which make him so loved. Surely a man adored by millions must have some redeeming attributes as well.

Aver

v. declare as true; assert; affirm

a<ad(=to)+ver(=true)

“I said I would climb Mt. McKinley and I will. There is no doubt in my mind,” averred Woo Jin to his critical friends.

Acquisitive

a. eager to get and keep as one’s own

acquisitiveness / acquisition / acquire / ac<ad(=to, add)+quisit(=ask)

Your son’s pretty sharp-probably the smartest boy in the school. He catches on quickly and is full of curiosity. I’ve never seen such an acquisitive young man.
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Affectation

n. behavior that is not natural or genuine; a false show of manners; pretence

affect / affected / affection / affectionately / af<ad(=to, near)+fect(=do, make)

We just can’t stand his falseness. He comes around here putting on airs and then expects us to like him? Well, it doesn’t work that way-we despise affectations.

Affront

v. insult someone openly and on purpose; confront defiantly

n. an open insult

affrontive / af<ad(=to)+front(=face, forehead)

That rude bastard! He boldly walked up to me last night and insulted me right in front of everybody. I’d never been affronted like that before, so I was so appalled that I didn’t even react.

Allege

v. speak clearly about something without proof

allegation / alleged / al<ad(=to, intensive)+leg(=send)

They were both home, or so they say. It could be just a story-I’ll check it out. If it turns out they weren’t home as they allege, I’ll bring them in for questioning.

Arrogate

v. sth+to+oneself

claim or seize without right; attribute unjustly

arrogation / ar<ad(=to, add)+rog(=ask)

The boys came upon an empty vacation cabin on the mountain and simply made it their own, arrogating its food, supplies and facilities.

Asseverate

v. assert solemnly

asseveration / as<ad(=to, intensive)+sever(=serious)

“I’m 100% sure and would swear on the Bible that I say Colton take it,” asseverated Larry when asked about the missing camera. His firm assertion left us no choice but to ask Colton about it.
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Attenuate

v. make thin or slender; weaken

attenuation / at<ad(=to, intensive)+tenu(=thin)

The adverse effects may not be evident for many years to come, but this dependence on loans will slowly eat away at the strength of the company and we will face an attenuated future.

Accolade

n. praise, approval; bestowal of a knighthood by a tap on the shoulder with the flat of a sword

ac<ad(=to, near)+col(=neck)

The chairman lauded the work of the Red Cross in the community. His speech sang the praises of the director, Mr. Keating, and also bestowed accolades on Mrs. Keating for her undying support.

Accost

v. come up and speak to someone

ac<ad(=to)+cost(=rib, side)

Mr. Pierce, I hope you understand the penalty for accosting a member of the jury outside this courtroom. You are not to come anywhere near any jury member. Do you understand?

Adjudicate

v. give a judgement or decision upon; sit in judgement in order to decide; declare something to be

ad(=to)+jud(=judge)

Americans depend too often on legal procedures to settle their marital problems. Instead of exercising judgment for themselves, they run off to court and ask a stranger to adjudicate.

Adjunct

n. addition

a. added or connected in a secondary or subordinate way; temporarily emplyed

ad(=to, add)+junct(=join, bind)

My abstemious father bought this car, that’s why you’ll find no optional equipment-no stereo, no leather seats, no air conditioning-nothing adjunct in this car, just the basics.
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Adumbrate

v. indicate vaguely or briefly; foreshadow a coming event

adumbration / ad(=to, intensive)+umbr(=shadow)

NASA’s attenuated budget may adumbrate the end of the proposed space station; at least that’s what one former astronaut sees it as a sign of. “I think it gives good reason to expect elimination of the station,” argues Jim Treint.

Affinity

n. a close relationship; likeness; strong liking or attraction; the force that causes the atoms of certain elements to combine and stay combined

af<ad(=to, near)+fin(=end)

Some children become so attached to a certain toy that they can not bear to be separated from it. Such affinity is not abnormal and is nothing to worry about as they soon grow out of it.

Apposite

a. strikingly appropriate for a purpose or occasion

appositeness / appositely / ap<ad(=to, near)+pos(=put)

Ms. Linton had learned in charm school the value of being apposite in her words, dress and manner. She chose her words carefully, dressed for the occasion and behaved in a most fitting manner.

Apprise

v. sb+of+sth

inform

ap<ad(=to)+pris<prehend(=take)

Mr. Song is waiting for you in Masan with a full report on the accident, Mr. President. He’ll apprise you of the government’s actions before giving any information to press.

Attrition

n. wearing away by rubbing; the loss in the personnel of an organization

attrite  attrited / at<ad(=to, intensive)+trit(=rub)

Our goal is to reduce the number of employees without laying off anyone. We can attain this through attrition : as people retire, we will not replace them.
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Anecdote

n. short or usually amusing and instructive story about some real person or event; little-known, entertaining facts of history

an(=not)+ec<ex(=out)+dot(=give)

Much to mother’s approbation, Grandfather would tell us stories about his life each evening in front of the fireplace. The topic of his anecdotes ranged from his days as a soldier to his life as a fisherman.

Anonymous

a. without a name, or with a name that is not made known

anonymity / an(=not, without)+onym(=name, word)

The informant wishes to remain anonymous, so court documents refer to her only as Jane Doe. To further keep her identity secret, she will sit behind a curtain while giving testimony.

Abyss

n. hole so deep as to appear bottomless

a<an(=not, without)+bys(=bottom, end)

Their difference on the issue has deepened and the two parties are now worlds apart. The abyss is unlikely to be bridged anytime soon.

Anarchy

n. absence of government or control; confusion, disorder

anarchism / anarchist / an(=not, without)+arch(=govern, government)

The roaring fire quickly spread to the auditorium. Out of fear, the crowd lost all control and like wild animals trapped in a forest fire, chaotically fought to get out the only door. In the anarchy two people died.

Apathy

n. absence of sympathy or interest; indifference

apathetic / a<an(=not, without)+path(=feel, suffer)

Carl’s boss fired him for not showing interest in his job. He was doing things half-heartedly and customers were complaining about his apathy.
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Amnesty

n. a general pardon especially for political offenses against a government

a<an(=not, without)+mne(=remember)

Amnesty International monitors human rights abuses against political prisoners around the world. With affiliates in nearly every country, they work to persuade governments to absolve and free from imprisonment those who oppose them.

Amorphous

a. having no definite shape or form; indeterminate, unorganized

a<an(=not, without)+morph(=form)

Ah, love-the most amorphous of all human emotions. Who can define it? What are its boundaries? Where does it start and end?

Atrophy

n. wasting away of the body or of a moral quality

v. cause atrophy in or waste away

a<an(=not, without)+troph(=nourishment)

What a waste. He spent 12 years building his body to perfection and now he sits around watching TV and letting his body atrophy like a wilting flower.

Agnostic

n. a person who believes that the human mind cannot know whether there is a God or an ultimate cause, or anything beyond material phenomena

a. of an agnostic or agnosticism

agnosticism / a<an(=not)+gno(=know)

While he doesn’t believe in the existence of a supreme being, he doesn’t rule it out either. Like all agnostics, he’s not convinced.

Anesthesiologist

n. a doctor who administers drugs to make patients unconscious or numb during surgery

anesthetize / anesthesia / anesthetist / anesthesiology / anesthetic / an(=not, without)+esthet/esthes(=feel)

During surgery, once the patient loses consciousness, the anesthesiologist’s job is not finished. He continues to administer small doses of drugs to sedate the patient throughout the operation.
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Commentary

n. criticism; view; a series of comments or explanations

comment / commentator / com<con(=with)+ment(=mind)

Larry King’s talk show on CNN is a national stage on which famous and powerful people from around the world give their views on current issues. Commentaries on everything from babies to war are discussed.

Compact

a. of a relatively small, light, economical model of automobile; arranged neatly in a small space; closely packed together; neatly fitted; condensed

v. compress; join firmly together

n. contract, covenant; container for face-powder

com<con(=intensive)+pact(=fasten, agree)

Those small, pocket-sized calculators students carry to school these days aren’t just miniatures of the heavy ones we carried 20 years ago. They’re actually compact computers.

Compliant

a. ready or disposed to comply

compliance / comply / com<con(=throughly)+pli(=fill)

Thomas has no choice but to go along with whatever his mother wishes as she is in control of the family fortune. Even his wife and children are complaint.

Compress

v. press things tightly together; make something smaller by pressing; condense

n. a wet pad

compression / compressor / compressed / compressible / com<con(=together)+press(=press)

Please abbreviate this letter so that it fits on one page. Try condensing the font size first. If that doesn’t reduce it adequately, you can compress it further by eliminating the company address.

Concept

n. idea underlying a class of things

conception / conceptual / conceive / con(=together)+cept(=take)

Frankly, K find notion that urban slums are a natural part of society absurd. The very concept that some people want to live in ghettos reflects Mr. Inters’ racist thinking.
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Confer

v. sth+on+sb

give or grant a degree, title, favor

with+sb

talk over together; compare

conference / conferment / con(=with, together)(=carry)

We’ll have to take this up with the Israelis before making a final decision. I want you, Mr. Beasley, to sit down with their ambassador by tomorrow morning. After you’ve conferred with him, apprise me of their feelings on this.

Confiscate

v. seize or take someone’s property for public use by authority

confiscation / con(=with)+fisc(=chest)

NOTICE : Watches with memory ability are not allowed in the testing room. Test monitors have been instructed to confiscate any such watch. If you bring one, it will be taken away.

Confront

v. be or come face to face with; bring face to face with; be opposite to

confrontation / con(=together)+front(=forehead, face)

My best advice to a fresh, inexperienced prison guard is : Don’t be afraid to stand up to a prisoner. You’ve got to meet him head on. If you don’t confront him directly at each and every incidence of disobedience, he’ll judge you as weak and try even more.

Consequence

n. that which follows or is brought about as the result or effect of something; importance

consequent / consequential / consequently / con(=with)+sequ(=follow)

Without knowing the deadly consequence of her work, Marie Curie pioneered nuclear science. Had she known the fatal outcome of her exposure, would she have continued?

Conserve

v. keep from change, loss, or destruction

n. fruit preserved in sugar; jam

conservation / conservatism / conservatory / conservative / con(=with)+serv(=serve, keep)

This paper is not free! I’d appreciate if everyone would start trying to conserve it. If we don’t saving paper, we’ll go bankrupt! Please, don’t waste it.
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Constrain

v. make someone do something by using force or strong persuasion; compel; restrain; confine

constraint / constrained / con(=together)+strain(=tie, draw tight)

People who suffer from claustrophobia can not bear to be constrained. They’re afraid of any small, tight area where their freedom of movement is restricted. They feel just as confined among people in a crowed place.

Contemporary

a. belonging to the present; of the same age or date

n. a person who belongs to the same period of time; a person of the same age

contemporaneous / con(=together)+tempor(=time)

Are rock-n-roll lyrics writer modern-day poets, as some have suggested? If so, I’ll stick with the old stuff and leave the contemporary poetry to the kids.

Convene

v. call together; send for someone

come together for a meeting, council, etc.

convention / conventional / con(=together)+ven(=come)

Republicans, assembling to select a presidential candidate, will come together in Atlanta for one week, starting Monday. They will convene in Atlanta’s Convention Center as always.

Coincide

v. with+sth

happen at the same time; concur; correspond in outline and area

coincidence / coincident / coincidental / co<con(=together)+in(=upon)+cid(=fall)

The opening of the rice market coincided with the signing of the GATT. On the same day the nation game and received market access in a way that never existed before.

Consolidate

v. combine, merge; make something firm or strong, strengthen solid or strong

become solid strong

consolidation / con(=together)+sol(=solid)

His army heavily attrited by six days of fighting, General Colt pulled together several units and concentrated them on Hill 269. He was able to consolidate enough of them to fight what would be his last battle.
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Conviction

n. the act of proving or declaring guilty; firm or assured belief

convict / con(=intensive)+vict(=conquer)

Although she asseverated her innocence to the end, the jury took only thirty minutes to find Ms. Felter guilty of absconding with the money. The conviction carries a sentence of five years in jail.

Countenance

v. give support, approval, or encouragement to

n. face, including its appearance and expression; support

coun<con(-together)+ten(=hold)

Government officials in this poor nation look the other way. Some even encourage drug trafficking. Their countenance is attributable to the large amount of foreign currency the trade brings to the country.

Collaborate

v. with+sb/on+sth

work in partnership, especially in literature and art; work treasonably especially with enemy forces occupying one’s country.

Collaboration / collaborator / col<con(=with)+labor(=work)

I admit I helped the enemy by housing them, but it was only to protect my family. Is that treason? Can you accuse a man of collaboration for doing what he had to?

Commotion

n. noisy confusion, disorder, violent uprising or disturbance

com<con(=with)+not(=move)

Suddenly there was the clamor of dishes breaking and pans tumbling to the floor. I ran into the kitchen to see what the commotion was tripped over the cat.

Congest

v. fill something too full; pack densely; cause too much blood to gather in one part of the body

congestion / congested / con(=together)+gest(=carry, bear)

Following the 1989 earthquake in San Francisco, all telephone lines to and from the area were overloaded with callers trying to ascertain the condition of their loved ones. The congestion continued for nearly two days.
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Convey

v. sth+to+sb

carry; take something from one place to another; pass on, conduct; give full legal rights in land or property

conveyance / conveyer / conveyor / conveyancer / con(=with)+very(=carry, way)

Our church uses a newsletter to get its message across to those who don’t come to church. Though it doesn’t communicate well, it still conveys the idea that we haven’t forgotten them.

Combatant

n. one who fights

a. fighting

combat / combative / com<con(=together)+bat(=strike)

Surrounded by the enemy, the two soldiers changed their clothing from those of combatants to those of the local citizens who were not involved in the fighting.

Commandeer

v. seize horses, stores, buildings, etc. for military purpose under martial law; force men into military service; take by force

com<con(=intensive)+mand(=order)

The government reserves the right to commandeer all aircraft in the event of a war. Even airline companies’ shiny passenger jets could be pressed into service.

Compensate

v. sb+for+sth

give something to make up for loss, injury, etc.

for+sth

make amends

compensation / compensatory / com<con(=with)+pens(=pay, hang)

Realizing the great loss our company’s error caused you, and knowing that money could never really make up for it, we wish to offer you 2 million dollars in compensation.

Concede

v. admit something to be true; yield; give a right, a privilege, etc.

concession / concessive / con(=with)+ced(=go)

Okay, I admit I have, on occasion, drunk a little too much at some of our parties, but I in no way concede that I am an alcoholic as you so deftly alluded.
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Concise

a. brief; giving much information in few words

conciseness / concisely / con(=intensive)+cis(=cut)

In as few words as possible, I want you to send a telegram to Mr. Potter in Seattle. The telegram company charges a dime for each word, so keep it concise.

Condone

v. overlook or forgive an office

condonation / con(=intensive, completely)+don(=give)

While there is no evidence indication the CEO of Three Moon gave the order to spy on Shine Company, surely he knew about it and let it happen. Nothing happens at Three Moon unless the boss condones it.

Congenial

a. having the same or a similar nature, common interests, etc.; agreeable

congeniality / congenially / con(=with)+gen(=birth)

Each was surprised to find that they had a lot in common. Their conversation was affable and congenial, as the two leaders found many common interests to talk about besides politics.

Console

v. give comfort or sympathy to someone who is unhappy, disappointed, etc.

n. radio or TV cabinet made to stand on the floor not a table model

consolation / consolatory / consolable / con(=with)+son(=comfort)

The local Buddhist monk came over to the house after our father’s death. His down-to-earth words of reassurance went a long way in consoling my mother.

Conspicuous

a. clearly visible; attracting attention; remarkable

conspicuously / con(=intensive)+spic(=look)

This is going too far! I know restaurants’ signs need to be conspicuous, but MM Diner’s billboard really sticks out. It’s so bright that it’s noticeable even from my house in the suburb.
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Contend

v. for/with+sth

struggle; be in rivalry or competition; argue

assert

contention / contentious / con(=together)+tend(=stretch)

Twenty-six people will run for mayor of Taegu this fall. This is the largest number of people ever to contend for the position.

Cogent

a. having a powerful appeal to the mind

cogency / co<con(=together)+g<ag(=drive, do)

Debating for Claxton University’s debate team, Tracy Kent’s penetrating arguments have made her notorious. Now you can enjoy reading some of her most cogent presentations each Saturday in The Herald’s new column, TRACY SPEAKS!

Commend

v. sb+for+sth / sb+to+sb

praise; speak favorably of; give someone or something into the care of

commendation / commendable / com<con(=intensive)+mend<mand(=entrust, order)

The Boston Fraternal Order of Police will hold a dinner tonight in honor of Officer Dan Bolton. He is to be commended for his actions in the bank robbery last month. Mayor Rider will be among those bestowing accolades.

Commodious

a. having plenty of space for what is needed; convenient, handy

commodiously / com<con(=with)+mod(=fit, manner, modern)

With your promotion will come a commodious new office up on the executive floor. It’s a huge, wide open room with plenty of space for holding meetings.

Compassion

n. sorrow or pity for the sufferings of others; sympathy

compassionate / com<con(=together)+pass(=feel, suffer)

True compassion can only be felt in the hearts of those who have suffered the same situation and feel pity and sympathy because they understand the other’s pain.
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Compatible

a. in accord with; able to live together in harmony; suited to

compatibility / compatibly / com<con(=together)+pat(=feel, suffer)

Unless the computer and printer are compatible, you will not be able to print. They’ve got to be designed to work together. Check the manual and see if yours is made for mine.

Comprise

v. be composed of; contain

com<con(=together)+pris(=take)

The series is made up of five main books on various aspects of the English language. It also comprises several adjunct study books that enhance the main ones.

Compunction

n. uneasiness of conscience; feeling of regret for one’s action

compunctious / compunctiously / com<con(=intensive)+punct(=prick)

Don’t you have any compunction leaving your pet dogs when you move to Texas? I would not feel good about it. I mean, they’ve been like your best friends. You should feel bad about doing this to them.

Conclusive

a. decisive; convincing; final

conclude / conclusion / conclusively / con(=together)+clus(=shut)

On such questionable information, I refuse to assume the boys burned that house. Give me something that leaves no doubt. Without such conclusive evidence, they are free to go.

Concur

v. with+sb/in+sth

agree; be in harmony; happen at the same time; work together

concurrence / concurrent / concurrently / con(=together)+cur(=run)

Being of the same opinion, I find myself ready to concur with the senator from Oklahoma. I believe this is the first time we’ve reached accord on anything this year.
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Condolence

n. a message expressing sorrow or sympathy

condole/ condolatory / con(=with)+dol(=grieve)

You are my closest friend. The condolence I am expressing is sincere. Though I never met your uncle, I know how much you loved him and I sympathize with you because that hurts you, hurts me.

Conflagration

n. great and destructive fire, especially one that destroys buildings or forests

con(=thoroughly, intensive)+flagr(=burn)

Around noon the army began shelling the town with firebombs and setting fire to the fields around it. By night the village was a conflagration, its flames lighting up the night sky.

Consecrate

v. sth+to+sth

make sacred; devote something to a special purpose

consecration / con(=together)+secr<sacr(=holy)

Do we really need all of these consecrated battlefield? All of this land dedicated to the memories of men long forgotten could be put to better use.

Converge

v. come towards each other and meet at a point

convergence / convergent / con(=together)+verg(=turn, bend)

Bikers and biking fans will converge on Paris next month for the Tour de France. Flocking from every corner of the world, they will come together in the city of lights for two weeks of nothing but biking excitement.

Corrosive

a. eating away; having the power to corrode; bitingly sarcastic

n. substance that causes corrosion

corrode / corrosion / cor<con(=intensive)+ros/rod(=gnaw)

Battery acid is highly corrosive. If you get it on your clothes, it will slowly eat away at the material and leave holes.
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Coalition

n. the act of joining together; union of political parties for a special purpose

coalesce / co<con(=together)+alit<alesc(=becoming)

With only 27%  of the vote, the New Day Party will have to form a coalition by consolidating several smaller opposition groups. The People’s Party has already stated it would not be averse to siding with the NDP in a power sharing alliance.

Collate

v. make a careful comparison between copies of texts, manuscripts, books, etc. to learn the difference between them

collation / col<con(=together)+lat(=carry)

Experts are examining the wreckage of the Pan Am flight in Lockerbie, Scotland, Using a high-tech system of collating, they will sift through the wreckage piece by piece.

Commiserate

v. with+sb

feel or show sorrow for

commiseration / com<con(=with, intensive)+miser(=pity)

I took him out for some beers to try to take his mind off his business failure. He’d do the same for me. If I were in some kind of trouble, he’d be the first to commiserate with me.

Concoct

v. prepare by mixing together; invent a story, an excuse, a plot, etc.

concoction / con(=together)+coct(=cook)

Mixing western-style food with Korean traditional flavors, my mother concocts some really fantastic meals. She experiments with different ingredients until she develops something new and tasty.

Conducive

a. helpful, contributing to

conduce / con(=together)+duc(=lead)

A separate room just for smoking would be conducive to our smoke-free office campaign. People are more likely to keep from smoking in the office if they have a place to go to.
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Connoisseur

n. person with good judgment on matters in which taste is needed; expert

connoisseurship / con(=thoroughly)+n<gn<gno(=know)

Jason worked in a five-star French restaurant for six months just so he could become an authority on fine wines. I have to admit, he knows a lot about wine, but he’s no connoisseur.

Consternation

n. surprise and fear; dismay

con(=intensive)+stem(=rigid)

The pictures I saw on television of the sunken ferry filled me with horror, I wasn’t alone-all of Korea watched with equal consternation as bodies and possessions were retrieved.

Contiguous

a. touching, neighboring, near

contiguity / con(=intensive)+tig<ting(=touch)

San Francisco’s rows of contiguous houses, each touching the next one, are the subject of many posters and postcards. The symmetry of the adjacent structures and the hills they sit on is a natural attraction to anyone with a camera.

Corroborate

v. give support or certainty to a statement, belief, theory, etc.

corroboration / corroborative / corroborant / cor<con(=intensive)+robor(=strength)

The ancient city confirms the long-held belief that the Mayan Indians had a highly advanced society. Schools, hospitals, indoor plumbing-all corroborate what historians have been saying for years.

Coherent

a. sticking together; consistent; clear; easy to understand

cohere / cohesive / cohesion / co<con(=together)+her(=stick)

Milton’s Paradise Lost is easy to follow, if you’ve studied theology. If not, you may find it not so coherent, perhaps even abstruse.
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Collusion

n. secret agreement for an unlawful or evil purpose

collude / collusive. Col<con(=together)+lus/lud(=laugh, play)

Sgt. Smith and his accomplices Rich Rowen, a file room clerk, worked closely together to remove and sell top secret documents. Their collusion was as profitable as it was damaging to national security.

Complaisant

a. disposed to please; polite, compliant

complaisance / com<con(=intensive)+plais(=fill)

You always do whatever he wants. You never object. Just because he’s older than you it doesn’t mean you have to be complaisant. Stop being so accommodating to him.

Complement

n. that which makes something complete; words that complete a predicate

v. complete

complementary / com<con(=intensive)+ple(=fill)

You read that in Women’s Advice? What a coincidence-I read the same thing in Women’s Time. They said a pessimistic man complements an optimistic woman, and vice versa. Each makes the other complete. Isn’t that neat?!

Concord

n. agreement or harmony between persons or things

concordance / concordat / concordant / con(=with)+cord(=heart)

As he runs he listens to the flow of the stream, the singing of the birds and beating of his feet on the path. “What harmony,” he thinks to himself, sensing the concord of it all.

Condign

a. severe and well deserved

con(=intensive)+dign(=worthy)

I tried for years to persuade Vincent to stop smoking, but he never did. Sorry to sound cold, but I think the lung cancer afflicting him is condign. He deserves it for not listening to me.
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Conjecture

v. guess; put forward an opinion formed without facts as proof

n. guess

conjectural / con(=with)+ject(=throw)

There’s no room for conjecture during surgery. Anesthesiologists can’t just venture a guess as to what effect their drugs will have on the patient-they must be absolutely certain.

Consign

v. sb/sth+to+sth/sb

send goods, etc. for delivery; hand over; put someone or something into another’s care; set apart

consignment / consigner / consignor / consignee / con(=together)+sign(=sign, mark)

In the 1600’s, a trip to America was a long and often dangerous venture. Before departing, men consigned their property and family, giving them to the care of a trusted friend.

Consummate

v. accomplish; make perfect

a. perfect; highly skilled; absurd

consummation con(=with)+sum(=sum, highest point)

With the great deer in the sights of his rifle, there was only one thing left to do-pull the trigger and consummate months of hunting, but he couldn’t do it. He couldn’t make his hunt complete by killing such a beautiful animal.

Contrite

a. filled with deep sorrow for wrongdoing

contrition / con(=intensive, together)+trit(=rub)

Looking sincerely contrite, the president of Claxton Construction expressed his “deepest regret” for his company’s part in the collapsed apartment.

Conversant

a. having a knowledge of; familiar

converse / conversation / conversational / con(=together)+vers(=turn)

Wanted : Computer Salesman. Must be acquainted with current software. Those who are also conversant with computer hardware and repair are preferred.
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Convivial

a. gay, cheerful, fond of chatting, merry-making, drinking, etc.; of a feast or an official dinner

conviviality / con(=together)+viv(=live)

Publicly, the Jackson family appears to be quite convivial, with everybody enjoying the company of each other. Privately, it’s a different story.

Covenant

n. formal agreement that is legally binding

co<con(=together)+ven(=come)

In 1897, China entered into a binding agreement with England which allowed British rule of Hong Kong for 100 years. The covenant came to an end in 1997.

Cognate

a. having the same source or origin; having the same ancestor; related; having much in common

n. word, etc. that is cognate with another

cognation / co<con(=together)gn<gen(=birth)

Painting, music, dance, sculpture-all art is cognate; each is related to the expression of the human spirit.

Commensurate

a. in the proper portion; having the same measure of size

commensurable / com<con(=with)+mens(=measure)

Be careful not to give awards too freely, and when you do give one, be sure it’s in line with the deed done. Filing to keep them commensurate abases the value of the award system.

compendium

n. concise and comprehensive account; summary

compendious / com<con(=with)+pend(=hang, weigh)

Why do you carry that heavy dictionary everywhere? Haven’t you ever heard of abridged pocket dictionaries? Their condensed, compact compendiums fit in your pocket and weigh a whole lot less.
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Condescend

v. to+sb/R

do something that one’s rank, merits, abilities, etc. do not require one to do; lower oneself; behave graciously, but in a way shows one’s feeling of superiority

con(=together)+de(=down)+scend(=climb)

Since he became a lawyer, Tom makes us feel like he’s doing us a favor by taking some of his “precious time” to visit us. If he has to condescend, he shouldn’t come.

Consensus

n. general agreement of opinion, feeling, etc.; collective opinion

consensual / con(=with)+sens(=feel)

This is a partnership, John. You can’t just decide to convey some of our property on your own! You have to have a consensus among the partners. The majority of us has to agree.

Constrict

v. make tight or smaller; cause a vein or muscle to become tight or narrow; limit one’s actions

constriction / constrictor / constricted /con(=together, intensive)+strict(=tie)

At a time when inflation is already constricting a family’s ability to buy a home, further constraining their budgets by raising interest rates is the worse thing we can do right now.

Contumacious

a. resisting authority; obstinate and disobedient

contumacy / con(=intensive)+tum(=swell)

He learned the hard way that the contumacious people of Tanila were completely ungovernable. Having no regard for government, they were stubbornly disobedient.

Convolution
n. vortex, coil, twist; circumlocution

convolve / convolute / convoluted / con(=together)+volu/volv(=roll, turn)

Governors Park has a huge maze where people take walks and invariably get lost in endless, somewhat amorphous twists and turns. Fortunately, each convolution reveals a small garden where the truly bewildered can sit until help comes.
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Delude

v. deceive, mislead

delusion / delusive / de(=from)+lud/lus(=play, laugh)

Hank, you’re misleading yourself. Nobody is going to hire a high school drop-out to work in engineering. I wish it weren’t only a delusion, but it is-don’t kid yourself.

Deluge

n. great flood; heavy fall of rain; anything coming in a heavy rush

v. flood; come down on

de(=off)+lu(=wash)

The four days of heavy rain softened the earth around the apartment and caused its collapse. When they built it in the desert, the engineers could not have anticipated such a deluge.

Depict
v. show something with a picture; describe something in words

depiction / de(=intensive)+pict(=paint)

Using words a child would understand, Lisa Godfrey depicts the lives of the great dinosaurs, bringing them to life in a way that helps children see the beasts realistically.

Depose

v. put someone out of a high office; remove someone from a throne; declare under oath

deposition / de(=from, away)+pos(=put)

Brought down by a coup d’etat, the deposed leader now lives in exile in chile, where he plots his return to power.

Designate

v. mark or point out clearly; give a name or title to

a. appointed to an office but not yet installed

designation / de(=from)+sign(=mark)

Even a paralyzed person can access this computer. By using their eyes to point out the letter or command they want, they designate it and the computer responds.
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Deter

v. sb+from+~ing

keep back; prevent someone by discouraging; hinder

deterrence / deterrent / de(=from)+ter<terr(=frighten)

It would be nice if we could prevent every murder and every rape in this city, but no matter how much we deter such crime on the street, we can’t keep it from happening in homes.

Detract

v. from+sth/sth+from+sth

take away from the credit, value, etc.

detraction / detractor / detractive / de(=down)+tract(=draw)

Nowadays, freckles and moles on a woman’s face detract from her appearance; but it hasn’t always been that way. The small brown mole on Marilyn Monroe’s face was considered fashionable. Rather than spoiling her beauty, it added.

Devastate

v. ruin; make desolate

devastation de(=intensive)+vas<vac(=empty)

The storm ripped through the Mekong Delta, destroying the just-planted winter crop. Farmers assessed their devastated fields and then went about the work of planting again as though nothing had happened.

Decrease

v. become less; cause something to grow less

n. the act of decreasing

decreasingly / de(=reverse)+cre(=grow)

Since the opening of the banana market to foreign producers, the price  of bananas has dropped some 70%. Unfortunately, there has also been a 100% decrease in the number of domestic banana farmers.

Despondent

a. having or showing loss of hope

despondency / despondence / despondently / de(=from)+spond(=promise)

That you feel there is no hope is understandable-anybody would be disheartened after failing the exam three times. But don’t give up. Get over your despondency and try again.
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Detest

v. hate strongly

detestation / detestable / de(=from)+test(=witness)

Animosity between the Shiites and Kurds is nothing new. They’ve detested each for over 500 years. Such deep-seated hatred isn’t going to disappear overnight, no matter what the UN does.

Defect

n. the lack of something necessary to completeness; imperfection

v. from+sth

desert one’s country, one’s allegiance, etc.

defection / defector / defective / de(=from)+fect(=do, make)

Our double-sided, high density disks are guaranteed to be 100% defect free. Should you find anything wrong with any of our disk, return it for a full refund.

Defile

v. make something dirty; destroy the purity of

defilement / de(=intensive)+fil(=foul)

European and American nations have agreed not to spoil the pure, natural beauty or the Antarctica. It is their hope that the icy environment will remain as the only land mass not defiled by man.

Degrade

v. reduce in rank or status; cause somebody to be less moral or less deserving of respect

degradation de(=down)+grad(=go)

The actions of one man have brought shame upon us all. It’s not right, it’s not fair-but it’s reality. The public views us as a group, and the disgrace of one degrades us all.

Deplore

v. lament; grieve over; be very sorry about; express regret for

deplorable / deplorably / de(=intensive)+plor(=weep)

The United States joins the international community in condemning the shooting down of KAL flight 007. Such reckless disregard for human life is deplorable under any circumstances.
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Devise

v. think out; plan; leave property by will

device / de(=down)+vis(=look)

Trying to keep each of his three girlfriends from discovering the other, Carl had to devise some rather elaborate stories. I’m not sure the girls believed the excuses he came up with-but he was successful.

Devoid

a. completely without; lacking

de(=intensive)+void(=empty)

The travel brochure showed a picture of a beach lined with plenty of palm trees. When I got there, I found a naked beach, devoid of vegetation of any type.

Depreciation

n. lessening of value or estimation; the act of speaking slightly of someone; slander

depreciate / depreciatory / de(=down)+preci(=price)

No matter how well you take care of a car, it loses value over time. In fact, the moment you drive a new car first time, it depreciates about 10%.

Despicable

a. deserving to be despised; contemptible

despicably / de(=down)+spic(=look)

We find ourselves up against a detestable enemy, whose despicable terrorist organization is spreading fear throughout the world.

Devitalize

v. take the life of something; take away strength and vigor from

devitalization / de(=away)+vit(=live)

Attenuate the staff in Seattle any further and you’ll run the risk of devitalizing our branch operation there. The office can not function without at least 12 full time employees.
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Decrepit

a. weakened by old age; old and having no power

decrepitude / de(=intensive)+crep(=rattle)

I’m afraid the Bijou Theater has seen better days. Everything about the place is decrepit, from its worn-out carpets and seats to its rickety wood structure.

Defamation

n. harm that is given to one’s reputation; slander

defame / defamatory / de(=down)+fam<fa(=say)

He spent months spreading untrue rumors about the company in an attempt to damage its reputation. They finally had to warn him they’d sue for defamation if he didn’t stop.

Delete

v. sth+from+sth

cross out or omit something written or printed

deletion / de(=away)+let(=lime)

Anytime you want to erase what you have typed into the computer, just hit the button marked “DEL”, which stands for the word delete.

Demise

n. eventual failure of something once powerful, successful and important; death; passing away; bequest

v. alienate, bequeath

de(=away, intensive)+mis(=send)

Sears Department Stores announced today the failure of 45 stores nationwide. Sears’ press agent pointed to aggressive marketing by discount stores such as J-Mart as the cause of their demise.

Demolition

n. destruction

demolish / de(=down, intensive)+mol(=grind, heap, burden)

The “sexual revolution” of the 1960’s marked the demolition of restrictive Victorian attitudes towards sex. Through their wild behavior, the baby-boomers swept aside their parent’s values.
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Deride

v. laugh scornfully at; jeer

derision / derisive / derisory / de(=down)+rid(=laugh)

There will always be a certain group of people who’ll ridicule your work, no matter how good it is. They sit around deriding the accomplishments of others, but doing nothing creative themselves.

Destitute

a. without food, clothes and other things necessary for life; not having

destitution / de(=down, away)+stit(=stand)

The KKK is an organization devoid of any social value. Positive contributions by this destitute organization are nowhere to be found in its 140 years history.

Deviate

v. from+sth

turn away from what is usual, customary, right, etc.

deviation / deviationist / deviationism / devious / de(=from)+vi<via(=road, away)

The only thing certain about the fated KAL 007 is that it did deviate from its route, straying into Soviet airspace. At the Kamchatka Peninsula it suddenly began turning away from its course.

Debase

v. make lower or poorer in value, quality, character, etc.

debasement / de(=down, intensive)+bas(=bottom, lower)

The Russian treasury’s 400% devaluation of the ruble overnight has been met with consternation by citizens still suffering from last month’s reduction which debased the currency 1,100%.

Decadence

n. failing to a lower level in morals, art, literature, etc. especially after a period at a high level

decay / decadent / de(=down)+cad(=fall)

What happened to the days when publishers had a moral standard? Does the garbage they print today reflect a decline in social values or is it the decadence of their own making?
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Deface

v. spoil the appearance of; make engraved lettering on a tombstone illegible

defacement / de(=away)+fac(=face)

Do not write anything on this lottery ticket. It is invalid if marked, rubbed, torn or otherwise defaced.

Deference

n. the act of obeying the judgement or opinion of another; great respect

defer / deferential / deferentially deferment / de(=down)+fer(=carry)

Just do it out of respect for your father. It may be troublesome for you now, but in the long run your deference will pay off. Your father will remember how you respected his wishes.

Definitive

a. final; to be looked upon as decisive; limiting

n. a word that defines a noun

define / definable / definite / definitely / definition / de(=intensive)+fin(=end)

Can you say your research shows without a doubt that gene therapy can eliminate cancer in a patient? Without such definitive evidence, how can you claim to have found a cure?

Demeanor

n. way of behaving

demean / de(=intensive)+mean<men(=lead)

The kindhearted image we all had of him was apparently not the same demeanor he displayed at home. His behavior among family and friends was horrible, bordering on dictatorial.

Deplete

v. empty until little or none remains; use up; exhaust

depletion de(=reserve)+plet(=fill)

Hey, we’ve got way too much fax paper. Stop ordering it while we use up what we have. When we’ve depleted all but one box, then place another order.
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Desecrate

v. treat a holy thing without respect

desecration de(=down)+secr<sacr(=holy)

The two boys desecrated a catholic late last night. They had defaced the alter with red paint and were in the act of defiling the holy water with their urine when caught.

Desist

v. from+ing

cease, stop, give up

de(=from)+sist(=stand)

The decision to halt the construction of the nuclear power plant marks the second time Masan residents have succeeded in forcing the government to desist from building in their community.

Defunct

a. dead; extinct

de(=off, from)+funct(=perform)

Ross Perot’s United We Stand movement has run its course. Though Perot has yet to admit publicly the organization’s death, it is to all intents and purpose defunct.

Delectable

a. very pleasant, delightful

delectation / de(=away, from)+lec(=entice)

As you get older you learn to recognize and appreciate to the fullest the delectable moments in life. You even find yourself trying to create such pleasant times at every opportunity.

Delineate

v. show by drawing or by describing

delineation / de(=intensive)+lin(=line)

If you’ll let me, I’ll delineate the president’s health care plan before you go to the press conference-just a quick outline of the main points.
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Delinquent

a. neglecting a duty; behaving unlawfully; guilty of an offense; seriously overdue

n. delinquent person

delinquency / de(=away)+linqu(=leave)

I wish to complain about the delinquent waiter who served us tonight. The young man paid no regard to common courtesies and was completely mindless of his duty to keep our water glasses full.

Deprecate

v. feel and express disapproval of

deprecation / deprecatory / de(=off, from)+prec(=pray)

You accuse me of deprecating your unsafe products for my own personal political gain. I say “I don’t care” and I will continue to cry out against any product that I think may harm a child.

Derelict

a. abandoned; deserted; failing in one’s duty

n. worthless person; person who neglects his duty; ship abandoned at sea

dereliction de(=intensive)+re(=back)+lict(=leave)

Venture into the side streets of any major city and you’ll find the derelicts-the jobless, homeless and forgotten street people, the drug addicts and the petty criminals.

Derogatory

a. tending to damage or take away from one’s credit, etc.; insulting

derogate / derogation / de(=down)+rog(=ask)

General Mason admonished Colonel Peters for the derogatory remarks he had made about President Clinton’s policy. He told him such abusive remarks were better left unsaid.

Depredation

n. destruction or pillaging of property

depredate / de(=intensive)+pred(=plunder)

If not for Admiral Lee Sun Shin, Hideyoshi’s depredations against Korea would have gone unchecked. Who knows what devastation would have followed his vicious attack.
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Discredit

v. refuse to believe or have confidence in

n. loss of credit or reputation

discreditable / discreditably / dis(=not)+cred(=believe)

Cheating on that exam has damaged the reputation of the entire Claxton family, This brings a measure of discredit on all the fine academic accomplishments of your brothers too.

Discretion

n. carefulness, prudence; freedom of judgment, choice, or action

discretionary / discreet / dis(=apart)+cret(=observe, separate)

Our technique is a trade secret. When talking about your job, we expect you to use discretion. That goes for your wife too; we expect her to use her better judgment when asked.

Disinterested

a. not influenced by personal feelings or interests; fair; indifferent

dis(=not)+inter(=between)+est(=to be)

Disinterested referees from Alaska will judge Ohio’s high school basketball championship this year. Not from Ohio, the refs are certain to remain impartial and not take sides at all.

Dispatch

v. send off for a special purpose with speed or at once; finish a job or a meal quickly; kill

n. the act of dispatching; something dispatched; promptness, speed; killing

dis(=apart)+patch<ped(=foot)

We’ve already sent Mr. Gregg to Houston to help them. If the situation gets any worse, we’ll dispatch two additional engineers.

Disquieting

a. causing disquiet

disquiet / disquietude / disquietingly / dis(=not)+qui(=quiet, rest)

Since receiving the disquieting letter, Mother has been worried sick. Mike has always been favorite son and the slightest bad news from him preys on her mind for days.

LECTURE 49   접두어 DIS(DI, DIF)

Dissect

v. cut up parts of an animal body, plant, etc.; analyze, examine or criticize something in detail

dissection / dis(=apart)+sect(=cut)

Not me-no way! I’m not donating any of my organs after I die. Gross! Just the thought of somebody cutting up my body sends shivers down my spine. If you don’t mind them dissecting you like a laboratory animal, you do it-but forget me!

Diversity

n. remarkable difference; variety

diversify / diversification / diverse / diversely / di(=apart)+vers(=turn)

Using a full range of colors and all sorts of painting styles, Mahatir has shown there is no end to diversity he will employ to grasp your attention.

Divert

v. turn in another direction; amuse

diversion / diverting / diversionary / di<dis(=apart)+vert(=turn)

Sixty-nine incoming flights had to be diverted until the runway was cleared. Most altered their course only slightly, landing in Hong Kong instead.

Dilapidated

a. falling to pieces; ruined; shabby

dilapidation di<dis(=apart)+lapid(=stone)

Will you ever give up that battered old desk of yours? My God, I’m ashamed to show anybody your office. The first thing they comment on is that dilapidated, crumbling mess.

Diminish

v. make or become less; reduce in size, degree, importance, etc.

diminution / diminutive / di<dis(=apart)+min(=small)

Interest in Madonna’s sex-crazy antics on stage has diminished dramatically. Industry experts say with nothing new to shock her audiences, sales of her albums will follow the decline.
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Dispel

v. drive away; scatter

dis(=away)+pel(=drive)

This statement should dispel all rumors about my involvement in the bribery scandal. It should also do away with any concern that I may step down as a result of the investigation.

Disrupt

v. break up, split, separate by force a state, an empire, communications, other non-physical things

disruption / disruptive / dis(=apart)+rupt(=break)

A group of angry investors disrupted the sock exchange’s operation. Numbering about 500, they interfered with the movement of workers and disturbed communications with their shouting.

Dissuade

v. sb+from+sth/ing

advise someone not to do something wrong

dissuasion / dissuasive / dis(=away, from)+suad(=persuade, advise)

Broken bottles and spiked wires line the wall to dissuade burglars from entering. In case that’s not enough to change their minds, a huge dog is present to discourage the braver ones.

Disarming

a. removing or allaying suspicions, fears, or hostility

disarm / disarmament / dis(=away)+arm(=weapon)

My little daughter knows my weakness her disarming little smile. No matter how angry I am with her, when she smiles at me, all my anger melts away.

Disclaim

v. give up, reject, deny

disclaimer / dis(=not)+claim(=cry)

In the wake of the anti-corruption drive, dozens of buildings seem to have no owners. Some government officials, wanting to have no connection with land speculation, have disclaimed the properties.
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Disdain

v. to R

look on with contempt; think it dishonorable to do something; be too proud

n. contempt, scorn

disdainful / disdainfully / dis(=not)+dain<dign(=worthy)

Who does he think he is? He comes here with this condescending, arrogant attitude, like he’s too good to associate with us anymore. When I suggested he join us in a game of poker he just looked at me with disdain, as if such a common game were not worthy of his interest.

Divergent

a. deviant; differing

diverge / divergence / divergency / di<dis(=apart)+verg(=turn)

Differing opinions on the church’s deference to Rome gave rise to the Reformation in which Luther, voicing the divergent views, encouraged the establishment of a Protestant church.

Dilate

v. cause to become wider, large, further open; speak or write in detail

expand

dilation / di<dis(=apart, away)+lat(=carry)

Optometrists often use a chemical to purposely dilate the pupils of your eyes since it is easier to examine an eye through an enlarged opening.

Diligent

a. hard working; showing care and effort in what one does

diligence / diligently / di<dis(=apart)+lig<leg(=choose)

The delegation was impressed with the assiduous work ethic of the people. Yet it remains to be seen if such diligent effort can be transferred from the farm to a modern factory.

Disentangle

v. free from complications, tangles, or confusion

unravel; become clear of tangles

disentanglement / dis(=reverse)+en(=make)+tang(=touch)

Thanks Dad, you really got me out of a bad situation. I’ve got to stop depending on you to bail me out every time, but this time I couldn’t have disentangled myself.
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Dissent

n. disagreement in opinion

v. have a different opinion from; refuse to assent to; refuse to accept the religious doctrine of the Church of England

dissension / dissenter / dis(=apart)+sent(=feel)

I promised not to oppose the decision of the committee, but I’m afraid I must take exception to such a racist policy. If my dissent offends you, I am sorry. Please try to understand why, as a Christian, I can not give my assent.

Divulge

v. make known something secret

divulgence / di<dis(=apart, away)+vulg(=people)

Senator Packwood warned the Senate Judicial Committee that forcing him to divulge the contents of his diary may also bring into the open questionable activities of some of their members.

Diffident

a. not having much belief in one’s own abilities; lacking in self-confidence; shy

diffidence / diffidently / dif<dis(=not)+fid(=trust)

Bob would be a great manager if only he weren’t so diffident. His lack of confidence causes him to be complaisant. The irony is that he has no reason to doubt himself-he’s the best on the team.

Discern

v. see clearly with the eyes or with the mind; see with an effort

discernment / discerning / discernible / dis(=apart)+cern(=separate)

Mr. Daly’s half-baked theory was so confusing that I couldn’t discern what he was talking about. But one thing I did figure out, he hadn’t put much thought into it.

Discrepancy

n. difference, absence of agreement; contradiction

discrepant / dis(=apart)+crep(=rattle)

Your statements today go against the ones you made yesterday. Discrepancy always leads me to wonder what someone is hiding. Care to explain?

LECTURE 53   접두어 DIS(DI, DIF)

Disinclined

a. reluctant, unwilling

disincline / disinclination / dis(=not)+in(=on)+clin(=bend)

Disinclined to be the one to wash the toilet, Su Mi expressed her disdain for such work to her mother, who, equally averse to the task, only smiled and said “Do it!”.

Disparage

v. say that someone or something is of small value or importance; speak ill of; discredit

disparagement / disparagingly / dis(=not)+par(=equal)

You’re just jealous. You keep putting Greg’s book down because you’re envious. So go ahead, disparage his accomplishment all you want-it won’t detract the least bit from the admiration we all hold for him.

Disperse

v. scatter (something) in all directions; rout

dispersal / dispersion / di<dis(=away, apart)+spers(=strew)

The Christian Bible tells the story of the tower of Babel at which God dispersed the human race, giving them diverse languages and sending them in all directions.

Disreputable

a. having a bad reputation; disgraceful; reflecting badly on

disrepute / disreputably / dis(=not)+re(=again)+put(=think)

While employed here, all employees are expected to lead a clean, reputable life. Those who wish to engage in disreputable after-work activities which mat disgrace the company are free to do so after resigning.

Disabuse

v. sb+of+sth

free someone from false ideas and mistakes

dis(=not)+ab(=away)+us(=use)

Someone’s got to open his eyes before he sinks too far into the religious bullshit they’re giving him at those meetings. Anybody got any ideas how we can disabuse him of the cult?
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Disavow

v. deny belief, approval or knowledge; refuse

disavowal / dis(=not)+a<ad(=to)+vow<voc(=call)

Wilson disavowed racist statements attributed to him during a school board meeting. He denied any intention to defame Mexican students, claiming his remarks were taken out of context.

Disconsolate

a. unhappy at the loss of something; without comfort or hope; sad; gloomy

disconsolately / dis(=not)+con(=with)+sol(=comfort)

It’ll do no good to talk to her right now; nothing you could say would console her. I think it’s best to let her be disconsolate for a few days, then try helping her get over her woes.

Discordant

a. not in agreement; not harmonious; harsh

discord / discordance / discordancy /dis(=apart)+cord(=heart)

The discordant expectations of each of the three companies have prevented them from reaching an accord on their merger. The main point on which they differ is how to apportion top management positions in the consolidated headquarters.

Discursive

a. wandering from one point or subject to another; going from premises to conclusions in a series of logical steps

discursiveness / discursively / dis(=apart)+cure(=run)

Chris came in here rambling about something. I don’t know what he was trying to say, it was too discursive for me to follow.

Dispassionate

a. free from passion; not taking sides in a quarrel between others

dispassion / dispassionately / dis(=not)+pass(=feel, suffer)

We’ll expect whoever accepts the role as mediator to be completely dispassionate. We want an ever-handed decision  wholly devoid of bias.
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Disseminate

v. distribute or spread widely ideas, doctrines, etc.

dissemination / dis(=apart)+semin(=seed)

Within days, messengers had spread the news of the king’s death to all outlying villages. They then moved on to disseminate the announcement abroad in France, Denmark and Spain.

Distortion

n. twisting out of the truth; giving a false account of; twisting out of the usual shape

distort / distorted / dis(=intensive)+tort(=twist)

He’s pretty good at speaking in convolutions. He twists the truth until it fits his needs. His father was a master at distortion too and Charlie learned well from the old man.

Discomfit

v. frustrate the plans or expectations of; make someone uneasy or confused

discomfiture / dis(=not)+com<con(=thoroughly)

Our camera crew felt uneasy taping the awkward scenes of families bitterly weeping in the aftermath of the ferry tragedy near Wi Do, but we felt we had an obligation to report the story no matter how discomfited we felt.

Dissemble

v. hide one’s feeling, intentions, etc.; disguise

dissembler / dis(=not)+sembl(=same)

When they asked me if I’d accept $4,000 for the old car, I had to swallow hard to dissemble my delight. It was so much better than I’d expected; but I succeeded in concealing my glee and asked for $5,000!

Dissident

n. dissenter; person who disagrees

a. disagreeing

dissidence / dis(=apart)+sid(=sit)

Anyone who dared to object was labeled a dissident and shipped off to Siberia. This didn’t put an end to dissenters, but did seriously constrain their activities.
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Digress

v. from+sth

turn or wander away from the main point

digression / di<dis(=apart)+gress(=go, step)

About five minutes into his speech, Mason departed from the text to inform those present he would not seek re-election. Later, he digressed once more to tell them why.

Disingenuous

a. insincere; not straight forward

disingenuously / disingenuousness / dis(=not)+in(=in)+gen(=birth)

It’s best to avoid doing any kind of business with Three Moon. They’re the most devious, untrustworthy businessmen I’ve ever dealt with. It’s as though they study how to be disingenuous.

Disparity

n. difference; inequality

disparate / dis(=not)+par(=equal)

A discrepancy certainly exists in the kind and quality of health care available to low-income families and those earning over $30,000 a year. Clinton’s goal is to compensate for the disparity by designating more funds for poor neighborhood hospitals.

Disquisition

n. long, elaborate speech or piece of writing; treatise; discourse

dis(=apart)+quisit(=ask)

I’m sure what you’re trying to tell us is interesting, but we don’t have time for a disquisition, Joe. Just tell us how to get the car started and spare us the thesis on auto mechanics.

Dissimulate

v. hide one’s feelings, intentions, etc. by pretense; pretend

dissimulation / dis(=not)+simul(=same)

Joe tries to dissimulate his disdain for his mother-in-law, but she’s old and experienced enough to see fight through his false-hearted kindness.
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Empower

v. give power or authority to act

empowerment / em<en(=make)+pow<pot(=powerful)

Ko’s overwhelming victory clearly gives him a mandate to radically reorganize the city government. The people have empowered him for one reason; they want a change and they want it now.

Encompass

v. include; encircle, surround entirely, envelop

encompassment / en(=make)+com<con(=together)+pass(=stride, step)

My report will not take long. It encompasses many of the points already discussed this morning. However it does take into account two factors that I think we should spend some time on.

Encounter

v. find oneself faced by danger, difficulties, etc.; meet  enemies; meet a friend, etc. unexpectedly

n. a sudden, unexpected meeting with someone or something

en(=make)+counter(=against)

It’s not abnormal for a young medical student to encounter moments of doubt. My advice to you is when you meet with problems, don’t try to contend with them on your own. Talk them over with your academic counselor.

Emblem

n. symbol; badge

emblematic / em<en(=in)+bl<bol(=throw)

We will design a new insignia commensurate with the size and influence our company has grown into since current emblem was designed in 1945.

Enchant

v. fascinate; delight; transport; use magic on, bewitch

enchantment / enchanter / enchantress / enchanting / enchanted / enchantingly / en(=in)+chant<cant(=sing)

You can’t avoid being enchanted by the young man as he delivers his campaign speeches. You’ll find yourself absorbed and thoroughly engaged by something you can not explain.
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Entreat

v. ask someone earnestly; implore

entreaty / entreating / entreatingly / en(=in)+treat(=draw)

Muslims entreated the United Nations to protect them from annihilation at the hands of the Bosnian Serbs. In their plea, they called upon the world body to authorize air strikes against Serb artillery.

Embargo

n. a restriction put on trade by law; a government order that ships must not enter or leave its ports; any restriction

v. lay ships under an embargo; put an embargo on trade

em<en(=in)+bar(=bar)

Cuban-American citizens are urging the Clinton administration not to lift the embargo. They arguer that doing away sanctions now would only help to keep Castro in power.

Embody

v. give form to ideas, feeling, etc.; include; comprise; clothe a spirit with a body

embodiment / em<en(=give)+body(=body)

These young volunteers embody the spirit of community awareness that makes this city great. They exhibit the humble characteristic our founding fathers valued and personify our logo “A nice place to live.”

Encroach

v. on+sth

go beyond what is right or natural or desirable; trespass on the rights

encroachment / en(=in)+croach<croch(=hook, bend)

The rain forest had encroached upon the ancient Mayan pyramid, completely covering it. I wondered how many hundreds of years it took the vegetation to accomplish its gradual move in on the once sacred ground.

Endow

v. sb+with+sth

give money, property, etc. to provide a regular income for a college, a hospital, etc.; be born with qualities, etc.

endowment / en(=in)+dow<don(=give)

Malaysia is endowed with beautiful islands surrounded by crystal-clear water. Blessed with such perfect vacation spots, tourism is now a boom industry for the nation.
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Engross

v. sb+in+sth

take up all the time or attention of; write a legal document in large letters or in formal legal style

engrossment / engrossing / en(=make)+gross(=thick, large)

My children sat engrossed in the same Disney film that enchanted my sister and me when we were just kids. I remember being so immersed in Alice in Wonderland, that we didn’t even hear mother calling us to dinner.

Enmity

n. condition of being an enemy, hatred; particular feeling of hostility or hatred

en(=not)+m<em<am(=love)

Forget it. You’ll never get them to put aside their disdain for each other. They just have too much animosity between them and it’s the kind of enmity that goes back years and years.

Ensue

v. happen later; follow immediately; happen as a consequence

ensuing / en(=intensive)+su<sequ(=follow)

The immediate result of failure at the peace talks was an accelerated shelling of Mogadishu by forces loyal to Aidid. The artillery ensued just minutes after the clan leader walked away from the talks being held in Kenya.

Entail

v. make necessary; impose expense, etc. on someone; limit the inheritance of real property to a specific line or class of heirs

n. an entailing or being entailed

entailment / en(=intensive)+tail(=cut)

Do you realize what this entails? It means we’ll all have to go back to the cabin on foot, just because you lost the keys to the truck!

Enlightened

a. free from ignorance, prejudice, superstition, etc.

enlighten / enlightenment / en(=give)+light(=light)

Somebody please enlighten me on Kwangju. I have a meeting there tomorrow. Mr. Lee, perhaps you could inform me. Come to my office and familiarize me with the details.
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Envoy

n. messenger, especially one sent on a special mission, diplomatic agent next in rank below an ambassador; concluding part of a poem

en(=in)+voy(=carry, way)

Mr. Downing will go to Tripoli as an emissary for the Church of England in an effort to gain the release of the hostages. The church feels that sending a special envoy may accentuate the urgency of the situation.

Encumber

v. sth/sb+sith+sth

get in the way of; be a burden to; choke up

encumbrance / en(=in)+cumb(=lean, lie)

Teachers : During this SAT testing week, please try to go light on homework assignments. The students are already saddled with a heavy load of preparation materials, let’s not encumber them any further. Principal Fortner.

Enjoin

v. give an order for; urge or impose with authority; prohibit

en(=intensive)+join(=join, bind)

President Jima enjoined the military to help in the rescue effort, ordering the navy and army to follow the command of the French rescue team.

Embellish

v. sth+with+sth

make beautiful; decorate; make a story, etc. more interesting

embellishment / em<en(=make)+bell(=beautiful)

It’s a good basic plot, but the story itself needs some dressing up. Why don’t you come over tonight and we’ll see if we can’t embellish it a little over a glass of wine.

Encomium

n. very high praise

encomiast / encomiastic / en(=in)+com(=revel, hair, sleep)

How dare you make disparaging remarks about the encomiums your sister has received? She worked hard for those commendations. You should be proud and should pay a tribute to her too.
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Engender

v. bring about

en(=make)+gen(=birth, creation)

It’s ironic, but her death engendered a new life for her poetry. Ironic, but not unusual. Artist after artist has gone through life unappreciated, only to have their death generate an interest in what they were expressing.

Entrench

v. surround or protect with a trench or trenches; establish firmly

entrenchment / en(=in)+trench(=cut)

Let them call us dissidents or whatever they want, but it’s time for these entrenched octogenarians and their dilapidated government to go. Their abject rigidity and inflexibility only serve to aggravate our troubles.

Empathy

n. sharing another person’s feelings; projecting oneself inot and so fully understanding, and losing one’s identity in a work of art or other object of contemplation

em<en(=in)+path(=feel, suffer)

I’ve developed a strong affinity with those afflicted with a physical handicap since my son’s accident. My empathy compels me to provide this endowment for the Physically Challenged Home.

Empirical

a. relying on observation and experiment, not on theory; relying or based on practical experience

empiricism / empiricist / empiric / empirically / em<en(=in)+pir<per(=try out)

Give me something tried and true! You can’t, can you? Without some empirical evidence to support your claims, I suggest you keep quiet.

Enclave

n. territory wholly within the boundaries of another country; a minority culture group living as an entity within a larger group

en(=in)+clav(=key)

Mrs. James’ front yard has become a sort of enclave. The flower garden embellishing her house among the rows of decrepit tenements is an oasis in a desert of decadence.
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Emit

v. give off, send or send out; signal; issue paper money, etc.

emission / emissary / e<ex(=out)+mit(=send)

Televisions do give off a small amount of radiation. In fact, all electrical devices emit some radiation, but the amount they discharge doesn’t have any adverse effect on your health.

Enumerate

v. count a list of articles naming them one by one

enumeration / e<ex(=out)+numer(=number)

I can’t begin to count the all ways the Salvation Army has helped this community. If I were to enumerate them all in this speech, we’d be here well past midnight.

Evoke

v. call forth or summon a spirit, etc.; draw forth or elicit a particular mental image, reaction, etc.

evocation / evocative / e<ex(=out, up)+vok / voc(=call)

The man seated next to me said something in Spanish and suddenly I was reminded of the summer I spent in Spain as a student. His words evoked the memory of Ricky, bringing back all the wonderful times I spent with him.

Exalt

v. make higher in status, power, dignity, honor, wealth, etc.; praise highly; lift someone up

exaltation / exalted / ex(=out, intensive)+alt(=high)

Let us exalt the work of these two young women in disseminating information about AIDS to our high school students. I commend them and to express my praise, I offer this donation of $500 to their worthy cause.

Expend

v. sth+on+sth

spend; use up

expenditure / expense / expensive / expendable / ex(=out)+pend(=pay, weigh)

Jung An Co. has already put \2 billion into the satellite project and expects to expend an additional \3.5 billion over the next two years.
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Expressly

ad. definitely, plainly; specially, on purpose

express / expression / expressionism / expressive / expressionless / ex(=out)+press(=press)

Drinks are expressly forbidden in here! It’s right here in plain English : NO FOOD OR DRINK ALLOWED IN COMPUTER ROOM. I think that’s rather clear, don’t you? Now, get that cola out of here!

Extinct

a. no longer in existence; having died out; no longer burning, no longer active

extinction / extinguisher / extinguish / ex(=out)+tinct<stinct(=prick)

Each time a species dies off, a complex series of genetic codes vanishes from the earth as well. Once extinct, we can never know what wonderful secrets the organism held for us.

Extort

v. sth+from+sb

obtain money, etc. from someone by threats, force, etc.; exact; wrest

extortion / extortionate / ex(=out)+tort(=twist)

My own sister trying to blackmail me? How could you be so vicious? Have you no compunction trying to extort my cooperation by threatening to divulge the secret I entrusted you with?

Eject

v. compel somebody to leave a place; send out liquid, etc.

ejection / ejector / e<ex(=out)+ject(=throw)

Leprosy was so feared that those afflicted with the devastating disease were cast out from society. Most left willingly, but those who resisted were ejected at the point of a spear.

Elongate

v. make or become long in space

elongation / e<ex(=out)+long(=long)

Oh that’s Dr. Gerard. They call her “Dr. Giraffe” because of her elongated neck! It looks as if somebody stretched her neck when she was a baby or something!
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Eradicate

v. pull up by the roots; get rid of; wipe out; put an end to

eradication / eradicator e<ex(=out)+radic(=root)

The goal of the Department of Health is to eradicate smoking altogether. One of the ways they’ve suggested to stamp out the harmful habit is to tax cigarettes some 250%.

Erode

v. wear away; eat into; cause to deteriorate, decay, or vanish

erosion / e<ex(=out, off)+rod(=gnaw)

The chemical in the tank eroded the rubber seals around the valve and began to leak out sometime last week. The corrosive liquid then ran into the museum’s main hall, eating large holes in the marble floors.

Evolve

v. into+sth

develop gradually; become disclosed

develop by gradual changes or produce by evolution

evolution / evolutionism / evolutionist / evolutionary / evolutional / e<ex(=out)+volv / volu(=roll)

Edison devised the light bulb nearly a century ago and it has evolved very little since. A company in Ohio is attempting to be the first to advance the device appreciably by adapting its core to employ microwave technology.

Eclipse

n. entire or partial obscuring of the light of the sun, moon, etc.; loss of brilliance

v. overshadow; surpass

ecliptic / ec<ex(=out)+lips(=leave)

Texas A&M’s mini-racer put to shame anything else present at the solar-powered car race, even eclipsing MIT’s model everyone was expecting to win.

Efface

v. rub or wipe out; obliterate; make indistinct

effacement / ef<ex(=out)+fac(=face)

For the children of Los Angeles, the nightmare of the earthquake is something that will never truly be effaced. Time will blot it out some, security of the family will help erase it too, but the slightest tremor will always evoke the terror of that night.
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Elude

v. escape detection, notice, or understanding by; avoid by quickness, cunning, etc.

elusive / elusion / e<ex(=out)+lud<lus(=laugh, play)

“I don’t get it,” said Yun Ho after reading the assigned biology disquisition. “It eludes me too,” Ki Taek, his roommate responded. With that, they put the baffling material aside.

Emancipate

v. sb/sth+from+sth

set free a slave, etc.; release from bondage, servitude, or serfdom

emancipation / e<ex(=out)+man<manu(=hand)+cip<cap(=take)

A series of devastating afflictions forced the Egyptian king to set the Israelis free out of deference to the power of their god. Once emancipated, the Jewish tribes moved with dispatch before the disconsolate ruler could change his mind.

Eminent

a. distinguished; outstanding; remarkable

eminence / eminently / e<ex(=out)+min(=project, hang)

Starting her eminent career in a one-room schoolhouse in Kansas, Margaret Kanton has risen to the highest position in her field. Yesterday the president nominated the highly respected educator to head the Department of Education.

Exodus

n. going out or away of many people; the departure of the Israelites from Egypt about 1300 BC; the second book of the old Testament that tells of this departure

ex(=out)+od<hod(=way)

Migration of young men from the farms to the cities is draining the countryside of workers, and no amount of pay increase seems likely to stem the exodus.

Exorbitant

a. going beyond what is reasonable, just, proper, usual, etc.

exorbitance / exorbitantly / ex(=out)+orb(=track, circle)

Everything in that department store costs an arm and a leg. I don’t know about you, but I can’t afford to shop at such exorbitant places.
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Expedient

a. likely to be useful or helpful for a purpose; advantageous though contrary to principle

n. an expedient thing

expedience / expediency / expediently / ex(=out)+ped(=foot)

You may find it expedient to use a RAM drive with your computer if you’re going to be pulling from memory often. It’s much more convenient.

Exposition

n. an exhibition of art, industrial products, etc.; explaining something in detail; the part of a play which introduces theme and character

expose / expose / exposure / exposed / ex(=out)+pos(=put)

Expo ’93 was the largest world technology exposition ever, with nearly 150 countries displaying their wares and demonstrating various aspects of their cultures.

Expulsion

n. sending out or away by force

expel / ex(=out)+puls<pel(=drive)

With reform fever sweeping the party, hard-liners like Siu Phong are being forced out almost daily. Each expulsion makes for a from page story and endless commentaries, though the removal of party officials is supposed to be confidential.

Extensive

a. having great extent; covering a wide space

extend / extension / extent / ex(=out)+tens(=stretch)

Come to Home Center and see our extensive supply of do-it-yourself home repair kits and tools. Thinking about new wallpaper? We also carry a wide range of wallcoverings. With so much under one roof, why shop anywhere else?

Exterminate

v. make an end of disease, ideas, people’s beliefs; destroy completely

extermination / ex(=out)+termin(=end)

I think we should try some kind of chemical to get rid of these roaches. We’ve tried every natural method to exterminate them.
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Edict

n. order or proclamation issued by authority; decree

e<ex(=out)+dict(=say)

In an effort to alleviate traffic congestion on Pike’s Beltway, city officials are considering a new ordinance to restrict the kind of traffic using it. If approved, the edict would limit trucks to night use only.

Elated

a. in high spirits, proud

elation elate e<ex(=out, up)+lat(=carry)

I was surprised by how delighted little Bobby was at the dance recital. I thought he would be bored for sure, but I think he was more elated than I was.

Elucidate

v. explain; make clear; throw light on a problem, or difficulty

elucidation / elucidator / e<ex(=out)+luc(=light)

I was apprised by fax that there was a problem in the Miami branch. However, it was vague and I was waiting for Mr. Gant to call and clear it up. Unfortunately, by the time he elucidated his letter, it was too late for me to help them.

Exemplary

a. serving as an example; monitory

exemplify / exemplification / exempligratia / ex(=out)+em<empt(=take)

Mr. Bae is a model citizen. His exemplary service to Highland Township is something we all should strive to imitate.

Explicit

a. clearly stated and leaving nothing implied; outspoken; saying what is meant without reservation or disguise

explicate / explication / explicable / explicitly / ex(=out)+plic(=fold)

Burma issued an explicit warning on state radio to drug traffickers operating in the country. In no uncertain terms the statement reminded them of the mandatory death sentence for drug dealers.
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Expound

v. explain by giving details

on+sth

set forth point by point

ex(=out, intensive)+pound(=put)

Dr. Lenner’s exposition will expound his vision of the future of Gregory University. He will give a similar lecture on Thursday at 1:30 which will be open to all faculty and students.

Extant

a. still in existence

ex(=out)+t<st(=stand)

As long as hunger is extant on Earth, we can not claim to be civilized human beings. The presence of such human misery anywhere on the planet abases us all.

Extol

v. praise highly

ex(=out, up)+tol(=raise, support)

I don’t like the man personally, but I try to remain dispassionate when writing my commentaries. When I extolled his political action committee, I was praising his work-not him.

Exult

v. at/in+sth

rejoice greatly

exultation / exultant / exultantly / ex(=intensive)+ul<sul<sal(=leap)

The lifting of the embargo sent people in Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh leaping for joy. They exulted at what to them was a return to full membership in the community of nations.

Efficacious

a. producing the desired result

efficacy / efficaciously / efficiency / efficient / efficiently / ef<ex(=intensive)+fic(=do, make)

If it works, do it. I don’t care how you attain your sales goals, just so long as you reach them. You decide for yourselves what the most efficacious methods are and I’ll approve them.
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Egregious

a. remarkably bad; outstanding, used for someone or something bad; flagrant

egregiously / e<ex(=out)+greg(=flock, mob)

We will not stand by idly while they egregiously affront our nation. Their occupation of territory internationally recognized as ours is a flagrant insult and challenge to our national pride.

Elicit

v. sth+from+sb

draw out, evoke

elicitation / e<ex(=out)+lic(=entice, permit)

The 6% increase in bus fares is likely to draw criticism from the majority who do not use the city’s decrepit transportation system. The last hike elicited a boycott of the city-ran parking lots.

Erudite

a. having or showing a wide knowledge gained from reading; learned

erudition / eruditely / e<ex(=out)+rud(=crude)

The disquisition’s topic necessitates a serious, intellectual approach. So the erudite language Dr. Wells employs is apposite even if it does leave students disinclined to read the paper.

Evanescent

a. tending to fade from sight; soon going from the memory; ephemeral

evanescence / e<ex(=out, intensive)+van(=empty)+esc(=becoming)

Our hope was short-lived as the chopper passed over without noticing us. Hope, a brief break in the despondency that gripped us all. Evanescent, but sweet.

Excise

v. remove by cutting a part of the body or a passage from a book

n. government tax on certain goods

excision / ex(=out)+cis(=cut)

Like a surgeon cutting out a cancerous tumor, we must excise those who adulterate our organization with their despicable affiliation with racist organizations.
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Exhilarate

v. fill with high spirits; make lively or glad

exhilaration / ex(=out, intensive)+hilar(=merry)

Things were simpler then. A couple of oranges as a Christmas or birthday gift was enough to exhilarate us for days. The only way to elate kids these days is with exorbitant toys and clothes.

Exhort

v. sb+to R

advise earnestly; admonish

exhortation / ex(=out, intensive)+hort(=urge)

Hospital blood supplies in the city were rapidly depleted by the thousands of victims when the Red Cross released an urgent appeal for donors. Anyone in good health was exhorted to donate.

Expedite

v. help the progress of; speed up business, etc.

expedition / expeditionary / expeditious / expeditiously / ex(=out)+ped(=foot)

Our reward system pays cash awards to anyone who devises an expedient method to expedite the accounting procedure. For every minute we accelerate the operation, the company saves $12,000. We share 5% of this with the employee.

Expiate

v. submit to punishment for wrongdoing; make amends for

expiation / expiatory / ex(=out, intensive)+pi(=holy)

To atone for the many times I’ve encroached on your authority while working on this project, I offer you the honored first position on the list of names of researchers. I hope it is enough to expiate my offenses.

Expurgate

v. sth+from+sth

take out from a book what is considered to be improper or objectionable parts

expurgation / ex(=out)+purg(=clean, clear)

Remember, once it’s printed it is too late to put back in anything you’ve deleted. So go about your expurgating with care.
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Extenuate

v. make wrongdoing less serious by finding an excuse

extenuation / ex(=out)+tenu(=thin)

Despite what you see in movies, the fact that your wife is about to have a baby does not mitigate violations of traffic speed limits. So if you think a judge will allow that to extenuate your citation, you’re dead wrong.

Extricate

v. sb/sth+fomr+sth

release or disentangle from a net, difficulty, embarrassment, etc.; set free

extrication / extricable / ex(=out)+tric(=petty obstacle)

In Dickens, “A Tale of Two Cities,” Sydney rescues Charles from death by taking his place at the guillotine. In doing so, he also extricates the woman he secretly loved, Lucie, the wife of Charles, from the anguish of losing her husband.

Ebullient

a. bubbling, boiling; exuberant; overflowing with enthusiasm, high spirits, etc.

ebullience / ebullition / e<ex(=out, up)+bull(=bubble, seal)

Friday never fails to exhilarate the students. They’re so ebullient as they anticipate the weekend that I’m disinclined to attenuate their high spirits by assigning homework.

Eclectic

a. selecting from various systems, doctrines, or sources; composed of material gathered from various sources, systems, etc.

n. a person who uses eclectic methods in philosophy, science, or art

eclecticism / eclectically / ec<ex(=out)+lect(=choose)

I like to think my religious beliefs are eclectic. I pick and choose what I think is best suited for me from the many religions of the world.

Effigy

n. representation of a person in wood, stone, etc.

ef<ex(=out)+fig(=form)

Countries around the world adorn their coins with the effigies of some great leader past or present. Who decides which leader will have his or her likeness immortalized on the currency?
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Effrontery

n. impudence, shameless boldness

ef<ex(=out)+front(=forehead)

You have a lot of nerve telling Professor Lee you invented the solar cell. It was my idea from the start. Do you think I’m just going to stand by and let you get by with such effrontery?

Emanate

v. from+sth

come out; issue

emanation / e<ex(=out)+man(=flow, stay)

The UFO glided across the night shy effortlessly. A sort light emanated from its underside, though I couldn’t tell if it originated from some kind of engine or some other source.

Emend

v. take out errors from

emendation / emendate / e<ex(=out)+mend(=fault)

Who are you to arrogate the right to emend my text? If you want to revise it or even correct an error, you have an obligation to ask me first.

Enervate

v. deprive of strength, force, vigor, etc.; weaken physically, mentally, or morally

a. weakened

enervation / enervated /e<ex(=out)+nerv(=nerve)

Before the ground offensive the UN forces used bombers to soften up the enemy forces. The air attacks day in and day out sapped the strength of their ground forces, leaving them enervated when the UN forces advanced.

Evince

v. show that one has a feeling, quality, etc.

evincible / evincive / e<ex(=out, intensive)+vinc(=show, conquer)

The patient first started showing signs of mental instability as a university student, but at the time he didn’t evince any harmful or violent behavior.
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Exigency

n. a situation demanding urgent action or attention

exigent / ex(=out)+ig(=drive)

Please restrict your 911 calls to emergencies only. If it’s not matter of life and death, please call your local hospital. 911 is only for exigencies.

Effete

a. exhausted; weak and worn out; unable to produce

ef<ex(=out)+fet(=productive)

Yeah they were once a great basketball powerhouse in this state, but their sports program is effete these days. I guess too many easy victories caused them to lose their fire-you know, their desire to win.

Effusive

a. expressing excessive emotion in an unrestrained manner; pouring out; overflowing

effuse / effusion / effusively / ef<ex(=out)+fus(=pour)

I never expected such an effusive welcome. The whole town was gushing with signs wishing me a good stay. There were yellow ribbons on every tree.

Emolument

n. profit from official employment; salary

e<ex(=out)+mol(=grind, grain)

How much should we apportion as Ms. Jung’s remuneration this year? Remember, our budget is limited. Do you think she’d be happy with the same salary as last year or do you think we’d better offer her a higher emolument?

Execrable

a. deserving hate, abominable, very bad, wretched

execrate / execration / ex(=out)+ecr<secr<sacr(=holy)

Where did he pick up such execrable table manners? His parents are probably the most refined people in this town. I’m certain they’d be appalled if they witness his revolting slurping and belching.

LECTURE 74   접두어 IN(IL, IM, IR, I)

Illicit

a. unlawful, forbidden

illicitly / il<in(=not)+lic(=permit)

What is not allowed in one culture is not always taboo in another. To you Christians, adultery is considered illicit, but in our culture it’s not an offense at all-it’s a virtue!

Illusion

n. the seeing of something that does not really exist; false idea or belief

illusionist / illusive / illusory / il<in(=on)+lus/lud(=play, laugh)

You’re living in a dreamworld if you think you can make it to the top of a corporation with only a high school diploma. It’s an illusion-things just don’t work that way in the real world.

Immense

a. vast, huge; very good, excellent

immensity / immensely / im<in(=not)+mens<meter(=measure)

Economist Jack Brimmer forecasts a federal deficit “of monumental proportions.” His predictions go as far as a whopping 600 billion dollars. He justifies the immense figure by pointing to a recession much deeper than expected.

Immerse

v. sb/sth+in+sth

put under the surface of water or other liquid; absorb deeply, engross; baptize by dipping under water

immersion / immerge / im<in(=into)+mers<merg(=dip, plunge)

Don’t be surprised if you find Carl immersed in some book during the circus. He has no other interest and once he gets engrossed in a good novel, nothing can divert his attention.

Immobile

a. not able to move or be moved; motionless

im<in(=not)+mob(=move)

If accosted by a bear, the best thing you can do is stand still. Bears do not feel threatened by immobile creatures.
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Impact

n. strong impression or effect; collision, force exerted by one object when striking against another

v. pack firmly together; collide with

im<in(=intensive)+pass(=stride, step)

By the time his car reached the bottom of the hill, it had smashed into five of his neighbor’s cars, finally coming to rest after impacting a fire hydrant.

Impassable

a. impossible to travel through or on

impassability / im<in(=not)+pass(=stride, step)

The tanks encountered impassable marshlands just south of Kibatula. They could not move through the area without engineering support. Unable to cross, they became immobile targets for the enemy aircraft circling overhead like eagles ready for the kill.

Implement

n. tool or instrument for working with

v. carry an undertaking, agreement, promise into effect

implementation / im<in(=in)+ple(=fill)

You will come to appreciate the many uses of this utensil. To a dentist, this single implement is more useful than a hammer is to a carpenter.

Incalculable

a. too great to be calculated; unpredictable

in(=not)+calcul(=reckon)

Heaven knows how long the human race will exist on Earth. Maybe it will all be over tomorrow; maybe a million years from now-it’s incalculable. Perhaps it’s better we don’t know.

Incomprehensible

a. that cannot be understood

incomprehension / in(=not)+com<con(=thoroughly)+prehens(=take)

I can’t imagine why he would decide to throw himself from that window. He had everything-a loving family, successful business, friends. It’s beyond me-totally incomprehensible.
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Indisputable

a. that cannot be disputed; unquestionable

in(=not)+dis(=apart)+put(=think)

The founding fathers argued that a government’s obligation to observe human rights was indisputable. They declared such rights to be “self-evident,” and therefore beyond question.

Induce

v. sb+to R

bring about; persuade; draw a general conclusion or principle from particular facts

inducement / induction / inductive / induct / in(=in, into)+duc(=lead)

Warning : Poisonous! If accidentally swallowed, induce vomiting at once and seek medical attention. If you do not know how to make yourself vomit, call our poison emergency center.

Inept

a. not suitable to the purpose; wrong in a foolish and awkward way; incompetent

ineptitude / ineptly / in(=not)+ept<apt(=fit)

It’s funny to watch the twin brothers playing baseball. Charles is so adept, while Alan is totally inept! How could Alan be so lacking in talent and awkward when his identical twin is so skillful?

Ingenuity

n. cleverness and skill; originality in design

ingenious / ingenuous / in(=in)+gen(=birth)

Jin Su, my 11-year old son, is certifiably a genius. His cleverness is great when he applies himself to his study in science. But when he uses his ingenuity to play practical jokes on me, I ask myself “What did I do to deserve this child?”

Ingrained

a. deeply fixed; thorough; going deep

ingrain / in(=in)+grain<gran(=seed)

Having lived on a farm all my life, getting up at the crack of dawn is an inherent part of me. Nothing can change it, not even moving to a city-it’s ingrained forever.
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Ingratitude

n. lack of gratitude

ingrate / in(=not)+grat(=thank, pleasing, favor)

I feel affronted by their ingratitude. I bent over backwards to prepare their wedding arrangements and not one word of thanks have they expressed to me. Those ungrateful bastards.

Inhabitant

n. a person or animal that inhabits some specified region, dwelling, etc.

inhabit / inhabitable / inhabited / in(=in)+hab(=live, have)

Most of the victims were inhabitants of the first floor as the earthquake drove the entire building three meters into the earth. Firemen are still trying to ascertain how many residents were home when the quake hit.

Initiative

n. first or introductory step or move; capacity to see what needs to be done and enterprise enough to do it; the right of citizens to introduce new laws

initiate / initiation / initial / in(=in, into)+it(=go)

Student Evaluation for : Hans-I find Hans to be a man of action. He has the kind of drive and initiative that will make him successful in anything. His take-charge attitude is his greatest asset.

Innovation

n. the act or process of innovating; something new that is introduced

innovate / innovator / innovative / in(=in)+nov(=new)

Our expedient innovations in lighting systems make saving energy a breeze. Come to our showroom and we’ll show you the latest in office lighting.

Instantaneous

a. happening in an instant

instant / instantaneously / in(=on)+st(=stand)

Hae Jin was standing next to me and then all of a sudden she was lying fainted on the ground. It was no more than a second. She just instantaneously collapsed when she saw the movie star.
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Intangible

a. that cannot be touched; insubstantial; not easily grasped by the mind

intangibility / in(=not)+tang(=touch)

A company’s public image is perhaps its greatest intangible asset. Unlike its facilities and products, its reputation is something you can’t see or touch, and is really incalculable. But it’s just as real and valuable.

Intensive

a. characterized by intensity; concentrated, thorough; giving force and emphasis

intensify / intensification / intensity / intension / intense / in(=in)+tens(=stretch)

Our three week intensive Computer Basics course is an in-depth, comprehensive and fast-paced study of the basics you need to know in the world of computers.

Intimidate

v. make someone afraid; force someone to do something by means of threats

intimidation / in(=in)+tim(=fear)

As a boy, I was the kind of kid who got bullied by bigger boys. Shoot, I even got pushed around by bigger girls! But abundant intimidation was good for me-it toughened me up and prepared me for my job on Wall Street!

Invoke

v. call upon God, the power of the law, etc. for help or protection; request earnestly; summon up by magic

invocation / in(=on)+vok/voc(=call)

Chris went into a trance and called upon some strange god to come and punish his enemies. I’d seen him invoke spirits and ghosts before, so I wasn’t surprised by his weirdness.

Imminent

a. impending; likely to happen without delay

imminence / imminently / im<in(=on)+min(=hang, project)

The shifting winds were enough to adumbrate the coming of a dreaded storm at sea. The sailors tightened their guts and started preparing for the imminent tempest and then waited.
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Impartial

a. not favoring one more than another

impartiality / impartially / im<in(=not)+part(=part)

Boy, if you can’t trust the teacher to be impartial, who can you trust? Ms. Holland is very professional. She’ll give us a completely unbiased, objective opinion. Now let’s ask her.

Implore

v. ask or beg earnestly for

imploration / imploring / imploringly / im<in(=intensive)+plor(=weep)

Perhaps if we could get the Reverend himself to beseech the mayor on our behalf, we could at least delay the implementation of the ban. We’ve tried imploring him ourselves to no avail, so it won’t hurt to try this.

Impostor

n. a person who deceives or cheats by pretending to be someone or something that he is not

im<in(=on)+post(=put)

It turns out that Dr. Hilton, an eminent member of our community, is an impostor. FBI agents say he’s been passing himself off as a doctor, when in fact he is only a registered nurse. He has an assumed identity, his real name being Bill Casey.

Incentive

n. that which incites, rouses, or encourages a person

in(=in, on)+cent(=sing)

Most companies offer their employees biannual emolument bonuses (often referred to as “encouragement pay”) as an incentive to work hard throughout the period.

Indifference

n. the state of being indifferent; absence of interest or feeling; lack of importance, meaning, or worth

indifferent / in(=not)+dif<dis(=away)+fer(=carry)

I’m totally confused! What’s the difference between dispassionate, disinterested, impartial and indifferent?! It must be in the way they’re used.
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Indispensable

a. absolutely essential; that cannot be dispensed with

indispensability / in(=not)+dis(=apart)+pens(=hang, weigh)

If you think this company can’t do without you, you’re deluding yourself. No matter how important your job may be, you’re not indispensable.

Indisposed

a. unwell, slightly ill; unwilling, disinclined

indisposition / in(=not)+dis(=apart)+pos(=put)

He’s always been a charitable man so we were surprised to find him indisposed to support our plan to help Vietnamese students study in America. Then his wife apprised us that he had fought in the war there and was disinclined to helping the people.

Infamous

a. disgraceful; having a bad reputation; wicked; scandalous

infamy / in(=not)+fam<fa(=say)

Probably the most notorious bank robbers ever are Bonnie and Clyde. What puts them at the top of the list of infamous bandits is the fact that they were married-and Bonnie participated in the hold-ups!

Inflammable

a. easily roused, provoked or excited

inflame / inflammation / inflammatory / in(=on)+flam(m)(=burn)

Store all combustible outside at least fifty meters from the house. Anything inflammable that must remain in the house should be kept tightly sealed and away from heat.

Inflate

v. take action to increase the amount of money in circulation so that pieces rise; fill a tire, balloon, etc. with are or gas; make proud or elated

inflation / inflatable / in(=in)+flat(=blow)

Have you ever gotten light-headed while blowing up a balloon? I can’t even inflate one without getting dizzy.
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Inflict

v. sth+on+sth

give a blow, etc.; cause to suffer; impose

infliction / in(=on, against)+flict(=strike)

The aim of terrorists organizations is to inflict maximum death and damage while keeping their own losses to a minimum. Car bombs have proven a most efficacious device in wreaking such havoc.

Ingredient

n. one of the parts of a mixture; a factor contributing to a situation

in(=in, into)+gred<grad(=go, step)

As a consumer, you have a right to know what goes into the food you eat. Every packaged food product is required to have a list of its ingredients in a conspicuous location on the outer packaging.

Innumerable

a. too many to be counted

in(=not)+numer(=number, count)

The number of hairs on an average person’s head is more than you can tell, right? Not for Mr. Poona of India. He aspires to have his name in the Guinness Records by counting the innumerable hairs on the heads of 100 people!

Inquiry

n. asking, inquiring; study, examination, investigation, question

inquire / inquirer / inquiring / in(=into)+quir(=ask)

Kim’s probe of the assets of senior government officials has already turned up some appalling wealth-and the inquiry is only in its second week.

Insubordinate

a. disobedient, rebellious

insubordination / in(=not)+sub(=under)+ordin(=order)

Had I known he would be so contumacious, I never would have hired him. In the interview, he gave no hint of being the insubordinate type.
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Interminable

a. endless, unable to be ended; tedious because too long

interminably / in(=not)+termin(=end)

Sorry if I took today-our baby’s interminable crying kept me awake all night. It’s the third night in a row her unceasing walls have kept us up.

Impart

v. sth+to+sb

give a share of something or a quality; pass on a secret, news, etc.

im<in(=to)+part(=part)

Before dying, Grandfather Turner made sure to impart his vast knowledge and skills in carpentry to his sons, and in turn they passed them on to their sons.

Impediment

n. a thing which hinder; an obstacle; a defect in speech

impede / impedimenta / im<in(=in)+ped(=foot)

The timing of the turnover of the Golan Heights has proven to be a major impediment. Until negotiators find some way to overcome this stumbling block, the peace process is on hold.

Impending

a. about to happen soon; imminent; overhanging

im<in(=on)+pend(=hang, wiegh)

October 1, the beginning of the fiscal year and the new tax laws, is rapidly approaching. The impending regulation has business scurrying to find ways to invest without having to encounter the higher taxes.

Imperative

a. needing immediate attention; essential; urgent; not to be disobeyed; given with authority; commanding

n. form of a verb or a sentence expressing a command

im<in(=in, intensive)+per<par(=arrange)

Our devitalized communities are in a state exigency. It’s of the utmost importance we act now before what is imperative become disastrous.
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Impunity

n. exemption from punishment, penalty, or harm

im<in(=not)+pun(=punish)

The governor’s decision to grant amnesty to the gang leader means he has murdered a man with impunity. Letting such an egregious crime go unpunished in exchange for cooperation is equally deplorable.

Inaudible

a. that cannot be heard

inaudibility / audible / in(=not)+aud(=hear)

I could see them talking, but their words were not loud enough for me to hear what they were saying. However, their facial expressions imparted the inaudible message just as well.

Incognito

a. concealed under a disguised identity; with an assumed name

ad. with one’s name, identity, etc. concealed

in(=not)+co<con(=thoroughly)+gn<gno(=know)

Disguised in a wig and fake mustache and beard, Jackson made his way incognito to Sweden, where sources say he confidentially underwent plastic surgery.

Indiscriminate

a. acting without care or taste

indiscrimination / indiscriminately / in(=not)+dis(=apart)+crimin(=separate, guilty, crime)

Announcing that he was a messenger sent from God, the derelict started shooting people at random, indiscriminately choosing victims and letting others go.

Infinite

a. without limits; endless; that cannot be measured, calculated, or imagined

n. the infinite, God

infinitely / infinitesimal / in(=not)+fin(=end)

To us, the number of stars in the heavens will always remain infinite. Man is finite, and so is not supposed to know such incalculable things.
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Instigate

v. incite; goad someone to do something

instigation / instigator / in(=in)+stig(=prick)

He loved making his way through the crowds instigating fights between the various minority groups present. He’d stir them up by telling each group others had said something about them.

Instill

v. sth+in/into+sb

introduce ideas, etc. gradually

instillation / in(=in, into)+still(=drop)

Education is a slow process of instilling the knowledge of a lifetime into a young mind. To successfully implant all the thinks students need to know to survive, we must be careful not to force in too much at once.

Intrigue

v. make and carry out secret plans or plots; arouse the interest or curiosity of

n. plot, secret plan; secret love affair

intrigant / intriguing / intriguingly / in(=in)+trig(=petty obstacle)

Television soap operas are full of intrigue. Each day without fail, somebody schemes against another, takes part in some kind of conspiracy or becomes involved in a secret love affair.

Invalidate

v. make invalid

invalidation / invalidity / invalidism / invalid / in(=not)+val(=strong, worth)

Dear Customer, The terms of your insurance policy clearly state that any false information in your application invalidates the policy. We recently determined that the medical history you gave us was intentionally not accurate. As of April 25, 2001, your policy is cancelled.

Illegible

Difficult or impossible to read

Illegibility / illegibly / il<in(=not)+leg(=read)

Hey, you’d better write my instructions again. I can’t make out any of this gibberish. How do you expect me to read this-your handwriting is egregiously illegible?
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Immortal

a. undying; living forever; never forgotten

n. an immortal being

im<in(=not)+mort(=death)

The only way to become immortal on earth is to attach yourself to something that lasts forever, such as a church, school or social welfare foundation. Your efforts will become an everlasting brick in the wall of human society.

Immunity

n. safety, security from disease, attack, etc.; exemption from taxation, etc.

immune / immunize / immunization / immunology / im<in(=not)+mun(=duty, function, gift)

Did you know you’d be safer kissing a dog than another person?! Sounds wild, but it’s true. We have a strong immunity to the kinds of diseases a dog may have, but little resistance to our fellow human’s viruses.

Impair

v. damage; make worse or less; weaken

impairment / im<in(=not)+pair<par(=equal)

His eyes were injured in an explosion and he’s been living with diminished vision since. His hearing was also slightly impaired.

Impel

v. sb+to R

drive, force, urge, drive forward

impulse / impulsion / impeller / impulsive / im<in(=in)+pel(=drive)

I feel constrained to express my beliefs in business as well as my life, even if it costs me profits. The religious values instilled in me by my parents impel me to avoid entering business ventures I deem decadent.

Imply

v. give or make a suggestion; involve

implication / implicit / implicitly / implicate / im<in(=in)+ply(=fold)

Black leaders allege the magazine has racial undertones. They say the writers are crafty at dissembling their allusions to perceived negative aspects of black society, always implying just enough to convey their message.
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Impoverish

v. cause to become poor; use up the strength, richness, or resources of land; lower the quality of

impoverishment / impoverished / im<in(=in)+pover(=poor)

Forty years of hostile occupation and a three-year civil war impoverished the country. All resources were depleted, cities laid in ruins and the government was in effect bankrupt.

Improvise

v. make verse, music, etc. without preparation or plan; provide something roughly for an immediate need

improvisation / improvise / im<in(=not)+pro(=before)+vis(=look)

There’s really no way to plan, we’ll just have to play it by ear. Let’s see what happens and then improvise accordingly. We’re usually pretty good at spontaneity, aren’t we?

Inadequate

a. not adequate, insufficient

inadequacy / inadequately / in(=not)+ad(=to, add)+equ(=equal)

I’ll grant you he’s diligent, but I’m afraid his work is just not good enough for our demanding clients. They expect only the highest quality, and although Hyun Ju’s paintings are good, they’re inadequate.

Incessant

a. continuous; not stopping; often repeated

incessantly / in(=not)+cess(=go)

It’s impossible to repair the road without impeding the round-the-clock heavy traffic. Then again, it’s the incessant use of the road that brings on these necessary repairs so frequently.

Incinerate

v. burn to ashes

incineration / incinerator / in(=in, to)+ciner(=ashes)

The janitor used to incinerate paper, trash and leaves next to our school. Now anti-pollution laws forbid burning refuse within city limits.
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Incite

v. sb+to R

stir up, rouse

in(=in, on)+cit(=arouse, call)

It was the preaching of Minister Kim that incited the people of the Presbyterian church to support the orphaned children. The minister aroused in them impelling feeling of compassion many never knew they possessed.

Incorrigible

a. that cannot be corrected, improved, or reformed because firmly established as a bad habit; ungovernable

in(=not)+cor<con(=together)+rig<rect(=straight)

Thanks for your concern, but I’m afraid I’m an incorrigible TV fanatic. Watching TV in the evenings is a long-established habit for me; it’s ingrained-nothing can change it.

Indicative

a. giving indications; stating a fact or asking questions of fact

indicate / indication / indicator / in(=in, to )+dis(=say)

Your son exhibits some rather worrisome signs of despondency. The way he refuses to interact with the other students is indicative of withdrawal, one of the first indications of depression.

Inquisitive

a. curious, eager to learn; fond of inquiring into other people’s affairs

inquisition / inquisitor / inquisitorial / in(=in, into)+quisit(=ask, seek)

I prefer teaching younger students because they’re still burning with curiosity. Their inquiring minds inspire me. Adults just aren’t as inquisitive.

Inscribe

v. write words, one’s name, etc. in or on; mark something with words, etc.; address a book, etc. to a friend

inscription / in(=on, in)+scrib(=write)

Months of helping him and all I got in the way of appreciation was a silly little plaque with a few words of thanks written on it. Mr. Quaker should have used his pen to inscribe a check for an appreciable sum instead!
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Insinuate

v. suggest unpleasantly and indirectly; make a way for oneself or something gently and craftily

insinuation / in(=in)+sinu(=curve)

He depreciates me in a most cowardly manner-he insinuates. He drops hints of wrongdoing in conversations with my colleagues and seniors. I detest indirect sneakiness.

Institute

n. an institution for advanced research in a relatively narrow field of subject matter; a short instructional program; a college or university specializing in technical subjects; society or organization for a social or educational purpose

v. establish custom, rule, government, etc.

institutionalize / institution / institutional / in(=on, in)+stit(=stand)

The National Institute of Science is a non-profit organization dedicated to the furtherance of scientific research. The foundation was created by Congress in 1954.

Intolerable

a. that cannot be tolerated or endured

intolerance / intolerant / in(=not)+tol(=support, raise)

Young Mi, your incessant complaining is intolerable! I’ve got a lot of work to do here. If you insist on continuing with this unbearable lamenting, I’ll have to ask you to go home.

Intrepid

a. fearless, bold

intrepidity / intrepidly / in(=not)+trep(=fear)

I’d hardly call talking back to Mr. Nettle intrepid. How much bravery does it take to be insubordinate to a man whose avocation is dressing up as a woman and singing in some silly off-Broadway musical on the weekends?!

Intricate

a. complicated; difficult to follow or understand

intricacy / intricately / in(=in)+trep<trem(=fear)

His speech was so convoluted with intricate discourse that I found it hard to follow. I hope the next lecturer’s topic isn’t that bewildering.
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Inundate

v. deluge; flood; cover with water by overflowing

inundation / in(=on, in)+und(=wave)

Damn. I’m sick for two days and look at my desk-I’m completely snowed under. It seem like somebody could have handled my work while I was gone instead of letting me get inundated.

Invariable

a. never changing, unchangeable, constant

invariably / in(=not)+var(=change)

Mention the word Cheju-do once and Chong Yul invariably goes into his long anecdote about his adventure there when he was a boy. I’m serious-without fail, he’ll engage you until he’s told the whole story again.

Invincible

a. too strong to be overcome or defeated

invincibility / invincibly / in(=not)+vinc(=conquer)

Our security systems are invincible. They provide solid protection for your home that can not be defeated by even the craftiest of thieves.

Irreverent

a. feeling or showing no respect for sacred things

irreverence / ir<in(=not)+re(=again)+ver(=feel awe)

Please, when you go in to see your father, don’t display your usual irreverence. I entreat you, for God’s sake, don’t be disrespectful to him as he lies in his deathbed.

Imbibe

v. drink; take in; take into the mind and keep, as ideas, principles, etc.

imbibition / im<in(=in, into)+bib(=drink)

Hey, let’s go down to Kwanganri beach and imbibe some sun and beer. There’ll be a lot of girls down there doing the same thing-just absorbing sunshine and waiting for guys like us to accost them!
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Impervious

a. not allowing water, etc. to pass through; not moved or influenced by

im<in(=not)+per(=through)+vi<via(=road, way)

Chris is impervious to any amount of logic on this matter. Nothing you say will change his mind. You’re welcome to try, but it’ll be like talking to a brick wall-he’ll be utterly unmoved.

Impetus

n. force with which a body moves; impulse; driving force

im<in(=in)+pet(=rush)

The campaign to recycle household garbage is devoid of impetus. There is absolutely no incentive to the time to separate trash into the three designed categories. “Environmental awareness” is just not an impelling argument.

Implacable

a. that cannot be appeased; relentless

im<in(=not)+plac(=soothe, peace, please)

Foster owns the house and has every legal right to eject them. His mind is set and no amount of entreaty is going to change his decision. Years of dealing with bad clients has made him implacable.

Indemnity

n. security against damage or loss; compensation for loss; something given or received as compensation especially a sum of money, or goods, demanded from a country defeated in war

indemnify / indemnification / in(=not)+demn<damn(=harm, curse)

Your policy has an indemnity of $2 million in the event of your accidental death. If you die a natural death, the insurance company will compensate your family $3.5 million.

Infallible

a. incapable of making mistakes of doing wrong; never failing

infallibility / in(=not)+fall(=err)

We’ve designed the computer system to be fail-proof. The hard drive constantly enters all data permanent memory on this RAM device. You will never lose data-it’s infallible.
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Ingenuous

a. frank, open, innocent, natural

in(=in)+gen(=birth, creation)

Were you born yesterday? My God, how could you be so ingenuous? Are you so naïve that you couldn’t tell his offer to help was a disingenuous attempt to get into your apartment?

Innocuous

a. causing no harm; not offensive

in(=not)+noc(=harm)

All of our children’s art supplies are non-toxic. If your child is fond of the taste of crayons and paint (aren’t they all?!), don’t worry. Our products are as innocuous as your little angels.

Inopportune

a. coming or happening at a poor time <-> opportune; not appropriate

in(=not)+op<ob(=forward)+port(=carry)

This year’s bad weather couldn’t have come at a more inopportune time. After the fire that destroyed 30% of our rice reserves, the poor harvest we’re going to suffer is really ill-timed.

Insidious

a. characterized by treachery or slyness; crafty, wily; advancing secretly

in(=in)+sid(=sit)

Be on your guard for the insidious, backstabbing types you find in every office. They appear friendly, but behind your back they’re disparaging you and your work My advice to you “watch your back.”

Integrity

n. quality of being honest and upright in character; state or condition of being complete

integrate / integration / integer / integral / in(=not)+tegr(=touch)

Mr. James is a man of unshakable integrity. His uprightness and rigid adherence to the Code of Ethics make him the apposite choice to get rid of the decadence that has crept into every aspect of our administration.
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Inveterate

a. deep-rooted, long-established

in(=in)+vet(=old)

Ms. Kim heads a support group for inveterate Go-Stop gamblers called STOP-STOP! It helps housewives addicted to the game to get over their chronic habit through group counseling.

Invulnerable

a. that cannot be wounded or injured <-> vulnerable; proof against attack

in(=not)+vuln(=wound)

No politician is safe from disparaging attacks by those who have designs on his office. He could have a 100% approval rating and still not be invulnerable to defamation.

Irrelevant

a. not relevant; not connected

irrelevance / irrelevancy / ir<in(=not)+re(=again)+lev(=lift, light)

Min Hu’s religious affiliation has nothing to do with his expulsion from our club. When we adjudicate a case, things such as race, gender and religion are irrelevant. He was expelled solely on his violation of our ethics code.

Ignoble

a. of low character; mean; of low birth

i<in(=not)+gno(=know)

For a man already infamous, this ignoble act comes as no surprise. For any average person, I’d say his abject actions are disreputable, but Mr. Rusk has no reputation to dishonor.

Immutable

a. that cannot be changed

im<in(=not)+mut(=change)

Our dedication to the completion to this expressway project is immutable. No number of setbacks will attenuate our abiding determination to finish what we’ve started.
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Impassive

a. showing no sign of feeling, unmoved

impassivity / impassively / im<in(=not)+pass(=feel, suffer)

Her face was devoid of any emotion when she coldly told us she had cancelled our one-year apartment lease agreement and we’d have to move in three days. She remained impassive as I argued the illegality of her plan.

Imperious

a. commanding, haughty, arrogant; urgent

im<in(=in, intensive)+per<par(=arrange)

You have to be careful not to appear to be throwing your weight around, Mr. President. If you push this through without consulting the opposition, you’ll be accused of being imperious.

Impromptu

a./ad. without preparation or advance thought

n. improvisation, an impromptu speech, performance, etc.

im<in(=not)+pro(=before)+mpt<empt(=take)

In an adept display of his ability to be extemporaneous when need be, Eberly went into an impromptu explanation of his intentions. Speaking off the top of his head, he imparted a rather detailed clarification.

Impugn

v. express doubt about a statement, act, quality, etc.; attack by argument of criticism

im<in(=on, against)+pugn(=fight)

I don’t have to impugn Mr. Ryu’s honesty, he does quite well at disparaging it himself. His own actions call into question his integrity.

Inadvertent

a. not paying to or showing proper attention; done thoughtlessly or not on purpose

inadvertence / inadvertently / in(=not)+ad(=to)+vert(=turn)

Please forgive me, it really wasn’t intentional. I just inadvertently forgot to tell you about the party. I didn’t plan to leave you out as you think I did.
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Inanimate

a. lifeless <-> animate; without animal life; spiritless; dull

in(=not)+anim(=life, mind, breath)

We will study organic and inorganic chemistry. Organic chemistry deals with living organisms, while inorganic chemistry is concerned with inanimate elements.

Inauspicious

a. not auspicious, not of good omen

inauspiciously / in(=not)+au<avi(=bird)+spic(=look)

He was born at the inauspicious time of 4:44 AM on the 4th day of the 4th month of 1944. His mother, a firm believer in omens, rejected him out of fear that his presence portended the demise of the family.

Inception

n. start

incipient / in(=in, on)+cept(=take)

The inception of the much talked-about space station marks NASA’s greatest achievement since landing a man on the moon. The nascent orbiting mini-city will be completed in ten years at a cost of $8 billion dollars.

Incisive

a. sharp and cutting; acute, clear-cut

incision / incisor / incise / in(=in, into)+cis(=cut)

With only two minutes to impugn your opponent’s argument, your closing remarks should be cogent and forceful. The judges will listen closely for which side has the most incisive rebuttal.

Inconsequential

a. inconsequent, illogical; not important

inconsequent / in(=not)+con(=with)+sequ(=follow)

While the school children’s donation of $36.43 to the national deficit reduction fund is, relatively, a drop in the bucket, the concern they evince at such a young age is anything but inconsequential.
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Incontrovertible

a. that cannot be disputed

in(=not)+contro<contra(=against)+vert(=turn)

The gravitational pull of the moon causes the tides of our oceans. That’s incontrovertible. But the idea that it also affects human emotions by pulling on the water in our bodies is far from certain.

Incriminate

v. charge with a crime; say that someone is guilty wrongdoing

in(=in)+crimin(=guilty, fault, separate)

They’ve been trying to pin it on me for thirty years, but every time they’ve failed. They’ll never incriminate me because I’m innocent and they’ll never find anything to involve me in the murder.

Inculcate

v. sth+in/into+sb

impress upon the mind by frequent repetition or persistent urging

inculcation / in(=in, on)+culc<calc(=tread)

Cult leaders isolated new members in a special camp where they brainwashed them for several weeks before letting them mix with the others. In that period, through endless repetition, the philosophy of Koresh was inculcated into their minds.

Infer

v. reach an opinion from facts or reasoning; imply

inference / inferential / in(=in)+fer(=carry)

It doesn’t take much effort to infer that Un Jong doesn’t really want to get married to him. I drew that conclusion the first time she talked about him.

Infirmity

n. the quality or state of being infirm; feebleness; weakness; ailment

infirm / infirmary / in(=not)+firm(=strong)

The infirmity of his body hinted at a feeble mind. Boy, were we ever wrong. Far from being debilitated, the old man’s mind was as sharp as any of ours.
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Infraction

n. breaking of a rule, law, etc.; the act of breaking a law or rule

in(=into, against)+fract(=break)

One more such infraction of the safety regulations and I’ll shut this construction site down. I’ve warned you about violations like this too many times.

Ingratiate

v. bring oneself into favor, especially in order to gain an advantage; flatter

in(=in)+grat(=thank, pleasing, favor)

In an attempt to get in the good graces of the selection committee, several athletes ingratiated themselves with its members by professing similar interests or religious beliefs.

Inimical

a. hostile; harmful

in(=not)+im<am(=love)

Veterans of the war claim lifting the embargo will adversely affect the search for MIAs in Vietnam. “This is counteractive, counterproductive and downright stupid!” one veteran expressed. Unfortunately they seem to be the only group which finds the move inimical.

Inscrutable

a. mysterious; that cannot be understood or known

inscrutably / in(=not)+scrut(=examine)

You can never tell what she’s thinking. Her face is inscrutable, sort of mysterious. Her eyes are just as puzzling.

Insurgent

a. rebellious; rising in revolt; revolting against the leadership of a political party

n. a person engaged in insurgent activity

in(=in, against)+surg(=rise)

Local newspapers describe him as a self-styled anarchist. He leads a small group of insurgents calling themselves “freedom fighters,” and is intent upon declaring the Mionsindia region an independent state.
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Intemperate

a. not moderate <-> temperate; showing lack of self-control

intemperance / intemperately / in(=not)+temper(=moderate, stretch)

If you’re going to fly off the handle every time I give you some bad news, I’ll quit. I refuse to put up with an intemperate boss.

Invective

n. abusive language; curses, violent expressions

in(=in, into, to, against)+vect<veh(=carry)

My last boss used to use abusive language when he talked to me. I told him I wouldn’t countenance obscenities, but he just went on with the invectives as if I had said nothing. One morning he said something very unpleasant and I just quit.

Irresolute

a. not resolute; wavering in decision, purpose, or opinion; hesitating

irresolution / ir<in(=not)+re(=intensive)+solu/solv(=loosen)

I’m just saying he’s indecisive. He’s a great guy and a friend of mine, but he’s just not right for the position of factory manager. He’s too irresolute for a job that requires firm stewardship.

Irrevocable

a. final and unalterable; that cannot be revoked

ir<in(=not)+re(=back)+voc(=call)

It’s only a guideline, not some irrevocable rule or law. We can change it anytime the situation calls for an alteration,. It’s not set in stone.

Ignominious

a. bringing contempt, disgrace, shame; dishonorable

ignominy / i<in(=not)+gno(=know)

He  spent the rest of his life compensating for his ignominious expulsion from Harvard University for cheating. He made up for the shame he brought to his family in the scandalous affair by building their one supermarket into a national chain.
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Impecunious

a. having little or no money

im<in(=not)+pecu(=money)

Jang Won’s impecunious situation is condign. It wasn’t long ago he was arrogantly showing off his new BMW and posh home. If he’s down and out now, he deserves it for being so boastful then.

Imperturbable

a. not capable of being excited; calm

imperturbability / imperturbation / im<in(=not)+per(=intensive)+turb(=agitate)

Not much upsets or excites Mr. Trent. He’s pretty much an even-tempered man. Even when his higher-ups are yelling and screaming, he remains imperturbable. You’ll like working for him.

Importune

v. sb+for+sth

beg urgently and repeatedly

importunate / importunity / im<in(=in, into)+port(=carry)

We have to place restrictions on them. Too many tourists are complaining about the street people who importune them for money. Their unrelenting begging has gotten too persistent.

Improvident

a. not looking to future needs; wasteful

improvidence / improvidently / im<in(=not)+pro(=before, forth)+vid(=look)

You call him improvident, but we call him “happy-go-lucky.” You’re right, he doesn’t think about his future, but he sure has a lot of fun in the here and now.

Increment

n. profits, increase, amount of increase

in(=in, on)+cre(=grow)

Just leave the money in the bank and you could live off the increments. Each year it will grow by at least 5% more than inflation. Withdraw this increase and use it to live. You’ll never have to work again.
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Incumbent

n. person holding an official position

a. pressing as a duty; lying or resting with its weight on something else

incumbency / in(=on)+cumb(=lie)

Mr. Jo, the man now holding the office, has announced he will not seek re-election. With the popular incumbent not running, the hotly contested Kangnam district seat is up for grabs.

Indictment

n. an indicting or being indicted; accusation; a formal written statement indicting someone

indict / indictable / in(=against)+dict(=say)

The district attorney has brought charges against Mr. Dietrich for his part in the medical supplies scandal. The indictment accuses Dietrich of illicit collaboration with Hinter-Med Ltd.

Indubitable

a. that cannot be doubted

in(=not)+dub(=uncertain)

There’s no question about it, folks-our barbecue chicken is indubitably the best in all of Chicago. No ifs, ands or buts!

Inexorable

a. that cannot be moved or influenced by persuasion or entreaty; unyielding

in(=not)+ex(=out)+or(=say)

Jin Su is dead set on crossing the Pacific on his handmade, one-man boat. His inexorable determination has won him the support of a group of naval officers who are training him in navigation and partially financing his voyage.

Iniquity

n. lack of righteousness or justice; wickedness; a wicked, unjust, or unrighteous act

iniquitous / in(=not)+iqu<equ(=equal, same)

Going directly to my senior without coming to me first about the problem is hitting below the belt. I won’t forget this iniquity.
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Innate

a. existing naturally rather than acquired; existing as ingerent attribute

in(=in)+nat(=to be born)

Sure, most people can learn how to play music, but it’s my experience that the truly great performers have music in their blood. It’s an innate gift that only needs guidance and discipline from a teacher.

Inordinate

a. not properly restrained or controlled, excessive; immoderate

inordinately / in(=not)+ordin(=order)

I refuse to pay such an inordinate amount for a repair that takes only two hours. You ought to be ashamed charging exorbitant fees to an old woman like me.

Insatiable

a. that cannot be satisfied; very greedy

in(=not)+sat(=enough)

Even his appointment as General of the Armed Forces did not appease Roland’s insatiable desire for power. President Horace, realizing he was unappeasable, called him to his home where he shot the power-hungry soldier.

Intractable

a. unruly or stubborn; not easily controlled or dealt with <-> tractable

intractability / in(=not)+tract(=draw)

Just my luck! My first teaching assignment brings me an intractable class of second graders. Their previous teacher left me a note warning me “they’re a little incorrigible.” Ha! A little?! They’re downright contumacious!

Invidious

a. likely to cause ill-feeling because of real or apparent injustice

in(=in, on, against)+vid(=look)

If you can’t keep the invidious insults out of your speech, please sit there and be quiet. Corrosive, divisive comments will not help us at all.
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Irrefutable

a. that cannot be proved false, refutable

ir<in(=not)+re(=back)+fut(=pour)

Without the inspections, the North can not state irrefutably that they are not building a nuclear device. In the same vein, we can not say we have incontrovertible evidence that they are.

Irreparable

a. that cannot be repaired, mended, remedied, restored, etc.

ir<in(=not)+re(=again)+par(=arrange)

A car is considered “totaled” when it is completely irreparable. This means it is damaged beyond hope and therefore is a total loss.

Immaculate

a. pure, faultless; without a spot or stain; perfectly clean; right in every detail

im<in(=not)+macul(=stain, spot)

Your mother is coming home from the hospital today with a new baby brother. When she gets here, let’s have the house clean as a whistle. An immaculate house is a good start for our new family member.

Immolate

v. sth+to+sth/R

kill as an offering; sacrifice one thing to another

immolation / im<in(=on)+mol(=grain, heap, grind)

The boy thought a ghost lived in his closet. He’d been secretly immolating a portion of his dinner to the spirit for months when his mother discovered the pile of rotting sacrifices while cleaning his room.

Immure

v. oneself+in+sth

shut oneself up; imprison; confine; seclude

im<in(=in)+mur(=wall)

Try our newest delight-rich chewy caramel immured in a ball of semi=sweet chocolate. When you bite into the ball, you’ll find a juicy cherry further encased by it all.
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Impasse

n. blind alley; place or position from which there is no way our; deadlock

im<in(=not)+pass(=stride, step)

With no workable solution, the tunnel construction has been brought to a halt. Governor Walton has agreed to talk with the local residents in an effort to resolve the impasse.

Incubus

n. nightmare; evil spirit supposed to lie on a sleeping person and weigh him down; someone or something that oppresses one like a nightmare

in(=in, on)+cub(=lie)

Still worried about your test result? I guess that’s going to be weighing on your mind until the results come out, eh? But try not to let it be an incubus to getting your work done, okay?

Ineffable

a. too great to be described in words

in(=not)+ef<ex(=out)+fa(=say)

My appreciation for the mystery of life is ineffable. The more I learn about the biological mechanics of life, the more indescribable my amazement becomes at the wonder of it all.

Ineluctable

a. that cannot be escaped from

in(=not)+e<ex(=out)+luct(=struggle)

Whether you like it or not, someday you’re going to get old-it’s ineluctable. So, I suggest you give up this improvident lifestyle and start thinking about how you’ll live after old age inevitably catches up with you and you can no longer work.

Inhibit

v. hinder, restrain, forbid

inhibition / inhibitive / in(=not)+hib<hab(=have, hold)

The single most inhibiting impediment to his promotion is the fact that he’s Jewish. It keeps him from being promoted because some of the higher management are prejudiced against Jews.
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Intercept

v. seize or stop on the way, before arrival at the intended place; intercept an enemy force, especially enemy aircraft

interception / interceptor / inter(=between)+cept(=take)

He’s already on his way to Mr. Ha’s office. If you want, I can cut him off at the elevator and send him back. Or, we could have the receptionist intercept him before he goes in.

Interrupt

v. break the continuity of; cut in; break in upon a person’s action, speech, etc.

interruption / interrupter / inter(=between)+rupt(=break)

Would you please stop interrupting? I can’t utter a sentence without your cutting me off. If you want to say something, wait until it’s your turn to speak. Butting in like this is rude.

Intellectual

n. a person with intellectual interests or tastes

a. of the intellect; having or showing good reasoning power

intellect / intelligence / intelligentsia / intelligent /intel< inter(=between)+lect(=choose, gather)

Auguste Rodin’s sculpture “The Thinker”, represents man’s intellectual life. It epitomizes the image of a rational being contemplating his world.

Enterprising

a. showing enterprise; full of energy and initiative; willing to take risks

enterprise / enter< inter(=between)+pris(=take)

If you’re a hard worker and have imagination, you’ll go far in this company. We reward enterprising employees with accelerated promotions and responsibilities.

Intervene

v. in+sth

come between others in time; interfere so as to prevent something or change the result

intervention / inter(=between)+ven(=come)

I think it’s high time we step in and settle this dispute for them. I don’t like intervening in their internal affairs, but they’ve left me no choice-their animosity is starting to affect the unity of the whole alliance.
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Intermediary

n. go-between, mediator; any medium, means, or agency

a. acting as a link between persons and groups; intermediate

intermediate / inter(=between)+medi(=middle)

As spokeswoman, Ms. Mason’s function is to be an intermediary between the Secretary of State and the press. She acts as a sort of middleman, disseminating information for the secretary and the department.

Interrogate

v. put questions to, especially closely or formally

interrogation / interrogator / interrogative / interrogatory / inter(=between)+rog(=ask)

Principal Jones is in the other room interrogating Jim and Larry about the false fire alarm this morning. He’s giving them the third degree because he heard them laughing about it in the cafeteria.

Intercede

v. in+sth/with+sb+for+sb

intervene for the purpose of producing agreement; mediate; plead or make a request in behalf of another or others

intercession / inter(=between)+ced(=go)

We will not intercede unless invited to do so. So far, no one has invited us to interpose. So the answer to your question is “no”. No, we do not intend to intervene in the labor dispute.

Intersect

v. divide by cutting, passing or lying across; cut or cross each other

intersection / inter(=between)+sect(=out)

The two roads form a junction just south of the Tewters’ farm. At that intersection, you can find Tewters’ Grain and Feed Warehouse. It’s quite conspicuous, so you can’t miss it.

Intermittent

a. stopping and starting again at intervals

intermit / intermission / intermittently / inter(=between)+mit(=send)

We’re picking up the radio signal, but barely. It’s intermittent-you know, on and off. At times it’s so broken that we can’t make out what they’re saying.
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Malady

n. a disease or illness often used figuratively

mal(=bad)+ad<hab(=live, have)

The lack of skilled workers plaguing the country is slowing down their march into the ranks of industrialized countries. The malady is likely to worsen unless the use of immigrant workers is legalized.

Malignant

a. filled with a desire to hurt; harmful to life

malignity / malignancy / malign / mali<mal(=bad)+gn<gen(=birth)

Without immigrant workers, the labor shortage threatens to seriously damage the entire modernization scheme started five years ago. “It’s a malignant situation,” one British businessman commented.

Malnutrition

n. condition caused by not getting enough food or enough of the right kinds of food

mal(=bad)+nutri(=nourishment)

They have plenty to eat, but many suffer from malnutrition because of what they choose to eat. A diet heavy on junk food very often leads to a fat, but malnourished child.

Maltreat

v. treat roughly or cruelly

maltreatment / mal(=bad)+treat(=draw)

Two of the children were taken into protective custody and their parents charged with maltreatment. The children were battered and bruised from being knocked about by the adults.

Malevolent

a. wishing to do evil or cause harm to others; spiteful

malevolence / male<mal(=bad)+vol(=will)

Your attitude toward your neighbors is malevolent at best. Why are you so hateful? You’ve never even talked to any of them. Do you think maybe your antagonism stems from your own felling of inferiority?
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Malefactor

n. criminal or wrongdoer

malefaction / maleficent / male<mal(=bad)+fact(=do, make)

White-collar crime is just as malignant as street violence. Sure, the malefactors are gentlemen who live in cozy suburbs and would never think of physically hurting anybody, but the effect these felons have on society is no different from that of the common criminals.

Malediction

n. curse; prayer to God that someone or something may be destroyed, hurt, etc.

male<mal(=bad)+dict(=say)

They go about casually casting aspersions on anybody whose opinions differ, then get all upset when someone directs a few maledictions their way.

Malfeasance

n. wrong doing; illegal act, especially an instance of official misconduct

mal(=bad)+feas(=do, make)

The corruption in the Department of Motor Vehicles unveiled by the sting operation this week is of our own making. We failed to place the office within our system of checks and balances, so malfeasance was inevitable.

Maladroit

a. not adroit, clumsy, tactless

mal(=bad)+a(=to)+droit<rect(=straight, right)

In a maladroit effort to save themselves from extinction, leaders of the old guard ordered a coup against Gorbachev. The bungling and blundering that ensued showed up just how effete they had become.

Malcontent

a. discontented and inclined to rebel

n. a person who is not contented

mal(=bad)+con(=together)+ten(=hold)

If he had tried to appease the malcontents, they may not have become active insurgents. His neglect turned complainers into rebels.
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Officiate

v. at+sth

perform the duties of an office or position; preside

office / officer / officiator / official / of<ob(=intensive)+fic(=do, make)

At sea, the captain of a ship is empowered with the authority to administer marriage vows. Captain Moltonski of the Holiday Caribbean Cruise Ship officiates at an average of 50 weddings a year.

Oppress

v. keep down by unjust or cruel government; rule unjustly or cruelly; weigh heavily on

oppression / oppressor / oppressive / op<ob(=against, intensive)+press(=press)

China rules Tibet with an iron hand. The Dalai lama, the spiritual leader of the oppressed Tibetans, entreats world leaders to help bring an end to the persecution of his people.

Obliterate

v. rub, or blot out; remove all signs of; destroy

obliteration / ob(=against)+liter(=letter)

Time and weather had obliterated the script on several pages of the ancient document. Fortunately, what it erased appears to have been nonessential to the overall text.

Obese

a. very fat

obesity / ob(=intensive)+es<ed(=eat)

One of the biggest advantages to being grossly overweight; on buses, trains, boats and even airplanes, people don’t want to sit next to an obese man, so I usually get two seats for the price of one!

Obligate

v. sb+to R

bind someone legally

obligation / obligatory / oblige / ob(=intensive)+lig(=bind)

My allegiance to the company obligates me to report the fraud. I know my own colleague is involved, but it is incumbent upon me to let my seniors know. I feel morally impelled.
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Obnoxious

a. very disagreeable, very unpleasant, hateful

ob(=to)+nox<noc(=hurt)

I’ve tried very hard to get along with Timothy, but his obnoxious arrogance is just too much. I’m not the only one. Everybody in the office thinks his demeanor is disgusting and offensive.

Obviate

v. get rid of; clear away; prevent by effective measures

obvious / obviously / ob(=away)+vi<via(=carry, way)

We tried to avert the takeover, but we were too late. Croxton Company had been secretly talking with the major stockholders and the whole deal was already decided. There was no way to obviate it.

Officious

a. very fond of giving unwelcome services or advice

of<ob(=in the way)+fic(=do, make)

And that girl over there is Jung Min Jin. Try to avoid her, she’s rather officious, she tries to stick her nose into everyone’s business. I don’t know about you, but I hate nosy people.

Obdurate

a. stubborn, obstinate, inflexible

obduracy / ob(=intensive)+dur(=last)

Children these days are so damn headstrong. If you try helping them with their life, they shun you and go about things in their own stubborn way. If I had been so obdurate, my father would have killed me!

Occult

a. hidden, secret, mysterious; supernatural, magical

oc<ob(=intensive)+cul<cel(=hide)

Bob is into some of that arcane stuff you find in science fiction books. I think he’s just trying to escape from the reality of his life by filling his mind with occult bullshit.
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Opportune

a. suitable, favorable; good for a purpose; done or coming at a favorable time

opportunity / opportunism / opportunist / op<ob(=toward)+port(=carry)

If you’re thinking about buying a new home, the time is ripe. With interest rates at their lowest in over 20 years, it’s unlikely you’ll find a more opportune time to buy.

Ostensible

a. put forward in an attempt to hide the real reason; apparent; pretended

ostensibly / os<ob(=over, against)+tens(=stretch)

Ostensibly, Paul Dewitt is retiring from acting to spend more time with his family. But sources close to the movie star say that’s only superficial and that it’s his interest in entering politics that impelled him to make the move.

Ostentatious

a. done for unnecessary display; liking to attract notice

ostentation / ostentatiously / os<ob(=against, over)+tent(=stretch)

Patrick’s smart, but he’s also ostentatious about his intelligence. He’s always trying to show off just how smart he is. I think people who like to draw attention to their abilities as he does, lack self-confidence.

Obeisance

n. deep bow of respect; homage; obedience, submission

ob(=intensive)+eis<aud(=hear)

My obeisance to the old man is not any attempt to ingratiate myself with him. I respect him out of deference for his age and his infinite wisdom.

Obscene

a. morally disgusting; likely to corrupt and deprave by regarding or describing sex indecently

obscenity / ob(=against, over)+scen(=set)

Okay, I admit that most of the writing on the walls of public toilets is obscene. But as a sociologist, I find the dirty, vulgar things people inscribe there rather intriguing.
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Obsequious

a. too eager to obey or serve; showing excessive respect from hope of reward or advantage

ob(=in the way)+sequ(=follow)

Every office has at least one ass kisser. You know, an obsequious little bastard who’s always trying to curry favor with the boss.

Opprobrium

n. the disgrace or infamy attached to conduct viewed as grossly shameful; scorn; reproach

opprobrious / op<ob(=against)+pro(=forth)+br<fer(=carry)

The highest disgrace for a member of congress is to be censured in front of the full house. This display of opprobrium is rarely employed, but when it is, the shame can be unbearable.

Obloquy

n. bad words spoken of a person or thing; ill repute, disgrace

ob(=against)+loqu(=say)

Your obloquy will fail. Go ahead and express your condemnations all you want, the people won’t listen to you. No amount of invectives could ever defame Bill Patton.

Obsession

n. the act of an evil spirit in possessing or ruling a person; the state of being ruled by an idea, desire, emotion, etc.; a fixed idea which takes possession of one’s mind

obsess / obsessive / ob(=in the way)+sess(=sit)

Tommy’s grades are way down this semester and I’m afraid it’s due to his obsession with the video games. All he ever thinks about these days is how high his next score is going to be. I think we’d better have a word with him.

Obtrude

v. sth+on+sb

push oneself, one’s opinions, etc. forward when unwanted

on+sth

force oneself upon others

obtrusive / obtrusion / obtrusively / ob(=in the way, intensive)+trud/trus(=thrust)

How dare you obtrude our exhibit with that junk of yours? You call that art? I call it an eyesore and an intrusion of our show. Take it away at once!
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Parody

n. writing intended to amuse by imitating the style of writing used by someone else; weak imitation

v. make a parody of

parodist / par<para(=beside)+od(=song)

Thompson’s mockery of famous politicians is in high demand these days. He’s performed his parodies on the In Loving Color, Saturday Night Live and Johnny Carson shows just this month.

Paradox

n. statement that seems to say something opposite to common sense or the truth, but which may contain a truth

paradoxical / para(=beside, apart from)+dox(=opinion)

The cold war represented one of history’s greatest paradoxes : mutually assured destruction guaranteed peace. President Reagan even went so far as to use the oxymoron “Peacemaker” to describe a new multi-warhead nuclear missile.

Parasite

n. animal or plant living on or in another and getting its food from it; person supported by another and giving him nothing in return

parasitic / parasitical / para(=beside)+sit(=food, grain)

I think the perfect example of a parasite is someone who passes through a revolving door without pushing. Think about it; they take without giving. Right? They take the other people’s push without giving any push!

Parable

n. simple story designed to teach an moral lesson

parabolical / para(=beside)+bi<bol(=throw)

Parables were the prophet’s favorite method to deliver his message. Using symbolism, he told stories that made people see how his moral teachings applied to their everyday life.

Parallelism

n. the state of never meeting because always at the same distance from each other; similarity

parallel / parallelogram / par<para(=beside, side by side)+all(=other)

Professor Kwon swears there’s analogy between the two civil wars, but I fail to see any parallelism at all. They’re as different as night and day.
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Paramount

a. supreme or superior in power; pre-eminent; chief

paramountcy / para(=beside)+mount(=hill)

Every construction site has a “SAFETY FIRST” sign posted at its entrance to let every worker know that his safety is paramount.

Paragon

n. a model or pattern of perfection or excellence

para(=beside)+gon(=compare, test, angle)

This group of fine young men represents the cream of the crop. They are each a paragon of integrity and virtue. I’ve selected these shining examples to serve as models for our incoming freshmen this year.

Paraphrase

n. restatement of the meaning of a piece of writing on other words

v. express in a paraphrase

para(=beside)+phras(=say)

I’d like to paraphrase Shakespeare, if I may. I believe this passage from MacBeth, rephrased in present-day terms, is an apposite example that certain values are immutable; they’re as true today as they were then.

Paroxysm

n. sudden attack or outburst of pain, anger, laughter, etc.; sudden attack of a disease, usually recurring periodically

par<para(=intensive)+oxy(=sharp, acid)

As I stood to address the members, a paroxysm of laughter nearly knocked me back into my seat. I was taken aback by the outburst since I saw no reason for uncontrolled emotion from such a serious group. Then Mr. Crowley apprised me of my unzipped pants’ zipper.

Parameter

n. characteristic or determining feature

para(=beside)+meter(=measure)

The first thing we should do is establish the extent of each partner’s authority. Once we have those parameters set, we can assign responsibilities accordingly.
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Persevere

v. in+sth

continue steadily in spite of hardship

perseverance / persevering / per(=through, throughout)+sever(=serious)

The only way you’ll win the Mr. Universe contest is by sticking with your work-outs no matter what difficulties arise. If you can’t persevere, you may as well forget about it.

Pertain

v. to+sth

belong as a part or accessory; have reference; be appropriate

pertinent / pertinence / pertinently / per(=intensive)+tain(=hold)

Ms. Ryu, could you please get me the files pertaining to the Sam Ick Company contract with us. Better yet, bring me anything that has to do with Sam Ick. I want to see everything we’ve got on them.

Perjury

n. the act of making a false statement after taking an oath to tell the truth; willful false statement

perjure / perjurer / per(=falsely)+jur(=swear, law)

I can’t stop you form giving false testimony of you decide to do, but I can drop this case. I will not be a party to perjury. I suggest you find another lawyer.

Perpetual

a. never-ending; going on for a long time or without stopping; continual; often repeated

perpetuate / perpetuity / perpetuation / per(=through, throughout)+pet(=seek, strive)

Your perpetual nagging will not influence me one bit. Incessant imploring may work on your mother, but not me. If anything, constant bothering just makes me all the more determined not to change my mind.

Persist

v. refuse to give up when faced with opposition or difficulty; insist; continue to exist

persistence / persistent / per(=through, throughout)+sist(=stand)

The taste of victory is sweetest when you achieve it by persisting against the odds. I urge you to remain undaunted by the news reports favoring your opponent.
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Pervade

v. spread through every part of; penetrate

pervasion / pervasive / per(=through, throughout)+vad(=go)

Pessimism brought on by our crushing defeat pervaded the atmosphere of the next morning’s practice. The gloom had so thoroughly saturated the team’s spirit that even I was starting to feel down.

Persecute

v. oppress cruelly for reasons of religion, politics, or race; trouble or annoy constantly

persecution / persecutor / per(=through, throughout)+secut(=follow)

Persecution of minorities is a crime that abases us al. So long as any group of people anywhere in the world is oppressed, our organization will continue to fight for their freedom.

Perspective

n. prospect; view; the art of drawing to show depth and distance; a picture so drawn

per(=through, throughout)+spect(=look)

What you see in Kyo Man’s sculpture depends on what angle you’re looking at it. From one perspective it may seem like a fierce lion, from another it’s a gentle mother and child.

Perturb

v. disturb; make afraid or anxious

perturbation / per(=intensive)+turb(=agitate)

Many of the high school seniors emerged from the exam obviously shook up. “This is the first test with the new format and style, so we didn’t know exactly how to prepare,” said one perturbed student with a troubled look on his young face.

Peruse

v. read carefully

perusal / per(=intensive)+us(=use)

It’s a good idea to peruse the morning paper for vocabulary words you are studying. If you don’t have much time, then at least scrutinize the headlines.
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Perceive

v. become aware through sight, hearing, touch, or smell; grasp mentally; understand

perception / perceptible / perceptive / perceptibly / imperceptibly / per(=through)+ceiv(=take)

It might take you a few readings to perceive what the author is trying to say, but you’ll catch on eventually.

Perennial

a. continuing throughout the whole year; lasting for a very long time; living for more than two years

n. perennial plant

per(=through, throughout)+enn<ann(=year)

The teachings of the great prophets have been a perennial source of inspiration for Christians, Jews and Muslims for millenniums. Their practical advice on living has maintained an abiding appeal to generation after generation of followers.

Perverse

a. willfully continuing in wrongdoing; willfully choosing a wrong course

perversity / perversion / per(=intensive, falsely)+vers(=turn)

I know his father and mother have brought him up rather strictly. That may be the cause of his wayward behavior in school nowadays. It’s not uncommon for a child to carry on in a perverse manner as a teenager just to rebel against his parents.

Permeate

v. pass, lofw or spread into every part of

permeation / permeability / permeable / per(=through)+me<mea(=pass, flow)

They’re called gas-permeable contact lenses because gaseous water molecules can permeate them. This allows your eyes to “breathe” as water from your eyes passes through the lens.

Pernicious

a. injurious, harmful, fatal

per(=through, thoroughly)+nic<noc(=harm, kill)

Bureaucracy has a pernicious effect on creativity in the world of art. Nothing is more inimical to an artist’s inspiration than having to contend with encumbering red tape.
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Peremptory

a. not to be disobeyed or questioned; dogmatic; insisting upon obedience; imperious

per(=intensive)+empt(=take)

The note he left on my desk was written in his usual peremptory style. He ordered me to change the colors I’d selected for the billboard advertisement. Although I objected to his choices, I knew from experience he was not open to reasoning.

Perfunctory

a. done as a duty or routine but without care or interest; doing things without concern or solicitude

perfunctorily / per(=falsely)+funct(=perform)

Feeling disinclined to work for Mr. Cho after the remarks he had made. Ms. Park went about her work half-heartedly. Mr. Cho knew very well he was the cause of her perfunctory performance.

Perspicacious

a. quick to judge and understand

perspicacity / per(=through)+spic(=look)

Of course Paul was the first to catch on that I was only joking. I wish all of my students were as clever as that perspicacious young man.

Pertinacious

a. not easily giving up what has been started; unyielding; determined

pertinacity / per(=intensive)+tin(=hold)

You hardly display the perseverance that your father exhibited, but somehow your work is even better than his. I guess in sculpture, an ounce of inspiration is worth a pound of pertinacious effort.

Perfidious

a. treacherous; faithless

perfidy / per(=through, falsely)+fid(=trust)

I wouldn’t trust that perfidious man. You’d better listen to me if you don’t want to lose your money. Mr. Grant will double-cross you in a heartbeat.
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Precaution

n. care taken in advance to avoid a risk

precautionary / pre(=before)+cau(=take care)

Mr. Holstein recommends we take steps to prevent fire from destroying this museum as it did the metropolitan museum. Installing a sprinkler system would be the most effective precaution.

Prevail

v. gain victory over; be widespread; be generally seen, done, etc.; be effective; persuade

prevailing / prevalent / prevalence / pre(=before)+vail(=strength, worth)

In the long run, good always prevails over evil. That is the essence of our belief. We are suffering now and have suffered many times in our long history, but in the end, with faith, we, his chosen people, always come out on top.

Predecessor

n. former holder of any office or position; ancestor; thing to which another has succeeded

pre(=before)+de(=down)+cess(=go)

The guy who used to do this job was a heavy smoker. I’m glad to hear you’re not like your predecessor. Welcome to our office. I’m Andy. Let me tell you some more about the last guy.

Premature

a. happening or coming before the proper time; too early, untimely

pre(=before)+mat(=ripe)

you bought a new car? Don’t you think you’re counting your chickens before they’re hatched? I really think spending money on a car when you’re not definite you’ve won the lottery is premature.

Prescribe

v. set down as a direction or rule; order as a medical treatment

prescription / prescript / prescriptive / pre(=before)+scrib(=write)

Like a doctor suggesting a remedy, Mr. Gaidar prescribed strict austerity measures for the Russian economy for the next five years.
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Presume

v. make supposition; venture; make a wrong use of

presumption / presumptuous / presumable / presuming / presumptive / presumably / pre(=before)+sum(=take)

I think taking for granted that Lisa will baby-sit for us is not a good idea. Remember the last time you presumed she’d watch the baby while we were supposed to go to the banquet? You’d better call her and find out for sure.

Preview

n. view of a film, play, etc. before it is shown to the general public

v. have a preview of

pre(=before)+view(=look)

Stephen King has invited 200 children from the Phoenix Orphans’ Homes to the advanced showing of his latest film. The children will preview the movie with him and 350 other guests.

Preclude

v. prevent; make impossible in advance

preclusion / preclusive / pre(=before)+clud(=shut)

With inflation rearing its ugly head, the Federal Reserve Bank has decided to raise interest rates to head off damage to the long-awaited recovery. The 1/4 point increase should preclude any dramatic growth of inflation this year.

Predominant

a. having more power or influence than others; prevailing; conspicuous

predominate / predominance / predominantly / pre(=before)+domin(=master)

The United States will be the predominant economic force in the NAFTA alliance for the foreseeable future. Decisions made in Washington will primarily shape the evolving relationship among North America’s three economies.

Preamble

n. introduction or preliminary statement, especially to a formal statement

pre(=before)+ambl< ambul(=walk, go)

The preamble to the bulky book is surprisingly concise. I expected a lengthy introduction.
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Precipice

n. vertical or very steep face of a rock, cliff or mountain

precipitate / precipitation / precipitous / pre(=before)+cip(=head, take)

In the movie Thelma and Louise, the two wayward housewives drive their car over the edge of the Grand Canyon rather than face arrest. As they tumble down the precipice their hands are joined in perpetual friendship.

Preferment

n. the act of moving up to a higher rank or position; a higher position in the church

prefer / preference / preferential / preferable / preferably / pre(=before)+fer(=carry)

Sop Do’s ascent in Porsche(Korea) Ltd. Represents a willingness on the German company’s part to allow locals to move up their corporate ladder. His preferment makes him the highest ranking Korean in the company.

Preposterous

a. with the first last and the last first; contrary to nature, reason, or common sense as to be laughable; absurd

preposterously / pre(=before)+poster(=coming after)

I’m a debt collector and believe me, I’ve heard some pretty outrageous excuses for late payments. I’d have to be pretty damn ingenuous to believe the preposterous stories I hear.

Precedent

n. something that serves as an example for the future

precede / precedence / preceding / precedented / pre(=before)+ced(=go)

Ford’s 1963 Mustang set a precedent for American sports cars. Its design, which looks sporty but can still seat a family of four, is a model for all Big Three car makers even today.

Predicament

n. a condition or situation that is difficult, unpleasant, embarrassing or, sometimes, comical

pre(=before)+dic(=say)

The avalanche spared our lives, but left us in a pretty bad fix. We were surrounded by walls of snow and unless we got out of the predicament before nightfall, we’d certainly die anyway.
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Premeditated

a. thinking out, planning or considering beforehand

premeditate / premeditation / pre(=before)+med(=attend to, measure, heal)

Whether it was accidental or premeditated is irrelevant-he still must pay for the damage. Personally, I think he did it deliberately. I think the whole thing was a calculated attempt to get revenge.

Pretext

n. a false reason or motive put forth to hide the real one

pre(=before)+text(=weave)

Mr. Park made office efficiency a pretext for his reorganization of our desks, but we all knew his was only an ostensible excuse to move talkative Min Hu as far away from him as possible.

Precept

n. moral instruction

preceptor / pre(=before)+cept(=take)

Parables were Jesus’ way of expressing basic precepts of living a righteous life. The down-to-earth stories imparted rules to live by in a way his followers could understand and remember.

Precocious

a. having developed certain faculties earlier than is normal

precocity / pre(=before)+coc(=to mature, cook)

We call them “early bloomers”-children who enter puberty before their peers. Their precocious physical development often causes them emotional stress.

Predilection

n. special liking, mental preference

pre(=before)+di(=apart)+lect(=choose)

Todd collects totem poles from around the world. One look at this collection and you’ll see he has a fondness for Asian versions of the effigies. His predilection stems from his extensive travel in Korea, China and Thailand.
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Premonition

n. feeling of uneasiness considered as a warning of approaching anger, etc.

premonitory / pre(=before)+mon(=warn, advise, remind)

I had a premonition of my mother’s death, but I refused to accept it, shrugging it off as just a bad thought. It was sort of a vague feeling that I was seeing her for the last time when I got into the taxi and waved good-bye.

Prerogative

n. a right or privilege that belongs to a person, class, etc. according to rank or position

pre(=before)+rog(=ask)

As the senior partner, Han Shin Co. has the prerogative of selecting which projects their R&D will work on. This special privilege was added to the contract as a sweetener to attract their investment.

Pretentious

a. claiming great merit or importance

pretend / pretense / pretension /pretender / pre(=before)+tent(=stretch)

Bob hangs letters his uncle received from world leaders over 20 years ago as a false claim to importance. I guess his delusion is so bad that he can’t see we all know it’s pretentious.

Precursor

n. sign; harbinger, forerunner; a predecessor as in office

precursory / pre(=before)+curs(=run)

The abacus was the precursor to the modern computers we use today. This simple device, still used in Korea, served as the model for the design of the first electronic computer.

Preempt

v. obtain by preemption; occupy public land so as to have the right of preemption; do something to frustrate the aggressive plans

preemption / preemptive / pre(=before)+empt(=take)

The settlers rushed to the West to preempt a claim to a piece of the vast wilderness. By taking possession before anyone else and starting a farm, they were the legal owners of the land.
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Prefatory

a. of a preface; introductory

preface / pre(=before)+fa(=say)

Professor Moore’s opening statement was a little long for a man who taught us to keep prefatory remarks brief and concise.

Presage

v. foretell, be a sign of, predict; have a presentiment of

n. omen, a feeling that something is going to happen, foretelling

pre(=before)+sag(=perceive)

Britain’s reliance on the United States during the Second World War spelled their decline as a world military power and at the same time presaged their former colony’s involvement in Europe’s infighting that George Washington had warned Americans not to get into.

Presentiment

n. vague felling that something unpleasant or undesirable is about to happen

pre(=before)+sent(=feel)

I’ve got a presentiment that I’m going to break a leg on this ski trip. I guess you could say I can feel it in my bones, if you will.

Prestigious

a. bringing the influence or reputation gained by one’s achievement, abilities, position, etc.

prestige / pre(=before)+stig<string(=prick, bind)

The dinner’s guest list was a veritable Who’s Who in Detroit. Every influential person in the automotive capital town was present. Reporters from as for away as Moscow were there to cover the gathering of the prestigious executives, lawyers and politicians.

Prescience

n. apparent knowledge of things before they happen or come onto being

prescient / pre(=before)+sci(=know)

Even though my son lives in France now, I have a sort of sixth sense when he’s in trouble. My wife thinks my prescience is only my imagination, but time after time I’ve been right.
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Prosecute

v. start legal proceedings against; continue a business, a task, etc.

prosecution / prosecutor / pro(=before)+secut(=follow)

Each time Hanovich came before the judge, the state failed to prosecute him fully due to technical legal flaws in their investigation.

Procure

v. obtain with care or effort; bring about; obtain women for the purpose of prostitution

procurement / procurer / procuress / procurator / procurable / pro(=before)+cur(=take care)

You can’t become a manager until you’ve procured your business degree. Company policy says you must have earned at least a BA before you can be promoted.

Proficient

a. skilled

n. a person who has skill in some special thing

proficiency / pro(=before)+fic(=make, do)

Patrick thinks he’s proficient in French after taking a five-week intensive course. I think he’ll be disabused of that notion once he gets to Paris next week. He’ll find he’s not so competent after all.

Prolong

v. make longer

prolongation / prolonged / pro(=forth)+long(=long)

Wouldn’t it be nice if we could prolong our days as university students by about five more years. If there were a way to make all these relatively carefree days last longer, I’d be the first to try it.

Prominent

a. easily seen; eminent, distinguished; standing our

prominence / pro(=forth)+min(=project)

Jae Ho places his trophies in the most conspicuous places throughout the house. They’ve so prominently displayed that any visitor feels almost compelled to say something complimentary about them.
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Prudent

Acting only after careful thought or planning <-> imprudent, careful, wise, sensible

Prudence / prudential / pr<pro(=before)+ud<vid(=look)

Play It Safe! Our money trust is for the prudent investor, like you. We invest only in government bonds, the safest investment around. Hamilton Trusts-the careful company. Tel : 668-4888.

Proclaim

v. make known publicly or officially; reveal; show

proclamation / pro(=forth)+claim(=cry)

With over 60% of the votes tallied, Hernandez is undoubtedly going to win in a landslide. He is expected to proclaim his victory within the next hour. Stay tuned for live coverage of his public statement from start to finish.

Prodigal

a. wasteful; too free in giving or spending; abundant

prodigality / prodigally / prod<pro(=forth)+ig(=drive)

I think it took him less than two years to squander away the million dollars he won from the lawsuit. He quit his job and started living a prodigal lifestyle way beyond his means.

Prodigious

a. enormous, surprisingly great; beyond what is ordinary; wonderful

prodigy / prod<pro(=before)+ig<ag(=saying)

In a display of prodigious military might, the Soviets used to parade their military hardware across Red Square every May Day. The photos in world media served as intimidating reminders of the colossal size and strength of the Soviet forces.

Promontory

n. high point of land standing out from the coastline; headland

pro(=forth)+mont/mount(=hill, rise)

We both live there, but he calls it a promontory, and I call a cape. In any case, it stretches out to the sea and that’s why we like it.
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Profuse

a. very plentiful or abundant; lavish or extravagant; giving generously

profusion / profusely / pro(=forth)+fus(=pour)

A profuse welcome can make a person feel a little uncomfortable, so don’t overdo it. Instead of an extravagant welcome, try keeping it simple but sincere.

Proponent

n. person who proposes something

propound / proposition / pro(=forward, forth)+pon(=put)

Surprisingly, two Republicans have stepped forward as proponents of the tax increase. Actively supporting the measure are Senators Bob Knolt of Delaweare and Doris Hinter of Idaho.

Profess

v. make a public declaration of; claim falsely; have something as one’s profession

profession / professionalism / professor / professional / professed / professionally professedly / pro(=forth)+fess(=say)

The students start each morning professing their admiration for the leader of the nation and are encouraged to openly express their faith again in the beginning of each class.

Protrude

v. stick out or project

protrusion /protrusive / pro(=forth)+trud/trus(=thrust)

The stewardess thought for sure the object protruding from under the man’s coat was a gun.

Imagine her embarrassment when security police found the only thing projecting was a banana the man had brought along for lunch.

Provoke

v. make angry; bring about; incite; arouse

provocation / provocative / provoking / pro(=forward, forth)+vok<voc(=call)

Two workers will be prosecuted for inciting the riot at factory No. 5 in which one police officer was killed. Investigators say they went about provoking the otherwise peaceful demonstrators to violence.
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Prognosticate

v. foretell or predict especially from signs or indications

prognosis / prognostication / prognosticator / prognostic / pro(=before)+gno(=know)

You don’t need a crystal ball to prognosticate the outcome of his relationship with this wild woman. It doesn’t take much to foretell they’re going to end up in trouble.

Prolific

a. producing many young or much fruit; turning out many products of the mind; fruitful, abounding

pro(=forth)+l<al(=nourish)

Think the 80’s and 90’s have been a prolific period in the world of computers? You “aren’t seen nothing yet!” The first decade of the 21st century promises to be twice as productive as manufacturers compete for your dollars in an ever-tighter market.

Propensity

n. a natural inclination or tendency

pro(=forth)+pens(=hang, weigh)

The majority of people have a natural predisposition to help out in emergencies like these. I’d call it a sort of innate propensity; we don’t even think about it.

Proffer

v. offer something intangible

n. offer

pr<pro(=forward)+of<ob(=toward)+fer(=carry)

I’ve proffered an apology twice, but they rejected it both times. I can’t force them to forgive me. All I can do is wait a while and try extending my hand again. Maybe time will heal their wounds.

Propitious

a. favorable; well-disposed

pro(=before, forward)+pit<pet(=seek)

At least this time they bothered to reply to my apology. I think that’s propitious. The first time they didn’t even respond. So I’ll take it as a good sign and hope for the best next time.
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Proclivity

n. a natural or habitual tendency, or inclination especially toward something discreditable

pro(=forward)+cliv(=bend)

It’s a myth! My doctor told me so. Having a weakness for chocolate has nothing to do with getting pimples. I admit I fancy chocolate very much, but this proclivity doesn’t cause my acne.

Proscribe

v. forbid someone to do something; put outside the protection of the law; force someone to go away

proscription / pro(=before)+scrib(=write)

The FDA has decided to proscribe the use of Fenatron-E, citing observed adverse side effects. The ban calls for all existing supplies to be pulled and makes it illegal for a doctor to prescribe the drug.

Protégé

n. a person who is under the protection of another

pro(=before)+teg/tect(=cover, hide)

Though he grew up in an orphanage, he was helped and guided by a professor from Columbia University who took him on as his protégé at the age of 12.

Purport

n. general meaning or intention of something said or written

v. mean, imply; claim

pur<pro(=forth)+port(=carry)

Workers removed the billboard-sized painting of Mao for cleaning. At least that’s the purported reason. Some sinologists say this is only a pretext for a campaign to gradually consign the leader to history.

Purview

n. range of operation or activity; range of sight or understanding; the body and scope of an act or bill

pur<pro(=forth)+view(=look)

The constitution places limits on the purview of our police agencies. Though their jurisdiction is extensive, even the long arm of the law is not permitted to reach into a person’s privacy.
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Recede

v. go back from the observer or from an earlier position

recession / recess / recessive / recessional /re(=back)+ced(=go)

Your apprehension will melt away once you’ve sat down and started talking with him. Everybody’s a little anxious before meeting the president, but he has a way of making that recede.

Reimburse

v. pay back; compensate

reimbursement / re(=back)+im<in(=in)+burs(=purse, bag, sack)

If you incur any expenses outside the money we’ve allotted, the company will reimburse you. Just keep a record and we’ll pay you back at the end of the month.

Reminisce

v. think or talk about past events and experiences

reminiscence / reminiscent / re(=back)+min<mon(=remind, remember, warn)

I’m a forward-looking person, so I really hate high school reunions because everybody sits around looking back on the past. Perhaps I’m strange, but I just don’t get into reminiscing.

Replica

v. a reproduction or copy of a work of art, especially a copy by the maker of the original; facsimile

replicate / re(=again)+plic(=fold)

As closely as possible, I want you to make a replica of our headquarters building which we can display in the lobby. Let me know by next Monday’s staff meeting how much the model will cost.

Responsive

a. answering; answering easily or quickly

respond / response / respondent / re(=back)+spons(=answer, promise, pledge)

People who have had a family member suffer from cancer tend to be much more responsive to our advertisement campaign against smoking. Those who have not witnessed the dreadful disease firsthand, are not as receptive.
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Restrict

v. keep within limits; limit

restriction / restrictive / restrain / restraint / restrained / re(=back, intensive)+strict(=tie, draw)

Mr. James will be allowed to enter the country, but his movement will be restricted to a 25-mile radius of New York City. He will wear a monitor on his leg which emits a signal should he disregard the limits.

Revoke

v. repeal, cancel or withdraw a decree, consent, permission, etc.

revocation / revocable / re(=back)+vok(=call, voice)

The owner of Hi-Hi No Lae Bang has had his liquor license revoked for serving beer to high school students. The government has withdrawn over fifty licenses since January in a crackdown on entertainment establishments serving minors.

Recompense

v. reward; make payment to; compensate a loss, injury, etc.

re(=back)+com<con(=with)+pens(=pay)

It’s amazing : pin a medal on a soldier’s chest and he feels fully recompensed for having lost a leg in war. I think I’d expect a large monetary reward in addition to that recognition.

Reinforce

v. make stronger by adding or supplying more men or material

reinforcement / re(=again)+in(=in)+froc(=strong)

Discovery of the black box would reinforce the investigators’ theory that the flight was not off course when it was fired upon. Without it, there’s not much to back them up.

Remnant

v. residue, remainder; length of cloth offered at a reduced price after the greater part has been sold; a trace

re(=again)+mn<man(=stay)

Our cafeteria separates food scraps from the garbage. We then sell these remnants as food to pig farms. Last year, the sale of lunch left-covers earned us $22,483.
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Renovate

v. repair; make new again; put in good condition

renovation / renovator / re(=again)+nov(=new)

Pardon our mess. Please forgive us any inconvenience while we spruce up our store to better serve you. While we’re renovating, take advantage of our Remodeling Sale, with up to 50% discounts throughout the store!

Reputable

a. having a good reputation; respectable

repute / reputation / reputed re(=again)+put(=think)

With heavy equipment from the 1960’s still in use here, Caterpillar Co. is held in high regard in Cambodia. They’re banking on this reputable image to gain the upper hand over Japanese and Korean manufacturers.

Resentment

n. feeling that one has when insulted, ignored, injured, etc.

resent / resentful / re(=again)+sent(=feel)

Charles, I have a bone to pick with you! I really resent the way you treated me in front of the chairmen yesterday.

Resolution

n. fixed determination; formal expression of opinion by a legislative body or a public meeting; solution of a doubt, question, discord, etc.; process of separating into constituents

resolve / resolute / resolvable / resolutely / re(=intensive)+solu<solv(=loosen)

Security Council Resolution 642 gives the UNPROFOR the right to use force if necessary to disarm any and all combatants. The motion comes in response to a series of attacks on food distribution centers.

Retard

v. hinder, delay, or slow the advance or progress of

retardation / re(=back)+tard(=slow, late)

Don’t you know cigarette smoking can retard a teenager’s growth? It’s true-smoking keeps your body busy trying to clean out all the dirty air you’re inhaling, and that inhibits your growth.

LECTURE 131   접두어 RE(RED, REN, R)

Revive

v. come or bring back to consciousness, strength, health or an earlier state; come or bring into use again

revival / revivalist / re(=again)+viv(=live, life)

In the past few years, we’ve seen popular singers reviving old tunes from the 50’s and 60’s. For example, Michael Bolton has remade “When a Man Loves a Woman” and “Sitting on the Dock of the Bay.” The movie “Ghost” breathed new life into “Unchained Melody.”

Recipient

n. person who receives something

a. receiving

re(=back)+cip<cap(=take)

Be sure the addressee’s name is written clearly. If the recipient has a foreign name, please consider using at least one English name in addition.

Recluse

n. person who lives alone and avoids other people

a. shut away from the world

re(=back)+clus(=shut)

That’s Harry Henderson over there. Don’t bother trying to talk with him, he’s a social recluse. We call him a hermit, or Hermit Harry! He dropped out of society a long time ago.

Recourse

n. a turning or seeking for aid, safety, etc.; something turned to for help

re(=back)+cours<curs(=run)

Without our justice system as legal recourse, I guess we’d have to resort to gun fighting like they do in cowboy movies.

Rehabilitate

v. restore someone to former rank, position or reputation; bring back to a state of health; restore old buildings to a good condition

rehabilitation / re(=again)+hab(=have, live)

You know, rehab engines would do just as well. Let’s go to Joe’s Auto Garage and see if he has a few rehabilitated engines. He reconditions them in his spare time.
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Relevant

a. closely connected with what is happening, being discussed, done etc.; to the point

relevance / relevancy / relevantly / re(=again)+lev(=lift, light)

While you’re at the library, how about photocopying some articles relevant to our disquisition? Professor Song likes to see related materials attached to the back of the report.

Residue

n. what remains after a part has been taken away; that part of an estate which is left after all particular bequests, debts, etc. have been settled

residual / residuary / re(=again)+sid(=sit)

Metal shavings were found beneath the window through which the burglars entered. This residue indicates they sawed their way through the protective metal bars.

Retentive

a. having the power of retaining; having a good memory

retain / retention / retainer / re(=back, again)+ten<tain(=hold)

Notice : When using this dye, first try a little on the fabric to test the fabric’s retentive qualities. Some materials hold colors better than others.

Revert

v. to+sth

return to a former state, condition, topic, etc.; return at some named time or under certain conditions to the original owner, the state, etc.

reversion / reversible reversionary / reverse / re(=back)+vert(=turn)

I’ve tried using the word processor to keep my records, but I’m just not accustomed to it. I’m going to go back to doing them by hand. Don’t tell Mr. Handley I’ve reverted though. He spent hours teaching me how to use the computer.

Rejuvenate

v. make or become young or vigorous again in nature or appearance

rejuvenation / re(=again)+juven(=young)

Our minister’s lectures are always uplifting. Every time I go to church, I come back feeling like a new man. His words inspire me and rejuvenate my spirit better than anything else in the world.
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Relentless

a. without pity; cruel; harsh

relentlessly / relent / re(=intensive)+len(=soft)+t(=s, e)+less(=without)

Several people have quit already. I’ve told him if he doesn’t stop his relentless “efficiency campaign,” he’s going to lose his entire staff. He never lets up and people just can’t take it.

Render

v. cause someone or something to be or become; give in return or exchange; present, send in; give a performance of; express in another language; depict

rendition / rendering / ren<re(=back)+der<dit(=give)

Tear gas renders people coughing and choking, and desperate to get out of the area. Even after they’ve cleared out, the chemical leaves them with a burning sensation in their throat, mouth and exposed skin for up to an hour.

Replenish

v. fill up something again; get a new supply of

re(=again)+plen(=fill)

Hey, before we start across the desert, don’t you think it’s a good idea to top off the gasoline tank? And we’d better replenish our water supply too.

Reprieve

v. postponement or remission of punishment, especially by death; delay or respite

v. postpone or delay punishment; give relief for a short time from danger, trouble, etc.

re(=back)+priev<prehend(=take)

The only time I get a break from the kids is while they’re at school. I use the reprieve from their commotion to cuddle up with a good book or take a much deserved nap.

Repugnant

a. distasteful; causing a feeling of dislike or opposition

repugnance / re(=back, against)+pugn(=fight)

Greg’s constant lewd jokes gross me out. He’s so disgusting! He thinks he’s funny and that everybody likes his repugnant stories. I guess some of the guys do, but most of us girls think they’re distasteful.
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Retractable

a. able to take back or withdraw a statement, offer, opinion, etc.; that can be retracted

retract / retraction /retractile / re(=back)+track(=draw)

As long as you say this offer is retractable, how can we seriously consider it? Make us a firm proposal, one that you can’t take back in the middle of our negotiation, and we’ll consider talking to you again.

Revile

v. swear at; abuse

re(=back)+vil(=cheap)

Mr. Jung is going to haul you over the coals when he finds out about this. If you’ve never been reviled by Mr. Jung, you’re in for a shock. He’ll give you a tongue-lashing you’ll never forget.

Receptive

a. quick or ready to receive suggestions, new ideas, etc.

receive / reception / receptionist / receipt / receiver / receivable / received / re(=intensive)+cept(=take)

The mood at the wedding hall was anything but receptive for his uncle, an infamous member of the KKK. If he was expecting us to welcome him with open arms, he was only deluding himself.

Reiterate

v. say or do again several times

reiteration /re(=again)+it(=go)

Let me say it again : We will not be a party to discrimination. If I have to reiterate this until your ears fall off, I will. Have I made myself clear, gentlemen?

Remiss

a. careless of duty

re(=back)+miss(=send)

Deputy Kal Tipton has been relieved for dereliction of duty in connection with the bank robbery. Sheriff Jones, finding him remiss on several other occasions as well, said it was his laxness that allowed the robbers to escape.
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Renegade

n. traitor; person who changes his religious beliefs; person who deserts his political party

a. of or like a renegade

re(=intensive)+neg(=deny)

Juan Montiz, the renegade Senator from the South, is doing surprisingly well in the election. After breaking with the party, his political career as a deserter seemed unlikely.

Renounce

v. consent formally to give up a claim, right, possession, etc.; refuse to acknowledge; disown

re(=back, against)+nounc(=say)

If Zhirinovsky has his way, Russia will take back all the land they renounced when the Soviet Union broke up. “Yeltsin has no right to surrender what is and has always been the Russian people’s,” he was quoted as saying.

Repellent

a. pushing away or driving back; causing distaste, dislike, or aversion

n. any substance used to repel insects

repel / repulse / repulsive / repulsion / re(=back)+pel(=drive)

He’s just one of those guys whose personality drives people away when they first meet him. Once you get to know him you find he’s not trying to be repellent, he’s just naturally that way.

Repose

n. rest, sleep; calmness, quientness

v. lie down to rest; rest in death or a grave; be based on

reposeful / re(=back)+pos(=put)

All of his nude subjects are in repose in stormy weather settings. Their motionless tranquility, contrasted with the wildness of nature’s fury renders a thought-provoking image of man’s fragility.

Reprehensible

a. deserving to be blamed

reprehend / reprehension / re(=back, against)+prehens(=take)

“His perfidious cooperation with our competitor is abominable,” Mr. Litton replied when asked about Brent Cooper. “It’s the most reprehensible thing anyone has done to me.”
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Repress

v. keep down or hold back; put down, suppress

repression / repressive / repressed / re(=back)+press(=press)

Oppressed for over two hundred years, most of the people see this as their best chance to extricate their nation. However, a considerable few say their country is not repressed, and refuse to join in the cause.

Reprisal

n. injury or revenge done in return for an injury, especially by one country to another in a war

re(=back)+pris(=take)

John and Chris have been locked in an escalating tit for tat battle of practical jokes for two months now. At each turn, their reprisals get more and more vicious.

Rescind

v. repeal, annul, or cancel a law, contract, etc.

re(=back, away)+scind(=cut)

Judge Wilson has declared the law unconstitutional and ordered the state of Oregon to rescind it. The legislature can not revoke it until they meet in February, but as far as businesses are concerned, the law is abrogated.

Respite

n. time of relief or rest from toil, suffering, anything unpleasant; postponement or delay permitted in the suffering of or the discharge of an obligation; reprieve

re(=back, away)+spi(=look)

Early morning is the only respite I get from the traffic buzzing by on the busy street below my apartment. It lets up for about four hours, in which time I sleep.

Reticent

a. not saying al that is known or felt; in the habit of saying little

reticence / re(=intensive)+tic<tac(=silent)

Pyong Ho has always been a reserved child, so your comment that he’s too quiet in your class doesn’t surprise me. Please understand that he’s reticent and be extra patient with him.
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Retribution

n. deserved punishment

retributive / re(=again, back)+tribut(=give, pay)

He’ll get his just deserts someday. Everybody does. Sure, he’s high and mighty now, but the people he’s hurting will have their retribution someday. He has it coming.

Recapitulate

v. repeat the chief points of something

recapitulation / re(=again)+cap(=head)

Do we need to recap this for anybody? Hey, listen up. I want to know does anybody want a recapitulation? No? Okay then, let’s skip the summary and go to lunch.

Redoubtable

a. to be feared; formidable

re(=intensive)+doub<dob(=uncertain)

Just over this hill lies the formidable Devil’s Slope. It’s called that because of its terrifying twists and turns. Park officials have put the redoubtable incline off limits, but every year at least one skier dies trying it anyway.

Redundant

a. superfluous; excessive

redundance /redundancy / red<re(=back, again)+und(=wave)

The word “revert” means go back to a former state, right? So to say “revert back” is redundant. “Back” is repetitious. It’s excess. Get rid of it.

Relegate

v. send someone to a lower position or grade; hand over a matter for decision or carrying out

relegation /re(=back)+leg(=send)

An abandoned car, once the pride and joy of a wealthy owner, had been relegated by time to a rat’s nest as it sat there rusting away. A shiver went down my spine as I thought of my own body someday demoted in much the same way.
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Remit

v. send money, etc. by post; forgive; excuse payment of a debt, a punishment, etc.; make or become less; remand

remission / remittance / remittent / re(=back, away)+mit(=send)

You may remit your payment by mail, wire transfer or in person. If you choose to send payment by mail, please be sure to use insured postage only.

Remonstrate

v. say or plead in protest, objection, complaints, etc.

remonstrance / re(=again, against)+monstr(=show)

When I came in, my wife was on the phone vehemently raising objections to the changed bus route. I pulled out the video camera and secretly taped her as she remonstrated some poor public official. It was so amusing that I sent it off to Funniest Videos.

Reprove

v. find fault with; say sharp words to

reproof / re(=again)+prov(=test)

Of course the first thing Johnson did was to call the employee’s manager on the carpet. He reproved him for not letting him know about Ms. Smith’s lawsiot against the company.

Repudiate

v. say that one will have nothing more to do with; refuse to accept or acknowledge; refuse to pay an obligation or debt

repudiation / re(=back, away)+pud(=ashamed)

Movie Review : MY LIFE-Dan Akroid is a man dying of cancer who must come to grips with his family in Detroit whom he has repudiated since childhood. In the process, he learns that in disclaiming his background, he has closed the door on himself as well.

Requisite

n. thing needed or required by circumstances or for success

a. necessary

require / requirement / requisition / re(=intensive, again)+quisit(=ask)

Knowledge of computers is a must for almost any office job. Just ten years age. Computer literacy was a requisite only for managers and certain data clerks.
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Resilient

a. bouncing or springing back into shape, position, etc. after being stretched, bent or compressed; buoyant in disposition

resilience / resiliency / re(=back)+sil<sal(=leap)

“Of course defeat dampens our team spirit,” replied the South Korean coach, “but we’re resilient. Our buoyant team spirit rebounds quickly.”

Restitution

n. a giving back to the rightful owner of something that has been lost or taken away; a making good for loss or damage

re(=back, again)+stit(=stand)

Call it restitution if you want, but I really don’t think I owe you any kind of redress. I haven’t injured you in any way. I’m offering you this money as a friend. If you want to see it as atonement, well, that’s up to you.

Retrench

v. cut down expenses; make economies

retrenchment / re(=back)+trench(=cut)

Until I get my job back, I’m afraid we’re going to have to retrench a little. It may be a few months, so let’s all tighten our belts and hope for the best. That includes you too Jae Ho-you’ve got to curtail your visits to the Orakshil!

Recant

v. withdraw or renounce beliefs, statement, etc. in a formal or public manner

recantation / re(=back, away)+cant(=sing)

I’m going to make him eat his words! Not just to me. Oh no, it won’t be that easy. I’m going to make him recant his maledictions in front of the whole assembly.

Reconnaissance

n. an exploratory survey or examination as in seeking out information or as in making a preliminary geological or engineering survey

reconnoiter / re(=again)+con(=thoroughly)+n<gn<gno(=know)

The reconnaissance team is ready, Sir. Every soldier knows exactly what we are to check out. We will contact you by FM radio as soon as our exploration is completed.
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Recrimination

n. accusation made in return for one already make; countercharge

recriminate / recriminatory / re(=again, back)+crimin(=crime)

It was amusing to watch the fingerpointing that ensued after the missed goal. They definitely weren’t a team yet. A team takes the fault together; individuals recriminate one another.

Recumbent

a. lying down; idle

re(=back)+cumb(=lie)

Kicked back against the old tree in the backyard reading a book is the way I remember my sister. She always looked so peaceful, recumbent in the shade of the oak’s great branches.

Redolent

a. having a strong smell; reminiscent

redolence / red<re(=intensive)+ol(=smell)

Our office has become a battleground of redolent perfumes as each female clerk tries to outdo the other with the latest fragrant concoctions.

Refulgent

a. shining, brilliant

refulgence / re(=intensive)+fulg(=shine)

Shining radiantly into my room each morning, the refulgent sunlight is far brighter than my fluorescent lamp. At its peak, it’s almost blinding.

Replete

a. well-filled or plentifully supplied; stuffed with food and drink; gorged

repletion / re(=intensive)+plet(=fill)

“I like to say they are well stocked with thrills,” said Clancy when asked to describe his military adventure books. “The people I write for want a story replete with captivating, life-or-death situations.”
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Rapport

n. a close or sympathetic relationship; agreement

r<re(=again)+ap<ad(=near)+port(=carry)

You know, since I took that camping trip with his family, Bob and I have had a sort of rapport. We weren’t the least bit congenial before that, but now I’d say we’re pretty much on the same wavelength.

Refractory

a. resisting control, discipline, etc.; not yielding to treatment; hard to melt, fuse or work

re(=again)+fract(=break)

I blame all of this anti-authority sentiment we’re witnessing among our kids these day, on the music and movie industries. Both glorify refractory behavior. There’s even a song titled “I Fight Authority.”

Remand

v. send a prisoner or accused person back into custody, as to await trial or further investigation; send a case back to a lower court for additional proceedings

n. remanding or being remanded

re(=back)+mand(=order)

Corton was remanded into the custody of the county jail without the possibility of bail, until further hearings. The judge ordered him to appear at a later date “yet to be determined.”

Repartee

n. a quick, witty reply; skill in making witty replies

re(=back)+part(=part)

I’m not very good at repartee. I’m not saying I can’t come up with some spirited retort. I can, but only of given an hour or so to think about it! Making snappy comebacks is not one of my strong suits.

Resplendent

a. very bright; splendid

resplendence / resplendency / re(=intensive)+splend(=shine)

The resplendent beauty of the women of the Ms. Universe pageant always draws a huge TV audience, but ever the world’s most gorgeous women can’t top The world Cup in viewership.
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Submissive

a. yielding to the control or authority of another; meek

submit / submission / sub(=under)+miss(=send)

Don’t worry about Carl, he’ll do whatever I tell him to do. He’s like  putty in my hands. I’ve got him on a string. I don’t know why he’s submissive, he’s twice as big as me, but he is.

Subordinate

a. inferior to or placed below another in rank, power, importance, etc.

n. person in a subordinate position

v. place in a subordinate position

subordination / subordinative / sub(=under)+ordin(=order)

In times of extreme exigency, emotions like jealousy or pride become subordinate to the need to survive. Unfortunately, compassion also takes a back seat to the animal instinct of self-preservation.

Subsequent

a. coming after; following in time, place, or order

subsequently / subsequence / sub(=under)+suequ(=follow)

We were prepared for the fire that broke out in the oil reserve tank, but not the subsequent shortage of fuel. Nobody had though about what would come after such an accident.

Suffrage

n. franchise, fight of voting in political elections; vote, consent expressed by voting

suffragette / suf<sub(=under)+frag(=break, loud applause)

Americans are negligent with their right of suffrage. For as much as they talk about democracy, it’s appalling that less than 40% of their eligible voters actually go to the polls.

Supplement

v. sth+with+sth

make up for a lack or deficiency

n. something added

supplementary / sup<sub(=under)+ple(=fill)

Mother supplemented the lamyon with an egg and some vegetables. Thus fortified, what was a basic bowl of noodles with questionable nutritional value, became a wholesome and tasty main course.
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Substantial

a. virtual; having physical existence; essential; solidly or strongly built or made; large; ample; considerable; well-to-do

substantiate / substance / substantive / sub(=under)+st(=stand)

All you have is the testimony of two questionable witnesses. I’m sorry, but without something more substantial, we’ll never get a jury to convict him. You’ve got to come up with something material, some physical piece of evidence.

Sustain

v. keep from falling or sinking; keep up; maintain; suffer, undergo; support; uphold; admit

sustenance / sus<sub(=under)+tain(=hold)

Action Quebec is sustained primarily by the donations of its boasted sixty-thousand plus members. It is also kept alive by the French League of Canada, which funds the organization’s administrative costs.

Subjugate

v. bring under control or subjection; conquer

subjugation / sub(=under)+jug(=bind, join)

Our intellect is capable of repressing bad aspects of our human nature. For example, we all have feelings of racism, but we subjugate them because we know they’re not right.

Succumb

v. to+sth

give way to; yield to temptation, flattery, etc.; die

suc<sub(=under)+cumb(=lean, lie)

After fighting leukemia all his life, Alan Peters has succumbed to the disease at the age of 34. Peters died in his home over the weekend surrounded by family and friends.

Supplant

v. take the place of; take the place of someone, especially after getting him out of office

supplanter / sup<sub(=under, in place of)+plant(=plant)

Fashion is a never-ending cycle : today’s styles are supplanted by fashions that were popular years before, which are later pushed aside by the styles they replaced!
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Successive

a. coming one after the other in an uninterrupted sequence

succeed / succession / successor / success / successful / suc<sub(=under)+cess(=go)

In Suk has been the top honor student for six successive semesters at his university in Auckland. Only one other student in the history of the school has ever had the honor six times, but not consecutively like him.

Suppress

v. put an end to the activity or existence of; prevent from being known or seen

suppression / suppressor / suppressive / sup<sub(=under)+press(=press)

In an effort to suppress the smuggling of imported items, police have been cracking down on so-called “ghost markets” in Seoul, Pusan and Taegu, where most of the illicit items are sold at inflated prices.

Subservient

a. useful as a means to a purpose; giving too much respect to

subserve / subservience / sub(=under)+serv(=serve)

It’s amazing how fatherhood has changed Bob. He used to be subservient to anybody senior to him. You know-a sort of yes-man. But since his baby was born, I’ve noticed a degree of assertiveness in him.

Subsidiary

a. serving as a help or support but not of first importance

n. subsidiary company

subsidize / subsidy / sub(=under)+sid(=sit)

Do you really need all of these subsidiary research reports? If I were you, I’d get rid of the adjunct material and only present them with the main parts of the proposal.

Succinct

a. terse; expressed briefly and clearly

succinctness / succinctly / suc<sub(=under, precisely)+cinct(=gird, hind)

In a nutshell, they’re opposed to our plan because they weren’t involved in the decision-making. That’s the succinct version. If you have the time, I’ll give you a full report.
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Supplicate

v. make a humble petition to someone

supplication / supplicant / sup<sub(=under)+plic(=fold)

“I beseech you,” said the once proud member of the royal family, who never would have imagined himself supplicating a lowly state official for a place to live.

Supposition

n. supposing; guess; hypothesis

suppose / supposed / supposedly / supposing / sup<sub(=under)+pos(=put)

My supposition is not completely unfounded. I’d call it an informed guess or educated guess. Mr. Daly’s conjecture on the other hand is groundless. I’d call his idea a wild guess.

Surreptitious

a. done, got, made, etc. in a secret, stealthy way; clandestine

sup<sub(=under)+rep<rap(=take)

Don’t get too trusting of Carl-he’s a surreptitious backstabber. Don’t ever think he’s your friend. If he can gain by depreciating you, he’ll use insinuation and other clandestine ways he can think of to bring you down.

Susceptible

a. easily influenced; impressionable; sensitive; allowing; capable of

susceptibility / sus<sub(=under, intensive)+cept(=take)

“Children are especially susceptible to false advertising,” argued Mary Tanner, an advocate of restricting advertisements during children show. “They’re easily influenced by the sensational claims that adults just pay no attention to.”

Subsist

v. on+sth

remain in existence; continue to be; live; maintain life

subsistence / sub(=under)+sist(=stand)

His book, titled “How to Get By on $10 a Day in Mexico,” shows prospective backpackers all the crafty ways to subsist on a shoestring budget he devised while touring Mexico for two years.
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Supersede

v. take the place of; put or use someone or something in the place of

supersession / super(=over)+sed(=sit)

If Acio software Ltd. Has its way, Acio-7.0 will supersede MS-DOS as the predominant database by 1998. “It’s an irreversible trend,” says Mike Doble, Regional Acio Sales Director. “We’ll replace them because we’re better.”

Surplus

n. amount that remains after needs have been supplied; excess of receipts over expenditure

a. exceeding what is needed or used

sur(=over)+plu(=more)

One rule of the tailoring business is to keep surplus cuttings to a bare minimum. Remnants, the extra pieces that are left over after cutting the material for clothing, represent waste and loss.

Surmount

v. overcome difficulties or obstacles; have on or over the top

surmountable / insurmountable / sur(=over)+mount(=hill, rise)

Doubting they could ever surmount the precipice, Woo Jin and Ki Hong opted to go around it. Young Do and three others chose to climb over the incline and scaled it in less than an hour.

Insuperable

a. insurmountable; that cannot be overcome

in(=not)+super(=over)

I just think it’s best we give up trying. It’s an impossible situation. Putting more money into this would be a wasted. It’s insuperable. I say let’s cut our losses now and move on.

Supercilious

a. showing contemptuous indifference

super(=above)+cili(=eyelid)

If you’re going to get on your high horse every time I disagree, I don’t want to work with you. I respect your years of study and experience, but I can’t accept your supercilious manner.
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Superficial

a. of or on the surface only; not thorough or profound

superficiality / super(=above, over)+fic(=make, do)

Shallow emotions are often compensated for by excessive gift-giving. So I’m not impressed by your boyfriend’s presents. He’ll have to show me something more than superficial expressions of love before I accept him into our family.

Surfeit

n. too much of anything, especially food and drink

v. (cause to) take too much of anything

sur(=over, excessive)+feit(=do, make)

“That’s all I can stand, I can stand no more!” Popeye would exclaim once he had had his surfeit of Brutus’ attacks. Out would come the spinach and, well, you know what happened then!

Surmise

v. conjecture

n. guess

sur(=over)+mis(=send)

I understand enough of the language that I can usually surmise the purport of a conversation in Swahili, I infer a lot from the way the speakers are gesticulating and the tone of their voice.

Surveillance

n. close watch kept on persons suspected of wrongdoing, etc.; supervision

survey / surveying / surveyor / sur(=over)+vei(=look)

Without allowing the IAEA to replace film and batteries in the surveillance cameras, the continuity of inspections will be broken, The cameras keep a watch on operations in the nuclear facilities much the way a cop stakes out a suspicious home.

Supervene

v. come or happen as a change from or interruption of a condition or process

super(=over)+ven(=come)

He told me something supervened his coming to the party last night. He didn’t specify what-just said “Something came up.”
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Transform

v. change the appearance, quality or nature of

transformation / transformer / transformable / trans(=across)+form(=form)

Caterpillars change markedly after entering their cocoon. From pernicious scavengers, they transform into beautiful butterflies that subsist only on the nectar of flowers.

Transgress

v. go beyond a limit or bound; break a law, treaty, or agreement

transgression / transgressor / trans(=over, across)+gress(=go)

We have always countenanced slight transgressions of our privacy just to be neighborly, but your incessant inquiry onto our financial situation is really going to far.

Transmit

v. send; pass on news, information, etc.; permit light, heat, electricity, etc. to pass through; hand down something from parents to children

transmission / transmitter / trans(=over, across)+mit(=send)

With minutes of the tsunami, a HAM radio operator living on the island began transmitting damage assessments and urgent appeals for emergency relief. He was on the air for less than an hour when the second tidal wave hit and his signal went dead.

Transparent

a. allowing light to pass through; about which there can be no mistake or doubt

transparency / transparence / trans(=through, across)+par(=stride, step)

That mirror above the cashier’s desk is actually transparent. From the other side, you can see fight through it. They’ve got a security camera hidden there.

Trespass

v. on+sth

go on to privately owned land; infringe on; sin

n. an encroachment or intrusion; a moral offense

trespasser / tres<trans(=over, across)+pass(=stride, step)

It’ not enough to only say you’re sorry for your trespasses. To be forgiven you have to resolve to never commit an offense again.
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Transition

n. a passing from one condition, period, form, stage, activity, place, etc. to another

trans(=over)+it(=go)

We’ve been using copper wire for telephone lines, but now we are switching over to fiber optics to meet the demands for ultra-speed data transfer. There will not be interruptions in service during the transition.

Tranquility

n. the state of freeing from disturbance or agitation, calmness

tranquil / tranquilizer / tranquilize / tran<trans(=intensive)+qui(=quiet, rest)

The usual concord of our office was interrupted temporarily by the argument, but within minutes everything was calm again and I was bored by the utter tranquility of the place once more.

Transpire

v. become public or come to be known

give off moisture or pass off vapor

transpiration / tran<trans(=through)+spir(=breathe)

Despite the Senator’s efforts to keep news of the incident from getting out, within hours enough bits and pieces had transpired to make it the headline on every evening news program.

Transcend

v. go beyond

transcendent / transcendental / transcendence / transcendency / tran<trans(=over, beyond)+scend(=climb)

“Words are beyond me,” said astronaut Tim Howe when asked what it was like to look at Earth from the moon. “Really, it transcends description.”

Transcribe

v. copy; make a recording of something for broadcasting; arrange music for an instrument, voice, etc.

transcript / transcription / tran<trans(=across)+scrib(=write)

Hey Jack, do you think you could transcribe this piano music to guitar for me? I’d do it myself, but I’ve never rewritten music for another instrument. Maybe you could teach me.
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Transient

a. lasting for a short time only; ephemeral

n. guest who is not a permanent resident

trans(=over)+i<it(=go)

Police Chief Denny has a particular disliking for transient businessmen that stems from the time he was rip-offed by a fly-by-night renovation company.

Transmute

v. change the shape, nature or substance of

transmutation / transmutable / trans(=intensive)+mut(=change)

What a metamorphosis! Is this the same shy, awkward Charles whom we all went to school with? My God, he certainly has changed. I wonder what transmuted his character so drastically?

Travesty

n. any treatment that makes a serious work seem ridiculous; imitation or description of something that is unlike and inferior to the real thing; distortion

v. make or be a travesty of

tra<trnas(=over, across)+vest(=dress)

Audiences have an insatiable appetite for parody and “Weird Al” Yankovich’s travesties of current pop hits give them just what they want. Exaggerated and often grotesque, his imitations sell almost as well as the originals.

Intransigent

a. uncompromising, especially in politics

n. a person who is intransigent

intransigence / in(=not)+trans(=across)+ig(=drive)

Grandpa has fixed ideas on dating, so it won’t do any good to talk to him about having your girlfriend over for dinner. He’s too old to change his ways. Maybe someday you’ll be an intransigent old man yourself.

Traduce

v. say untrue or malicious things about; slander

traducer / tra<trans(=over, across)+duc(=lead)

With invectives that would make even a hardened criminal blush, Mr. Cross traduces his wife day in and day out. I’ve met her and just can’t believe all the bad things he says about the woman.

접두어를 통한 어휘 확장

1. A-

Adrift

ad/a. not under control and driven by wind and water; afloat; loose

The small boat went adrift during the night.

Adroit

a. clever, skillful, ingenious or resourceful when dealing with problems

The adroit artist finished the portrait quickly.

Aghast

a. filled with fear and surprise

She was aghast at the sudden attack.

Ajar

a. slightly open

Because the front door was ajar, the cat walked calmly into the living room.

Alight

v. get down from a horse, bus, etc.; come down from the air and settle

a. on fire; lighted up

As we sat at the side of the lake, we enjoyed watching the wild geese alight on the surface of the water.

Aloof

Ad. apart

a. cool

He remained aloof from their quarrel.

Amass

v. collect; pile or heap up

He would later amass a fortune from the small investment.

Askance

Ad. with suspicion

The old woman looked askance at their short shirts.

Askew

Ad. out of the straight or usual level position

The jostling of the crowd knocked his hat askew.

2. AMBI, AMPHI-

Ambiguity

n. state of being obscure; expression, etc. that can have more than one meaning

amb<ambi(=around), ig(=drive)

Ambiguity resulted from the extreme brevity of the message.

Ambition

a. strong desire to be or to do something

amb<ambi(=around), it(=go)

Ambition must be made to counteract ambition.

Ambitious

a. full of ambition; showing or needing ambition

amb<ambi(=around), it(=go)

Ambitious people work hard.

Ambivalence

n. the stated of having either or both of two contrary or similar values, meanings, etc.

ambi(=both), val(=worth, strength)

The atrocity shook him out of his ambivalence.

Ambivert

n. person who has elements of both introversion and extroversion

ambi(=both), vert(=turn)

The ambivert is comfortable alone and in a group.

Amphibian

n. animal able to live both on land and in water; flat-bottomed vehicle able to move in water and land

ambi(=both), bi(o)(=life)

Frogs are classified as amphibian.

Amphitheater

v. round or oval unroofed building with rows of seats rising behind and above each other round an open space used for public games and amusements; rows of seats similarly arranged in a half-circle in a theater

amphi(=both), thea(=look), ter(=place where)

The spectators in the amphitheater cheered the gladiators.

Amphora

n. two-handled jar, used in ancient Greece and Rome for holding wine or oil

am<amphi(=both), phor(=carry)

Amphora has been found wherever Greek commerce extended.

3. ANA-

Anabolism

n. assimilation

ana(=up), bol(=throw)

The transformation of food into living tissue is an example of anabolism.

Anachronism

n. mistake in dating something; something out of date mow or in a description of past events

ana(=back), chron(=time, age)

Slavery is a sheer anachronism in the modern age.

Anagram

n. word made by changing the order of the letters in another word

ana(=back), gram(=write)

“Ulatf” is an anagram for ”fault”.

Analeptic

a. restorative

n. an analeptic drug

ana(=intensive), lep(=take)

The Chinese emperors were known to have eaten everything if it was analeptic.

Analogous

a. similar or parallel

ana(=again), log(=speech)

A bird’s wing is analogous to a plane’s wing.

Analytic

a. of analysis or analytics; skilled in or using analysis

ana(=intensive), lyt(=loose, free)

She is a keenly analytic mathematician.

Analyze

v. examine something in order to learn what it is made up of; split up a sentence into its grammatical parts

ana(=intensive), lyz(=loose, free)

The laboratory analyzed the rock samples.

Anathema

n. formal declaration of the church, excommunicating somebody or condemning something as evil

ana(=up), them(=put)

The church pronounced anathema against the willful heretic.

Anatomy

n. science of the structure of animal bodies

ana(=intensive), tom(=cut)

The coroner performed a partial anatomy on the corpse.

4. ANTE-

Antebellum

a. before the war, before the American civil war

ante(=before), bell(=war)

Many beautiful antebellum mansions still stand in the South.

Antecedent

a. previous

n. preceding event or circumstance; ancestors; noun, clause or sentence, to which a following pronoun or adverb refers

ante(=before), ced(=go)

They knew nothing of the stranger’s antecedents.

Antedate

v. come before in time; put a date on a letter, document, etc. earlier than the true one

ante(=before), dat(=give)

The American Revolution antedates the French Revolution by 14 years.

Antediluvian

a. of the time before the Flood; old fashioned; out of date

n. old-fashioned person

ante(=before), di(=away), lu(=wash)

Noah was an antediluvian patriarch.

Anteroom

n. antechamber; waiting-room

ante(=before)

The messenger cooled his heels in the anteroom.

Anticipate

v. expect

ant<ante(=before), cip(=take)

We anticipated good weather for the trip.

Antiquated

a. obsolete, out of date, having old-fashioned ideas and ways

ant<ante(=before), iqu(=having the quality of)

They tried to repeal the antiquated law.

Antique

n. material of a past period

a. belonging to the distant past, existing since old times, in the style of past times

ant<ante(=before), iqu(=having the quality of)

She collects colonial antiques.

Antiquity

n. old times, especially before the Middle Ages; great age; building, ruins, works of art, remaining from ancient times

ant<ante(=before), iqu(=having the quality of)

The custom originated in antiquity.

5. ANTI-

Antagonist

n. person struggling against another; opponent

ant<anti(=against), agon(=struggle)

Great Britain was our antagonist in the war of 1812.

Antagonize

v. make an enemy of somebody; irritate into conflict

ant<anti(=against), agon(=struggle)

She began to antagonize the other players with her arrogance.

Anthem

n. a religious choral song usually based on words from the Bible; a song of praise or devotion, as to a nation, college, etc.

ant<anti(=against), hem<phem(=voice)

The band played the national anthem.

Antibiotic

n./a. (substance) produced by modules and bacteria; capable of destroying or preventing the growth of bacteria

anti(=against), bio(=life)

Penicillin is an antibiotic.

Antibody

n. substance formed in the blood tending to inhibit or destroy harmful bacteria, etc.

anti(=against)

The body generates antibodies to combat harmful microorganisms.

Anticlimax

n. sudden fall from something noble, serious, important, sensible, etc.; descent that contrasts with a previous rise

anti(=against), clim(=ladder)

Their reunion was an anticlimax to the tragedy.

Antidote

n. a remedy to counteract a poison; anything that works against an evil or unwanted condition

anti(=against), dot(=give)

The child was given an antidote for the snake bite.

Antifreeze

n. substance added to another liquid to lower its freezing point

anti(=against)

Antifreeze is out in water to stop it from freezing in very cold weather.

Antipodes

n. place on the opposite of the earth

anti(=against), pod(=foot)

The North Pole and the South Pole are antipodes.

Antiseptic

n./a. (chemical substance) preventing infection

anti(=against), sept(=rotten)

He bathed the wound with an antiseptic.

Antisocial

a. opposed to social laws or to organized societies

anti(=against), soci(=companion)

The antisocial man avoids parties.

Antithesis

n. contrast, direct opposite

anti(=against), thes(=put)

He discussed the antithesis of love and hate.

Antonym

n. opposite <-> synonym

anti(=against), onym(=word, name)

“Life” is the antonym of ”death”.

6. APO-

Aphorism

n. short, wise saying; maxim

ap<apo(=away from), hor(=bound)

She embroidered the aphorism on a sampler.

Apocalypse

n. revelation, especially of knowledge from God

ap<apo(=away from), calyps(=cover)

The Apocalypse is the subject of the Book of Revelation.

Apocryphal

a. relating to the Apocryphal; not genuine

apo(=away from), cryph<crypt(=hidden)

Many tales of the old West are apocryphal.

Apogee

n. the point in the orbit of a heavenly body farthest from the earth;

the highest point of power or success

apo(=away from), ge<geo(=earth)

Ronald Reagan reached an apogee of his political career when he was inaugurated as the President of the United States.

Apologue

n. fable; a short allegorical story with a moral

apo(=away from), log(=speech)

Aesop’s Fables are classic example of the apologue.

Apology

n. statement of regret; explanation of defense

apo(=away from), log(=speech)

I owe you an apology.

Apoplexy

n. sudden loss of consciousness; a stroke

apo(=away from), plex(=strike)

Apoplexy is a serious disease.

Apostate

n. one who abandons his faith

apo(=away from), st(a)(=stand)

He became an apostate when he left the Church.

Apostle

n. the disciples of Jesus; leader or teacher of reform, a new faith, or movement

apo(=away from), stle(=send)

The Apostles spread christ’s message to the world.

Apostrophe

n. mark used to indicate the omitting of a letter

apo(=away from), stroph(=turn)

When you write a letter, be sure to pay attention to comma, apostrophe, etc.

Apothecary

n. person who prepares and sells medicines and medical goods

apo(=away from), thec(=case)

The apothecary filled the doctors prescription.

Apothegm

n. short, pointed or forceful saying

apo(=away from), thegm(=cry out, utter)

We groaned at the familiar apothegm.

Apotheosis

n. deification, release from earthly life

apo(=away from), theo(=God)

Some tyrants believed that they had apotheosis during medieval age.

7. AUTO-

Authentic

a. genuine <-> fictitious; reliable

aut<auto(=self), hen(=prepare, achieve)

You cannot contest the authentic will.

Authenticate

v. prove to be genuine; prove beyond doubt, the origin, authorship, etc.

aut<auto(=self), hen(=prepare, achieve)

The curator will authenticate the painting.

Authoritative

a. having authority; commanding

aut<auto(=self), hor(=bound, define)

They resented his dogmatic and authoritative manner.

Authority

n. right to give orders and make others obey; right given to someone; a government agency that administers a project

aut<auto(=self), hor(=bound, define)

No one questioned the King’s authority.

Authorize

v. give authority for; give authority to

aut<auto(=self), hor(=bound, define)

The governor authorized the emergency fund.

Autobiography

n. story of a person’s life written by himself

auto(=self), bio(=life), graph(=write)

The president began his autobiography.

Autocracy

n. government by a ruler who has unlimited power

auto(=self), cracy(=government, govern)

Government under the czars was autocracy.

Autocrat

n. ruler with unlimited power

auto(=self), crat(=government, govern)

The nobles tried to limit the powers of the autocrat.

Autograph

n. person’s handwriting, especially his signature

auto(=self), graph(=write)

The baseball star wrote his autograph for an admirer who came up to him with a pencil and scorecard.

Automatic

a. self-acting; done without thought

auto(=self), mat(=move)

Criticism often triggers an automatic defensiveness.

Automaton

n. person who appears to act involuntarily or without active intelligence; robot

auto(=self), mat(=move)

The monotony of his work has made him an automaton.

Autonomous

a. self-governing; free

auto(=self), nom(=law)

A federal system makes provision for local government with considerable autonomous authority.

Autonomy

n. self-governing; freedom

auto(=self), nom(=law)

The manager wanted greater autonomy for his department.

Autopsy

n. postmortem examination of a body; personal inspection

aut<auto(=self), op(=eye)

The autopsy revealed death by poisoning.

8. BE-

Befall

v. happen or occur

Illness can befall anyone.

Beguile

v. cheat, amuse

He beguiled her into a false sense of security.

Behead

v. cut off the head of

In the end, they decided to behead Charles I.

Behold

v. take notice

He was forced to behold the execution.

Belabor

v. beat hard or give hard blows to

He chose not to belabor the argument.

Belated

a. coming very late

She received a belated birthday card

Belie

v. give a wrong or untrue idea of; fail to justify or be equal to what is hoped for or promised

Her behavior belied her story.

Belittle

v. cause to seem unimportant or of small value

She tried to belittle her boss.

Bequeath

v. arrange to give property, etc. to somebody at death; hand down

He wanted to bequeath everything to his son.

Bequest

n. bequeathing; something bequeathed

The generous bequest paid for her education.

Berate

v. scold sharply

He began to berate the truants.

Bereave

v. rob; leave sad by taking away

Illness bereaved the family of their father.

Bereft

a. deprived

Divorce left him bereft of family or home.

Beseech

v. ask earnestly or urgently

He beseeched forgiveness for his folly.

Beset

v. close in on all sides

The garrison was beset by the enemy.

Betray

v. act deceitfully towards, be disloyal to, reveal

He set out to betray the candidate.

Betroth

v. engage a woman in contract of marriage

The couple was betrothed and planned to marry during the summer.

Beware

v. be on guard; take care

The rescue unit had to beware of the fallen wire.

Bewilder

v. puzzle, confuse

They tried not to bewilder the frightened dog.

Bewitch

v. work magic on; enchant

She could bewitch with her smile.

9, BENE-, BON-

Benediction

n. blessing <-> malediction; mercy

bene(=good), dict(=say)

The priest offered the benediction.

Benefactor

n. person who has given financial help to a school, hospital, or charitable institution

bene(=good), fic(=do, make)

The benefactor was generous to the school.

Beneficence

Doing good; active kindness

Bene(=good), fic(=do, make)

The survivors needed the church’s beneficence.

Beneficiary

n. person who receives a benefit

bene(=good), fic(=do, make)

She was sole beneficiary of the estate.

Benefit

n. profit, help; allowance of money of which a person is entitled as a citizen or as a member of an insurance, society, etc.

v. do good to; receive benefit from

bene(=good), fit(=do, make)

Proceeds of the benefit go to the orphanage. The money was intended to benefit the children.

Benevolence

v. wish to do good; activity in doing good

bene(=good), vol(=will, wish)

Her benevolence enabled the camp to reopen.

Benign

a. kind, gentle; mild; not dangerous

bene(=good), gn<gen(=birth)

The red evening sky was a benign omen.

Bona fide

a./ad. sincere(ly); genuine(ly); in good faith

bon(=good), fid(=trust)

She made a bona fide effort to please them.

Bonanza

n. an unusually rich vein of a gold mine or an oil-well; run of luck

bon(=good)

The dividend was an unexpected bonanza.

Bountiful

a. bounteous, generous, abundant

boun<bon(=good)

It was a bountiful harvest.

Bounty

n. generosity; something given out of kindness to the poor; reward or payment offered by a government to encourage somebody to do something

boun<bon(=good)

His bounty included a large turkey.

10. BI-

Bicameral

a. having two legislative chambers

bi(=two), came(=chamber)

Our legislature is bicameral; it consists of the House of representatives and the Senate.

Biennial

a. occurring every two years

n. plant that lives two years

bi(=two), enn(=year)

The biennial pansy flowered in the second year.

Bifocal

a. adjusted to two different focal lengths; designed for both near and distant vision

bi(=two), foc(=focus)

He peered through the bifocal lenses.

Bifurcate

v. divide into two branches

a. two-forked

bi(=two), furc(=fork)

With a bifurcated branches and a piece of elastic rubber, he made a crude but effective slingshot.

Bigamist

n. person who has two wives or husbands living

bi(=two), gam(=marriage)

His wives accused the bigamist.

Bigamy

n. having two wives or husbands

bi(=two), gam(=marriage)

His weakness led to bigamy.

Bilateral

a. having two sides; affecting both sides equally; reciprocal

bi(=two), later(=side)

The bilateral treaty was a relief.

Bilingual

a. speaking two languages well; written in two languages

bi(=two), lingu(=tongue)

The bilingual teacher helped the student.

Bimonthly

a. occurring every two months

bi(=two), mon(=moon)

We received only six bills a year because we are billed on a bimonthly basls.

Binocular

n. field-glasses

bin<bi(=two), ocul(=eye)

He used the binoculars for bird watching.

Bipartisan

a. representing two political parties; supported by two opposed parties

bi(=two), part(=part)

Our foreign policy is bipartisan since it represents the view of both major political parties.

Biped

n. two-footed animal

bi(=two), ped(=foot)

Man is featherless biped.

Biplane

n. aircraft with two pairs of wings

bi(=two)

The biplane is an antique.

Bisect

v. cut or divide into two parts

bi(=two), sect(=cut)

They plan to bisect the field with trees.

Bivalve

n. mollusk with a hinged double shell, eg, an oyster, a mussel, a clam

bi(=two), valv(=folding door)

The clam is a common bivalve.

11. CATA-

Cataclysm

n. sudden and violent change

cata(=completely), clysm(=wash)

A cataclysm such as the French Revolution affects all countries.

Catalogue

n. lists of names set down

cata(=completely), log(=speech)

Let’s make catalogue of our products.

Catalyst

n. a combination which starts a reaction

cata(=completely), lya(=loose)

Many chemical reactions cannot take place without the presence of a catalyst.

Catapult

n. an ancient apparatus for hurling stones

cata(=away), pult(=toss, hurl)

A catapult was used in ancient wars.

Cataract

n. a large waterfall; a clouding of the lens of the eye

cata(=down), ract(=break)

In the woods there was a cataract.

Catastrophe

n. a moment of tragedy

cata(=completely), stroph(=turn)

The Johnstown flood was a catastrophe.

Catharsis

n. outlet for strong emotion; emptying of the bowels

cat<cata(=completely, away), hare(=pure)

Aristotle maintained that tragedy created a catharsis by purging the soul of base concepts.

Cathedral

n. chief church in a diocese, in which is the bishop’s throne, under the charge of a dean

cat<cata(=completely), hedra(=seat)

He saw one of the oldest cathedrals in Paris.

Catholic

a. universal; broad-minded; including many or most things

cat<cata(=completely), hol(=whole)

He was extremely catholic in his reading tastes.

12. CENT-

Centenarian

n./a. (person who is) 100 or more years old

cent(=hundred), en<enn(=year)

They celebrated the centenarian’s birthday with a party.

Centennial

n./a. 100th anniversary; having period of 100 years

cent(=hundred), enn(=year)

The U.S centennial was celebrated in 1876.

Centigrade

a. in or of the temperature scale that has 100 degrees between the freezing-point and the boiling-point of water

cent(=hundred), grad(=degree)

Most people find 22° centigrade a comfortable room temperature.

Centipede

n. small insect like crawling creature with a long, thin body, numerous joints and a pair of feet at each joint

cent(=hundred), ped(=foot)

Tropical centipedes can be very poisonous.

Centurion

n. leader of a unit of 100 soldiers

cent(=hundred)

Gaius Claudius, the centurion, ordered his men to break camp at dawn.

13. CIRCUM-

Circlet

n. round band of gold or flowers worn as an ornament on the head, neck or arm; ring

circ(=around)

This tiny circlet is very costly because it is set with precious stones.

Circuit

n. circular journey, detour; closed path for an electrical current

circ(=around), it(=go)

The circuit of the city walls is three miles.

Circulate

v. go around continuously; diffuse

circ(=around), lat(=carry)

In times of prosperity money circulates quickly, but during a depression it circulates slowly.

Circumference

n. perimeter

circ(=around), fer(=carry)

The belt highway was built on the circumference of the city.

Circumlocution

n. roundabout way of speaking; roundabout expression

circ(=around), locut(=say)

The circumlocution “the game ended with a score that was not in our favor” should be replaced by “we lost the game”.

Circumnavigate

v. sail around

circ(=around), nav(=ship), ig(=drive)

Magellan died before he could finish circumnavigating the globe.

Circumscribe

v. restrict; draw a line around

circ(=around), scrib(=write)

It was necessary to circumscribe the toddler’s play area.

Circumspect

a. cautious, well-considered

circ(=around), spect(=look)

She was circumspect in her dealings with the foreign firms.

Circumstance

n. a condition of a fact, a situation

circ(=around), st(a)(=stand)

The circumstance of his youth could not exonerate the thief.

Circumvent

v. prevent a plan from being carried out; frustrate

circ(=around), vent(=come)

They tried to circumvent the official red tape.

14. CONTRA-, COUNTER-

Contraband

n. smuggled goods, unlawful trade

contra(=against), ban(=control, prohibition)

The Coast Guard confiscated ship carrying contraband.

Contraception

n. method of preventing or planning conception

contra(=against), cept(=take)

Contraception avoids unwanted pregnancies.

Contraceptive

n. drug or device intended to prevent conception

contra(=against), cept(=take)

Contraceptive drugs help couples limit family size.

Contradict

v. deny the truth of or the words of a person; be contrary to

contra(=against), dict(=say)

His mean actions contradict his fine words.

Contradiction

n. denial; inconsistency

contra(=against), dict(=say)

Rational thought, logical and metaphysical thought can comprehend only those objects which are free contradiction.

Contrary

a. opposite, in opposition to

contra(=against)

He took a contrary position to her.

Contravene

v. go against a law, a custom, etc.; attack a statement, a principle, etc.

contra(=against), ven(=come)

By invading the neutral nation, the dictator contravened his earlier pledge bo guarantee its independence.

Controversial

a. debatable, likely to cause controversy; fond of controversy

contro(=against), vers(=turn)

The controversial bill passed by a narrow vote.

Controvert

v. dispute about; deny, oppose

contro(=against), vert(=turn)

We must controvert his suitability for the job.

Counterfeit

v. imitate coins, handwritings, etc.

n./a. (something) made or done in imitation of another thing in order to deceive

counter(=against), feit(=make, do)

He tried to counterfeit happiness but he didn’t fool her.

These counterfeit papers would not fool anyone.

This is not an antique, but a counterfeit.

Counterfeiter

n. person who counterfeits

counter(=against), feit(=make, do)

Transatlantic airlines, already plagued by the problem of free riders using stolen tickets, have a new worry about counterfeiters.

Countermand

v. cancel an order by issuing a contrary order

v. taking back

counter(=against), mand(=order)

A superior officer has the power to countermand orders issued by a subordinate.

Counterpart

n. person or thing exactly like

counter(=against), part(=part)

Probably unfair comparisons are likely to be made between the sales manager in Oakland and his counterpart in Fargo.

Countervail

v. match; counterbalance; have equal or compensating power against

counter(=against), vail<val(=worth, strength)

My promise should countervail her anger.

15. DECA-

decade

n. period of ten years

deca(=ten)

The anniversary marked a decade in business.

Decameron

n. a collection of a hundred tales by Boccaccio

deca(=ten), mer<hemer(=day)

Decameron, a collection of a hundred tales by Boccaccio, was so called because described as told by a group of Florentines while away ten days during a plague.

Decimate

v. kill many people

deci(=ten), mate(=dead)

Smallpox began to decimate the population.

16. DI-

Dilemma

n. a situation which poses two or more difficult choices

di(=two), lemma(=preposition)

She was in a dilemma as to whether to marry Paul, who was poor, or Charles, who ugly.

Dioxide

n. a compound containing two atoms of oxygen

di(=two), ox(=acid, sharp)

A future increase of atmospheric carbon dioxide caused by the burning of coal, oil and gas, will be an overwhelming weather influence.

Diphthong

n. sound made by joining two vowels

di(=two), phthong(=sound)

The poem used the diphthong effectively.

Diverge

v. get farther apart from a point or from each other as they progress; turn off, deviate

di<dis(=apart), verg(=lean)

The spokes of the wheel diverge from the hub.

Divide

v. separate into parts

n. something that divides, especially a watershed

di<dis(=apart), vid(=look)

Garden crops may be conveniently divided into fruit, flowers and vegetables.

Divorce

v. put an end to a marriage by law; separate

n. legal ending of a marriage; ending of a connection or relationship

They divorced each other finally.

It is hard to divorce love and duty.

17. DIA-

Diabolical

a. of or like a devil; very cruel or wicked

dia(=across), bol(=throw)

The witch muttered a diabolical incantation.

Diadem

n. crown

dia(=through), dem(=band)

The sun shone like a diadem on his hair.

Diagnosis

n. determining the nature of a disease, etc. from observations of symptoms

dia(=through), gno(=know)

The lab tests confirmed his diagnosis.

Diagnostic

a. of diagnosis

dia(=through), gno(=know)

The disease was often a diagnostic puzzle.

Diagonal

n./a. (=straight line) going across a straight-sided figure

dia(=across), gon(=angle)

He drew a diagonal line to form two triangles.

Diagram

n. drawing, design or plan to explain or illustrate something

dia(=across), gram(=write)

He followed the instructions on  the diagram.

Dialect

n. form of a language used in a part f a country or by a class of people

dia(=through, between), lect(=choose, talk)

The peasant found his visiting relatives’ dialect amusing.

Dialectic

n. critical analysis of mental process; art of logical disputation

dia(=through, between), lect(=choose, talk)

I am not skilled in dialectic and, therefore, cannot answer your arguments as forcefully as I wish.

Dialogue

n. conversation or talk

dia(=between), log(=speech)

They wanted to keep the dialogue open.

Diameter

n. measurement across any geometrical figure or body; length of a straight the drawn from side through the center

dia(=across), meter(=meassure)

The tree measured almost 2 feet in diameter.

Diaphragm

n. internal wall of muscle between the chest and the abdomen; arrangement of thin plates that control the inlet of light; vibrating disc or cone in a telephone receiver, etc.

dia(=through), phram(=fence)

The doctor felt around the area of the diaphragm.

Diocese

n. the district under a bishop’s jurisdiction

di<dia(=through), oce<eco(=house)

The bishop summoned all of the priests of his diocese.

18. DYN-, DYNAMO-

Dynamic

a. hiving energy, force or character; forceful; of physical power and forces producing motion

dyn(=power)

The turn of this century met a dynamic period in history.

Dynamite

n. powerful explosive used in mining and quarrying; any person or thing having a spectacular effect

dyn(=power)

That novel is really dynamite.

Dynamo

n. machine for converting mechanical energy to electrical energy;

an energetic, hard-working, forceful person

dyn(=power)

Randolph is a real dynamo; he never stops working.

Dynasty

n. succession of rulers belonging to one family

dyn(=power)

The border of China was invaded frequently by foreigners during the Ming dynasty.

19. EPI-

Epidemic

n. epidemic disease; spreading

a. spreading rapidly among many people in the same place for a time; widespread

epi(=among), dem(=people)

The high rate of absence in the lower grades last spring was caused by the measles epidemic.

Epidermis

n. out layer of the skin

epi(=on), derm(=skin)

The skin consists of three parts epidermis, dermis and subcutaneous tissue.

Epigram

n. brief or pointed saying; short poem expressing an idea in amusing way

epi(=beside), gram(=write)

Benjamin Franklin was a master of the epigram.

Epigraph

n. epitaph

epi(=on), graph(=write)

The epigraph commemorated John Paul Jones.

Epilepsy

n. nervous disease causing a person to fall unconscious often with involuntary movements

epi(=on), lep(=take)

Epilepsy is known as an incurable disease.

Epileptic

a. of epilepsy

n. person suffering from epilepsy

dpi(=on), lep(=take)

The Caledonian Market is the penultimate resting place of epileptic bicycles.

Epilogue

n. peroration <-> prologue; last part of a literary work

epi(=after), log(=speech)

No epilogue for your play needs no excuse.

Episode

n. one event in a chain of events

epi(=among), sod<ced(=go)

He told me an episode in the war.

Epistle

n. letter

epi(=away), stle(=send)

The Epistle to the Romans was written by St. Paul.

Epitaph

n. an inscription on a gravestone

epi(=on), taph(=tomb)

The professor wrote his own epitaph before he died.

Epithet

n. an expression which gives a good description; eg. Sophocles, the wise one

epi(=on), thet(=put)

Homer’s writings are replete with such epithets as “rosy-fingered dawn”.

Epitome

n. summary, digest, something which shows, on a small scale, the characteristics of something much larger

epi(=on), tom(=cut)

His sonnet was the epitome of all love poems.

Epitomize

v. summarize

epi(=on), tom(=cut)

He epitomizes a model student.

Epoch

n. a memorable event or date

ep<epi(=on), och(=hold)

The 1960’s constituted an epoch of protest.

Eponym

n. the person for whom something is named

ep<epi(=on), onym(=name)

Romulus is the eponym for Rome.

20. EU-

Eugenics

n. science of the production of healthy offspring with the aim of improving the human genetic stock

eu(=good), gen(=birth, race)

Hitler readily embraced eugenics as a means of creating a German superrace.

Eulogistic

a. giving or containing high praise

eu(=good). Log(=speech)

To everyone’s surprise, the speech was eulogistic rather than critical in tone.

Eulogize

v. praise highly in speech or writing

eu(=good). Log(=speech)

Before presenting the prize, it is customary for the principal to eulogize the recipient.

Eulogy

n. tribute, high raise

eu(=good), log(=speech)

His brother delivered the eulogy at the funeral.

Euphemism

n. use of other mild, vague and indirect words or phrases in place of what is required by truth or accuracy

eu(=good), phe(=say)

“John” is a euphemism for the toilet.

Euphonious

a. pleasing in sound <-> cacophonous

eu(=good), phon(=sound)

We enjoyed her euphonious song.

Euphony

n. a pleasant sound

eu(=good), phon(=sound)

The Psalms is enjoyed for its euphony as much as its content.

Euphoria

n. sense of well-being; elation

eu(=good), phor(=carry)

She was full of euphoria after the birth.

Euthanasia

n. mercifully easy and painless death for persons suffering from an incurable and painful disease

eu(=good), thanas(=death)

In the eyes of the law, anyone who commits euthanasia regardless of the circumstances, is a murderer.

Euthenics

n. science dealing with improving loving conditions

eu(=good), then(=sell)

The field of euthenics stresses pollution control.

21. EXTRA-, EXTER-, EXTRO-

Exterior

a. outer

n. outside; outward aspect or appearance

exter(=outside)

Under his exterior there may lie a heart of gold.

External

a. outside

n. circumstances; outward features

exter(=outside)

He is better at observing externals than at reading hearth.

Extradite

v. hand over a person from the state where he is a fugitive to the state where he is alleged to have committed or has been convicted of

extra(=outside), dit(=give)

The United States requested that Mexico extradite the suspect.

Extradition

n. the turning over of an alleged criminal, fugitive, or prisoner by one country, state, etc. to another

extra(=outside), dit(=give)

Alabama sought his extradition from Ohio,

Extraneous

a. not related, coming from outside

extra(=outside)

His point was extraneous to the argument.

Extraordinary

a. beyond what is usual or ordinary; specially employed

extra(=outside), ordin(=order)

She showed extraordinary presence of mind during the emergency.

Extravagant

a. wasteful, in the habit of wasting money, etc.; going beyond what is reasonable, usual or conventional

extra(=outside), vag(=wander)

He is too extravagant with his clothes.

Extremity

n. extreme point, end, or limit

extr<extra(=outside)

Alaska is the northern extremity of the United States.

Extrinsic

a. not a part of the real character; operating or originating from the outside; not essential

extr<extra(=outside)

Nervousness was one of her extrinsic characteristics.

Extrovert

n. person more interested in what goes on around him than in his own thoughts and feelings

extro(=outward), vert(=turn)

The extrovert made a good public relations officer.

22. FOR-

Forbearance

n. patience, self-control

Her forbearance during the depression was inspiring.

Forfeiture

n. suffering the loss of something as a punishment or consequence, or because of rules

feit(=make, do)

The prince of marrying the commoner was forfeiture of the crown.

Forgo

v. give up; do without

In order to get to the movie in time they had to forgo dinner.

Forlorn
a. unhappy; uncared; forsaken

The forlorn man dined alone on Christmas.

Forswear

v. perjure oneself; give up doing or using something

It is perjury to forswear oneself.

23. FORE-

Forebode

v. foretell, portend, betoken; have a feeling of usually something evil

Behind the trees is a yellow wall, peeling with age and foreboding imminent disaster in their crumbling aspect.

Forecast

v. foretell

n. prediction

cast(=throw)

When asked if he thought we would win, the coach refused to make a forecast?

Foremost

v. first, most notable

Did you know that Benjamin Franklin was one of the foremost inventors of the eighteenth century?

Foreshadow

v. adumbrate, be sign of something to come

Yesterday’s events foreshadowed today’s disaster.

Foresight

n. foreseeing, forethought

I should have got them to have foresight to buy a warm coat before it got cold; now all the best ones have been sold.

Forestall

v. upset somebody or his plans by doing something unexpectedly early; buy up; do something first and so prevent another from doing it

stall(=put)

We tried to forestall the threatened foreclosure.

24. HETERO-

Heterogeneous

a. made up of different kinds

hetero(=other), gen(=kind)

Heterogeneous group was assigned to the dorm.

Heterosexual

a. sexually attracted to persons of the opposite sex

n. heterosexual person

hetero(=other), sex(=cut)

The film told a racy heterosexual love story.

25. HOMO-

Homogeneous

a. of the same kind

homo(=same), gen(=birth, kind)

The immigrants added diversity to the homogeneous neighborhood.

Homonym

n. word that is the same in form and sound as another but different in meaning

hom<homo(=same), onym(=word)

The word “meet” is a homonym of “meat.”

26. HYDRO-

Hydrophobia

n. rabies; disease marked by strong contractions of the muscles of the throat and inability to drink water

hydro(=water), phob(=fear)

One of the symptoms of hydrophobia is inability to swallow water.

Hydroplane

n. hydrofoil; motor-boat with a flat bottom, able to skim fast over the surface; seaplane

hydro(=water)

Hydroplane skims over the water almost on the way a flat skipping stone does when thrown.

Hydroponics

n. art of growing plants without soil, in water to which necessary chemical food is supplied

hydro(=water), pon(=put)

Growers who use hydroponics indoors must provide artificial light and heat.

Hydroscope

n. device like a periscope, for viewing thins at some distance below the surface of water

hydro(=water), scop(=watch)

The scientist explored the bottom of the ocean with the aid of a hydroscope.

27. HYPER-

Hyperbole

n. exaggerated statement made for effect and not intended to be taken literally

hyper(=excessive), bol(=throw)

It was hyperbole to say she felt heavy as a moose.

Hypercritical

a. too demanding; finding too much to criticize

She learned to disregard his hypercritical comments.

Hypersensitive

a. excessively sensitive or touchy too easily insulted, angered, disappointed, etc.

hyper(=excessive), sens(=feel)

The ear infection made her hypersensitive to sound.

Hypertension

n. abnormally high blood pressure <-> hypotension

hyper(=over, above), tens(=stretch)

Her doctor treated her for hypertension.

28. HYPO-

Hypochondriac

n. one who suffers from morbid anxiety

hypo(=under), chondr(=pulverize)

The hypochondriac loves to discuss his symptoms.

Hypocrisy

n. outward show; deceit

hypo(=under), cris(=choose)

The adulterers’ horror of prostitution was hypocrisy.

Hypocrite

n. one who plays to win favor; a dissembler

hypo(=under), crit(=choose)

The drunkard who denounces drug abuse is a hypocrite.

Hypodermic

a. pertaining to the area under the skin

n. a syringe for giving under-skin injections

hypo(=under), derm(=skin)

He used a hypodermic syringe to inject the insulin.

Hypothesis

n. something which is assumed to be true for the sake of argument or as a starting-point for an inquiry, although its truth has not been prove

hypo(=under), thes(=put)

The experiment confirmed his hypothesis.

29. INTRA-, INTRO-

Intracontinental

a. within the continent

intra(=within), con(=together), tin(=hold)

That intracontinental plans is capable of flying 1,450 miles an hour.

Intramural

a. occurring within the walls or confines of one place, such as a city, organization, school, etc.

intra(=within), mur(=wall)

Intramural games are played between the students of the same school.

Intrastate

a. within state

intra(=within), sta(=stand)

He has many intrastate delivery routes in Virginia.

Intravenous

a. inside a vein

intra(=within), ven(=vein)

While in the coma, he received intravenous feeding.

Introspective

a. seeing inwardly

intro(=inward), spect(=look)

The introspective poem explored his need to escape.

Introvert

n. one who is more interested in his own thoughts and feelings than in things outside himself

intro(=inward), vert(=turn)

The introvert seemed an unlikely candidate for public office.

30. MACRO-

Macrocosm

n. great world, great universe

macro(=large, great), cosm(=universe)

He lives too much in his own thoughts and emotions; he must orient himself to the macrocosm of actual human experience.

Macroeconomics

n. economics dealing with those statistics that can be taken as controlling factors in the economy as a whole

macro(=large, great), eco(=house), nom(=law)

Macroeconomics means the study of the determinants of national income, employment, prices, and economic growth.

31. META-

Metabolism

n. process by which food is built up into living matter or by which living matter is broken down into simple substances

meta(=change), bol(=throw)

The drug seemed to upset her body’s metabolism.

Metaphor

n. the use of words to indicate something different from the literal meaning

meta(=change), phor(=carry)

The metaphor referred to our country as a ship of state.

Metaphysical

a. of metaphysics, based on abstract reasoning

meta(=beyond), physic(=nature)

She had difficulty following his metaphysical remarks.

Metaphysics

n. branch of philosophy dealing with the nature of existence, truth, and knowledge

meta(=beyond), physic(=nature)

Metaphysics includes the science of the origin and nature of the universe.

Methodology

n. science or study of method

met<meta(=intensive), hod(=way)

His careful research reflected a belief in the methodology of his field.

32. MICRO-

Microbe

n. tiny living creature that can be seen only with the help of a microscope, especially kinds of bacteria causing diseases and fermentation

micro(=small), be<bio(=life)

The disease is attributed to a microbe.

Microcosm

n. something considered as representing mankind or the universe, on a small scale

micro(=small), cosm(=universe)

The plane provided a microcosm of human society.

Micrometer

n. device for measuring very small objects

micro(=small), meter(=measure)

He used a micrometer to measure the lathe turning.

Microorganism

n. organism so small as to be visible only under a microscope

micro(=small), organ(=instrument)

Hundreds of microorganisms may exist in a single drop of water.

33. MIS-

Misapprehend

v. misunderstand

prehend(=like)

He feared she would misapprehend his motive.

Mischance

n. bad luck

The mischance of the blizzard delayed him.

Mischievous

a. causing mischief; fond of mischief

His pranks are not malicious, only mischievous.

Misconstruction

n. false or inaccurate interpretation or understanding

struct(=build)

The misconstruction resulted from his ignorance of French.

Misconstrue

v. get a wrong idea of somebody’s words, acts, etc.

stru(=build)

Don’t misconstrue his apparent indifference.

Misdemeanor

n. offense less serious than a felony; bad behavior

de(=down), mean(=lead)

The cadet’s misdemeanor worried his father.

Misgiving

n. feeling of doubt, suspicion, distrust, etc.

Despite her misgiving, she hired the stranger.

Mishap

n. unlucky accident; bad luck

She sprained her elbow in the traffic mishap.

Mislead

v. lead wrongly

It is against the law to put out advertisement that misleads the public.

Misnomer
n. wrong use of a name or word

nom<nomin(=name)

The wrestler goes by the misnomer or Tiny Tim.

Misrepresent

v. represent wrongly; give a false account of

Your salesman misrepresented the terms of the warranty on my new car.

34. MISO=

Misanthrope

n. hater of mankind; person who avoids society

mis<miso(=hate), anthrop(=man)

The misanthrope chose to live alone.

Misanthropic

a. hating or distrusting mankind or human society

mis<miso(=hate), anthrop(=man)

The misanthropic man automatically ascribed to them the worst motive.

Misanthropy

n. hatred of mankind

mis<miso(=hate), anthrop(=man)

He forgot his misanthropy when he fell in love.

Misogamy

n. hatred of marriage

miso(=hate), gam(=marriage)

Surprisingly, the first of the group to marry was the one who had been loudest advocate of misogamy.

Misogynist

n. hater of women

miso(=hate), gyn(=woman)

The misogynist was tricked into marriage.

Misogyny

n. hatred of women

miso(=hate), gyn(=woman)

The proprietor’s policy of hiring no women results not from misogyny but from his conviction that men can do the work better.

35. MONO-

Monarch

n. supreme ruler

mon<mono(=one), arch(=govern)

The monarch sent her envoy to the colony.

Monarchist

n. supporter of monarchism

mon<mono(=one), arch(=govern)

The monarchist wept when his king was dethroned.

Monarchy

n. government by monarch

mon<mono(=one), arch(=govern)

France had an absolute monarchy until the Revolution.

Monastery

n. place where monks lives as a community under religious vows

mon<mono(=one), st(=stand)

He entered a Franciscan monastery.

Monocle

n. eyeglass for one eye only

mon<mono(=one), ocl<ocul(=eye)

He removed his monocle and cleaned it.

Monogamy

n. practice of being married to only one person at a time

mon<mono(=one), gam(=marriage)

Monogamy is the common form of marriage in developed countries.

Monograph

n. detailed learned account on one particular subject

mono(=one), graph(=write)

The monograph considered the mating habits of the opossum.

Monolith

n. single upright block of stone

mono(=one), lith(=stone)

A commemoratory monolith stands in the town square.

Monologue

n. soliloquy

mono(=one), log(=speech)

She entertained them with a witty autobiographical monologue.

Monomaniac

n. sufferer from monomania

mono(=one)

The monomaniac believed he was Napoleon.

Monoplane

n. aircraft with one wing on each side of the fuselage

mono(=one)

The museum houses a very early monoplane.

Monopoly

n. sole right to supply; anything over which one person or group has control and which is not or cannot be shared by others

mono(=one), poly(=sell)

The merger would give them a local monopoly on grain storage.

Monosyllable

n. word of one syllable

mono(=one), syl<syn(=with), lab(=take)

She silently mouthed the monosyllable “help.”

Monotheism

n. doctrine that there is only one God

mono(=one), the<theo(=God)

Judaism and Christianity are based on monotheism.

Monotone

n. level tone in talking or singing; utterance without change of pitch

mono(=one), ton(=tone)

His monotone rendered the lecture uninteresting.

Monotonous

a. unchanging, without variety

mono(=one), ton(=tone)

Mile after mile passed the same monotonous landscape.

36. MULTI-

Multifarious

a. varied, diversified

multi(=many), fa<fac(=make)

The actor has appeared in multifarious roles.

Multilingual

a. speakin lots of languages

multi(=many), lingu(=tongue)

the multilingual woman is a professional translator.

Multiplicity

n. being great in number

multi(=many), plic(=fold)

The multiplicity of the insect world is awesome.

Multiply

v. make greater in number; add a given number of times; increase in number by procreation

multi(=many), ply(=fold)

Cares multiply as one gets older.

Multitude

n. great number; the common people; the masses

multi(=many)

The book will find a multitude of readers.

37. NEO-

Neocolonialism

n. control by powerful countries of former colonies, or less developed countries by economic pressure

neo(=new), col(=till)

The term “neocolonialism” means control by powerful countries of former colonies, or less developed countries by economic pressure.

Neolithic

a. of the new or later stone age

neo(=new), log(=speech)

the Neolithic tools are displayed in the museum.

Neologism

n. coining or using of new words

neo(=new), log(=speech)

“Astronaut” is a space-age neologism.

Neophyte

n. person who has newly been converted to some belief or religion, beginner

new(=new), phyt(=plant)

After her novel’s success she was no longer considered a neophyte.

38. NON-

Nonaggression

n. not attacking

non(=not), gress(=go)

A nonaggression pact was signed by two countries.

Nondescript

a. not easily described

non(=not), de(=down), script(=write)

He has nondescript eyes neither brown, blue, nor gray.

Nonplus

n. a state of uncertainty; perplexity

a. surprise or puzzle somebody so much

non(=not), plu(=more)

She was in a nonplus over his proposal.

The child’s question nonplused his parents.

Nonresident

n. person who does not reside in

non(=not), sid(=sit)

Meals are served to nonresidents.

Nonsense

n. meaningless words; foolish talk

non(=not), sens(=feel)

Contact with other boys will take the nonsense out of him.

39. OCTO-

Octagon

n. plane figure with eight sides and angles

oct<octo(=eight), gon(=angle)

The garden was laid out as an octagon.

Octopus

n. sea animal with a soft body and eight arms provided with suckers

octo(=eight), plus(=foot)

When used for studies of learning and memory, the octopus is a more interesting subject than the squid.

40. OMNI-

Omnipotent

a. all powerful

omni(=all), pot(=powerful, capable of)

We prayed to the omnipotent One for deliverance.

Omnipresent

a. present everywhere; ubiquitous

omni(=all), es<ess(=be)

The omnipresent canned music began to irritate her.

Omniscient

a. all knowing; having unlimited authority

omni(=all), sci(=know)

When her prediction came true, we referred to her as the omniscient Sarah.

Omnivorous

a. eating everything

omni(=all), vor(=eat)

Paul’s omnivorous goat relishes everything from grapefruit rinds to old newspapers.

41. OUT-

Outgrow

v. grow too large or too tall for

The jacket Dad bought me last year is too small. I have outgrown it.

Outlandish

a. looking or sounding odd, strange or foreign

We laughed at his outlandish outfit.

Outlast

v. last or live longer than

Our kitchen table is more solidly constructed than the chairs and will probably outlast them.

Outlook

v. view on which one looks out

The outlook for unskilled labors is not bright, as their jobs are gradually being taken over by machines.

Outmaneuver

v. overcome by being superior in maneuvering

She managed to outmaneuver me and end up a step ahead.

Outmoded

a. out of fashion

He dressed in an outmoded fashion.

Output

n. quantity of goods, etc. produced; information produced from a computer

The exhibit showed the painter’s diverse output.

Outrageous

a. shocking; very cruel, shameless, immoral

The vandals were punished for their outrageous behavior.

Outrun

v. run faster or better than; go beyond

We scored a touchdown when Joel caught a forward pass and outran his pursuers.

Outspoken

a. saying freely what one thinks; frank

I know I shall get the truth when I ask Alice because she is very outspoken.

Outwit

v. get the better of by being cleverer or more cunning than

In Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s detective stories, Sherlock Holmes manages to outwit the cleverest criminals.

42. OVER-

Overbearing

a. masterful; forcing others to one’s will

At first the sergeant was very domineering, but as he got to know the men he became less overbearing.

Overburden

v. burden too heavily

The teacher won’t let monitors carry more than twelve books at a time because he doesn’t want them to overburden themselves.

Overwhelm

v. cause to feel embarrassed

The department store guards were nearly overwhelmed by the crowds of shoppers waiting for the sale to begin.

43. PAN-

Panacea

n. remedy for all troubles, diseases, etc.; cure-all

pan(=all), acea(=cure)

The government cannot offer a panacea for all problems.

Pandemic

a./n. (disease) prevalent over the whole of a country or continent

pan(=all), dem<demo(=people)

Millions died in the Spanish influenza pandemic.

Pandemonium

n. wild and noisy disorder

pan(=all), demon(=demon)

The station was pandemonium at rush hour.

Panoply

n. complete suit of armor; splendid array

pan(=all), op<hop(=arms)

The king’s knights were in full panoply.

Panorama

n. wide, uninterrupted view

pan(=all), orama(=view)

We beheld the magnificent panorama of the Rockies.

Pantheism

n. belief that God is in everything and that everything is God

pan(=all), the<theo(=God)

The ancient Romans practiced pantheism adopting many foreign gods.

Pantheon

n. temple dedicated to all the gods

pan(=all), the<theo(=God)

The people brought offerings of flowers and wines to the pantheon.

Pantomime

n. acting without words

panto<pan(=all), mim(=mimic)

Because he worked in pantomime, the clown could be understood wherever he appeared.

44. PERI-

Perigee

n. point in an orbit of a planet or spacecraft at which it is closest to the earth

peri(=around), ge(o)(=earth)

The unusually low tide tonight is due to the moon’s perigee.

Perimeter

n. outer boundary of a closed figure, a military position

peri(=around), meter(=measure)

A stone wall marked the field’s perimeter.

Peripatetic

a. going about from place to place; wandering

peri(=around), patet(=walk)

The peripatetic peddler sold trinkets door to door.

Peripheral

a. of external boundary or surface

peri(=around), pher(=carry)

The disease impaired her peripheral vision.

Periphery

n. external boundary or surface

peri(=around), pher(=carry)

The debate touched only the periphery of the issue.

Periscope

n. instrument with mirrors and lenses arranged to reflect a view down a tube, etc.

peri(=around), scop(=watch)

The submarine captain spotted the destroyer through the periscope.

Peristyle

n. row of columns surrounding a temple, court, etc.

peri(=around), styl(=column)

The cloister was surrounding by a peristyle reminiscent of the Parthenon.

45. POLY-

Polyandry

n. custom of having more than one husband at the same time

poly(=many), andr(=man)

Polyandry is illegal in the United States.

Polygamist

n. man who practices polygamy

poly(=many), gam(=marriage)

The polygamist was confronted by his two wives.

Polygamy

n. custom of having more than one wife at the same time

poly(=many), gam(=marriage)

If he married his lover, he would be guilty polygamy.

Polyglot

n. polyglot person, or book

a. knowing, using, written in, many languages

poly(=many), glot(=tongue, language)

The polyglot spoke six languages fluently.

The missionary used a polyglot Bible.

Polygon

n. plane figures with many straight sides

poly(=many), gon(=angle)

A square, a triangle, and hexagon are all polygons.

Polytheism

n. belief in more than one God

poly(=many), the<theo(=God)

The ancient Greeks and Romans practiced polytheism.

46. POST-

Posthumous

a. after death; often said of writings published after the author’s death; born after the death of its father

post(=after), hum(=earth)

The posthumous publication will assure his fame.

Postlude

n. the closing piece on the program

post(=after), lud(=play)

The postlude followed the recessional hymn.

Postmortem

a. made after death

post(=after), mort(=death)

She could not refrain from postmortem recrimination.

Postnatal

a. referring to the period immediately after birth

post(=after), nat(=born)

It was the infant’s first postnatal checkup.

Postpone

v. put off until afterward, delay

post(=after), pon(=put)

The meeting was postponed till next week.

Postprandial

a. after the meal

post(=after), prand(=meal)

The most objectionable feature of these formal banquets is the postprandial speech.

Postscript

n. a note added to a letter after it has been signed

post(=after), script(=write)

She put the afterthought in a postscript.

47. PROTO-

Protagonist

n. chief person in a drama; chief person in a story or factual event

prot<proto(=first), agon(=struggle)

Hamlet is his favorite Shakespearean protagonist.

Protocol

n. first or original draft of an agreement, signed by these making it; code of behavior, etiquette as practiced on diplomatic occasions

proto(=first), col(=glue)

Foreign service officers and their spouse must learn the rules of protocol.

Protoplasm

n. colorless, jelly-like substance which is the material basis of life in animals and plants

proto(=first), plas(=form)

The least particle of protoplasm may undergo the whole cycle of vital functions.

Prototype

n. first or original example from which others have been or will be copied or developed

proto(=first)

She was the prototype for the character in his novel.

48. PSEUDO-

Pseudologist

n. person who lies

pseudo(=false), log(=speech)

He pretends to be honest but he is a quite pseudologist.

Pseudomorph

n. irregular or deceptive form

pseudo(=false), morph(=form)

The buildings in city stand in pseudomorph.

Pseudonym

n. name taken, especially by an author, instead of his real name

pseudo<pseudo(=false), onym(=name)

He used a woman’s pseudonym for the Gothic romance.

49. PSYCHO-

Psyche

n. human soul or spirit

psych<psycho(=mind)

War damages the psyche as well as the body.

Psychedelic

a. hallucinatory

psych<psycho(=mind), del(=destroy)

The psychedelic drug endangered his sanity.

Psychiatrist

n. expert in the treatment of mental illness

psych<psycho(=mind), iatr(=healing)

A psychiatrist often needs long conferences with his patient before a diagnosis can be made.

Psychology

n. study of the mind and its processes

psych<psycho(=mind), ology(=science)

A good business manager needs an understanding of psychology.

Psychopath

n. person suffering from severe emotional derangement, especially one who is aggressive and antisocial, with little no moral sense

psycho(=mind), path(=feel, suffer)

An armed psychopath is an exceptionally dangerous person.

Psychosis

n. severely abnormal or diseased mental state

psycho(=mind)

The institution treated his psychosis.

50. QUARDU-

Quadrangle

n. plane figure with four sides, especially a square or a rectangle

quadr<quadru(=four)

A square is a quadrangle.

Quadruped

n. four-footed animal

quadru(=four), ped(=foot)

A dog is a quadruped.

Quadruple

v. multiply by four

a. made up of four parts, agreed by four persons, parties, etc.

quadru(=four), ple(=fold)

We must quadruple our efforts to reach our goal.

51. RETRO-

Retroactive

a. applying to the past

retro(=backward), act(=act, do)

The pay raise was retroactive to the preceding September.

Retrograde

v. decline, revert, grow worse

a. directed backwards; likely to cause worse conditions; deteriorating

retro(=backward), grad(=go, degree)

Instead of advancing, our civilization seems to have retrograded in ethics and culture.

Retrogression

n. return to a less advanced state; decline

retro(=backward), gress(=go)

The car began a slow retrogression down the hill.

Retrospect

n. view of past events

retro(=backward), spect(=look)

In retrospect, I think I would have done better as an artist.

Retrospective

a. relating to retrospection; looking back on past events, etc.; retractive

retr(=backward), spect(=look)

The condemned men would be subject to a retrospective statute allowing capital punishment.

52. SE-

Secede

v. withdraw from membership of a state, federation, organization, etc.

se(=apart), ced(=go)

The Confederacy was composed of Southern states that seceded from the Union.

Secession

n. seceding

se(=apart), cess(=go)

We tried to prevent their secession from the club.

Seclude

v. keep apart from others; shut off; isolate

se(=apart), clud(=shut)

After the tragedy, he secluded himself in his home.

Secrete

v. put or keep in a secret place; produce by secretion

se(=apart), cret(=separate)

We looked for a good place to secrete the gift.

Secretion

n. process by which certain substances in a plant or animal body are separated for use, or as waste matter; substance so produced; act of secreting

se(=apart), cret(=separate)

Some plant secretions are poisonous.

Secure

a. safe

v. guarantee

se(=apart), cur(=care)

The goods are perfectly secure in this storehouse.

By strengthening the embankments they secured the village from floods.

Sedition

n. tumult <-> allegiance

sed<se(=apart), it(=go)

The seditionist called for the government’s overthrow.

Seduce

v. lead astray; persuade somebody less experienced to have sexual intercourse

se(=apart), duc(=lead)

The glamour of the big city seduced the Maine country boy.

Seductive

a. alluring; captivating

se(=apart), duct(=lead)

The rose gave off a seductive fragrance.

Select

v. choose, pick out

a. carefully chosen

se(=apart), lect(=choose)

Who was selected to lead the delegation?

53. SEMI-

Semicircle

n. half a circle

semi(=half), circ(=round)

We sat in a semicircle around the fire.

Semicivilized

a. partly civilized

semi(=partly), civ(=city)

At the turn of the century Korea was semicivilized.

54. SYN-

Syllable

n. minimum rhythmic unit of spoken language, consisting of a vowel or sustained consonant, often preceded or followed by unsustained consonant

syl<syn(=together), lab(=take)

Don’t mention a syllable of this.

Syllogism

n. a formal argument with a major and minor premise and a conclusion

syl<syn(=at the same time), log(=speech)

“All Romans are Italians, all Italians are Europeans; therefore, all Romans are Europeans” is an example of a syllogism.

Symbiosis

n. harmonic association of different organisms, etc.

sym<syn(=together), bio(=life)

The trade agreement was based on the symbiosis of the two nations and furthered it.

Symmetry

n. a balanced arrangement in size and form

sym<syn(=alike), metr(=measure)

The architect admired the symmetry of the columns.

Sympathy

n. sharing the feelings of others, feeling pity and tenderness

sym<syn(=together), path(=feel, suffer)

He appreciated her expression of sympathy.

Symposium

n. collection of essay etc. by several persons on a problem or subject; conference for discussion of a subject

sym<syn(=together), pos(=drink, put)

The symposium was called to air the views of the community leaders.

Synchronize

v. to time things together; happen at the same time

syn(=at the same time), chron(=time)

The members of the drill team had to synchronize their movements or they would collide.

Syndicate

n. business association that supplies articles, cartoons, etc. to periodicals; combination of commercial firms associated to forward a common interest; Mafia

syn(=together), dic(=say)

This syndicate supplies stories to a hundred newspapers.

Syndrome

n. signs and symptoms coming together at the same time

syn(=together), drom(=run)

The incompetent king did not discern the syndrome of discontent everywhere.

Synonym

n. word with the same meaning as another in the same language but often with different implications and associations

syn(=alike), onym(=word, name)

He sought a synonym to help explain the word’s meaning.

Synopsis

n. summary or outline

syn(=together), ops(=seeing)

The executive saved time by reading his assistant’s synopsis.

Syntax

n. the arrangement and relationship of words in phrases and sentences

syn(=together), tax(=arrange)

He changed the syntax to improve the flow of the sentence.

Synthesis

n. a combination of parts to form a whole

syn(=together), thes(=put)

This bill is a synthesis of the work of several senators.

55.TELE-

Telegram

n. message sent by telegraphy

tele(=far), gram(=write)

Their telegram announced the birth of a son.

Telemetry

n. automatic transmission and measurement of data from a distance

tele(=far), metr(=measure)

Astronomical research relies on instruments on telepathy.

Telepathy

n. transference of thoughts or ideas from one mind to another without the normal use of the senses

tele(=far), path(=feel)

He researched the phenomena of mental telepathy.

Telescope

n. tube-like instrument with lenses for making distant objects appear nearer and larger

tele(=far), scop(=watch)

We observed the planet through a telescope.

56. TRI-

Triad

n. group or set of three closely related persons or things

tri(=three)

They united in a triad for political strength.

Triangle

n. plane figure with three straight sides; group of three

tri(=three)

A tricorn hat is shaped like a triangle.

Tribunal

n. place of judgement

tri(=three), b<bio(=life)

The prisoner appeared before the tribunal for sentencing.

Tricycle

n. three-wheeled bicycle

tri(=three), cycl(=wheel)

The toddler debate pedaled her tricycle.

Trilateral

a. three-sided

tri(=three), later(=side)

The trilateral debate was difficult to follow.

Trilogy

n. group of three novels, plays, operas, etc. to be performed, etc. in succession, each complete in itself but having a common subject

tri(=three), log(=speech)

The novelist’s chief work was an epic trilogy.

Trinity

n. group of three; (the Trinity) union of three persons, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, in one God

tri(=three)

they dedicated the church to the Trinity.

Triple
a. made up of three

v. make or become three as much or many

tri(=three)

The performers sang in triple harmony.

Tripod

n. three-legged support, eg. for a camera; stool, table, etc. resisting on three legs

tri(=three), pod(=foot)

The iron tripod held the tea kettle.

Trisect

v. divide a line, an angle etc. into three parts

tri(=three)

sect(=cut)

The victor vowed to trisect the offending city.

57. ULTRA-

 Ulterior

a. beyond what is seen or said; situated beyond

ulter<ultra(=beyond)

His ulterior motive was not clear even to himself.

Ultrasonic

a. relating to sound waves beyond the range of normal human audibility

ultra(=beyond), son(=sound)

Ultrasonic generators produce sound waves to clean miniature parts.

Ultraviolet

a. of the invisible part of the spectrum beyond the violet

ultra(=beyond), violet(=violet ray)

We cannot see ultraviolet light in our atmosphere.

58. UN-

Unabashed

a. not abashed, embarrassed or awed

The players seemed unabashed by the female reporter in the locker room.

Unabated

a. continuing as strong, violet, etc as before

a<ad(=to), bat(=strike)

Despite the neighbor’s protest, the noise of the party continued unabated.

Unalterable

a. not alterable

alter(=other)

The rocket’s course was unalterable.

Unassuming

a. not pushing oneself forward, not drawing attention to oneself

as<ad(=to, near), sum(=take)

Garish clothes seemed to contradict his unassuming manner.

Uncanny

a. unnatural, mysterious, weird

We listened to an uncanny sense of direction.

Uncouth

a. tough, awkward, not cultured

The handsome young man was surprisingly uncouth at dinner.

Unearthly

a. supernatural; mysterious, ghostly, frightening; unreasonable

An unearthly creature descended from the strange spaceship.

Unequivocal

a. clear; having one only possible meaning

equ(=same), voc(=call, voice)

She won his unequivocal support.

Ungainly

a. clumsy, awkward, ungraceful

The ungainly youth failed to make the team.

Unkempt

a. untidy; uncombed

He returned unkempt from the muddy game.

Unmitigated

a. not mitigated, complete; absolute

mitig(=soft)

Her unmitigated grief finally made her ill.

Unobtrusive

a. not too obvious or easily noticeable; discreet

ob(=in the way), true(=thrust)

The photographer tried to be unobtrusive during the ceremony.

Unremitting

a. unceasing

re(=again), mit(=send)

The unremitting pressures of her work led to the heart attack.

Unruly

a. not easily controlled; disorderly

The unruly child was expelled from school.

Unsavory

a. nasty, disgusting

sav(=taste)

The unsavory meal was disappointing.

Unscrupulous

a. not guided by conscience, not held back by scruples

The public was warned of the firm’s unscrupulous business practices.

Unseemly

a. not suitable or proper

She later apologized for her unseemly outburst.

Untold

a. not told, too many or too much to be counted, measured, etc.

She felt guilty about her untold infidelity.

Unwitting

a. unknowing; unaware; unintentional

Her unwitting insight made him uncomfortable.

59. UNDER-

Undercurrent

n. current of water flowing beneath the surface; tendency of thought or feeling lying below what is apparent

cur(=run)

An undercurrent of criticism belied his praise.

Underdeveloped

a. not yet fully developed

Our country has spent billions of dollars to help the underdeveloped nations improve their standard of living.

Under graduate

n. university student working for a bachelor’s degree

grad(=degree)

Most undergraduates take four years to earn a degree, but some achieve it sooner by attending summer sessions.

Underlie

v. be or lie under; form the basis of

“One good turn deserves another”, epitomizes regard for reciprocity which underlies many friendly actions.

Underling

n. person in an unimportant position under another or others

She resents being treated like an underling.

Undermine

v. weaken gradually; make a hollow or tunnel under

The foreign agent sought to undermine the government.

Underprivileged

a. not having the educational and social advantages enjoyed by more fortunate people, social classes, nations, etc.

priv(=few), leg(=law)

The underprivileged child from the crowded slum tenement has many more problems to overcome than the child from the middle-class home.

Underscore

v. emphasize, underline

When we take notes, our teacher wants us to underscore items that are especially important.

Undersell

v. sell goods at a lower price than competitors

Because they buy in larger quantities at lower prices, chain stores are usually able to undersell small merchants.

Understatement

n. statement that express an ides, etc. too weakly

Arline told me she “passed”, but that’s an understatement; the fact is that she got the higher mark in the class.

Underwrite

v. undertake to bear all or part of possible loss; engage to buy all the newly issued stock in a company not bought by the public; write below, subscribe

The insurance agent refused to underwrite venture.

60. UNI-

Unanimity

n. complete agreement or unity

un<uni(=one), anim(=mind)

She was pleased by the unanimity of their agreement.

Unicorn

n. horse-like animal with one long horn

uni(=one), corn(=horn)

The unicorn was a favorite renaissance motif.

Unification

n. forming into one

uni(=one), fic(=make)

They sought unification of the factions into one strong party.

Uniform

n. dress worn by all members of an organization

a. of the same; not varying in form, quality, etc.

uni(=one), form(=shape, form)

His uniform was covered with medals of valor and rank.

A uniform temperature is maintained in the intensive care unit.

Unify

v. form into one

uni(=one), fy(=make)

She hoped to unify the father and his estranged son.

Unilateral

a. of one side or party only

uni(=one), later(=side)

Their unilateral cease-fire initiated peace talks.

Unique

a. having no like or equal, being the only one of its sort

un<uni(=one), iqu(=having the quality of)

The curator tried to buy her unique collection of modern German art.

Unison

n. concord or agreement

uni(=one), son(=sound)

They responded in unison to her question.

Unity

n. the state of being united; harmony, agreement

un<uni(=one)

The president hoped to restore unity within his party.

Universal

a. affecting all

uni(=one), vers(=turn)

We share a universal need for affection.

61. UP-

Upgrade

v. raise to a higher grade

grad(=go, degree)

The manufacturer has done everything possible to upgrade his product, and it is now of excellent quality.

Upheaval

n. great and sudden change

The prime minister’s proposal for new taxes created such an upheaval that his government fell.

Uproarious

a. very noisy, especially with loud laughter and great good humor

They complained about the uproarious party.

Uproot

v. pull up by the roots

It is easier to destroy weeds with a chemical spray than to uproot them by hand.

Upstart

n. person who has suddenly risen to wealth, power or higher social position

When the new representative entered the legislature, some older members received him coldly because they regarded him as an upstart.

Upturn

n. upward turn; change for the better

Most merchants report a slowdown in sales for October, but confidently expect an upturn with the approach of Christmas.

62. WITH-

Withdraw

v. take back a statement, an accusation, or an offer; take out or away

Tom is my principal backer; if he withdraws his support, I don’t see how I can be elected.

Withdrawal

n. pulling or drawing back; taking out or away

My uncle paid for his vacation trip by making a withdrawal from his bank account.

Withhold

v. hold back, restrain

Please don’t interrupt me. If you have something to say, withhold your comment until I have finished speaking.

Withstand

v. resist; hold out against pressure or attack

The training that astronauts receive teaches them how to withstand the hazards of space exploration.
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